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 Prologue: Life’s Journey 

The beginning of life is exciting and full of promise. This is followed by the 

journey, with all its challenges and achievements. Then come the twilight years 

and the end of our earthly pilgrimage. We do not have a choice regarding our 

beginning or our end, but we certainly do have a choice regarding both our journey 

and our destination. 

At the crossroads of our lives, we will need to decide which way to go: to carry 

on straight or to change direction. Following a signpost or a map is essential: 

unless we hear a voice behind us saying “this is the way, walk in it’’, we will end 

up off course. (Isaiah 30:21) Psalm 119:105 assures us that the Bible is a lamp to 

our feet and a light to our path. 
The Holy Spirit is our Great Navigator. We need to acknowledge and develop 

sensitivity to His promptings in order to keep on course. We will have to go up and 

down hills and navigate twists and turns. There will be times to speed along, and 

times to go slowly. To reach our destination and find fulfilment, we cannot be 

rigid, but neither can we just drift along. We need to be flexible, finely tuned to the 

voice of the Master, Almighty God. 

We must not give up because He loves faithful persistence and endurance, but 

there are also times to stop and rest awhile. 

The end of our earthly pilgrimage is not our final destination. We know that 

there is life beyond the grave. After all, God made man in His image, and set 

eternity in the heart of every person. (Ecclesiastes 3:11). Jesus is the way, the truth 

and the life, and by accepting Him into our lives as our Saviour and Lord, we 

become citizens of the eternal Kingdom of God. 



Basic  Truths 

1. The Word Became Flesh 

 If you had created ants and you wanted to reveal your nature to them, what would 

be the best way of doing it? By becoming an ant, of course! By getting down to 

their level, and showing yourself to them in a way that they would understand. 
That is what God did. Jesus, the Son of God, the Word, became flesh and came 

to live among us, a man (John 1:14) but an exact representation of God the Father. 

“He who has seen me,‟‟ Jesus said, “has seen the Father.‟‟ (John 14:9)  

That was not the end of the matter. Jesus was the firstborn (Romans 8:29) and 

He broke the power of sin and death so that many could come into God‟s fullness. 

Breaking these powers enables Him to live through us, and us through Him. 

Christ in us is the hope of glory. As Christians, we need to flesh out the life of 

Jesus. (Colossians 1:27) How do we do this? Firstly, we have to have an unveiled 

face, a complete openness to God. Then we need the Word of Christ living richly 

within us. If the Word of God remains head knowledge only, we will not be 

changed. We cannot share something we do not have within us. (Colossians 3:16) 

We have to become letters of Christ, known and read by all men; letters that are 

written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone, 

but on the tablets of our hearts. (2 Corinthians 3:2-3) Meditating on God‟s Word 

continuously will give us a revelation of the Lord, and this revelation will 

transform us into His likeness: from glory unto glory.  

As we apply God‟s word in a practical way in our lives, we will go through fiery 

testing. When we stand firm, having faith in the fulfilment of God‟s Word, it will 

become etched on our hearts. Head knowledge has to become heart knowledge. Let 

us not be fleshly, but flesh out the Word in our daily lives, to the glory of God. 

 
**HHeeaadd  kknnoowwlleeddggee  mmuusstt  bbeeccoommee  hheeaarrtt  kknnoowwlleeddggee**  

 



2. Why the Virgin Birth of Jesus? 

Have you ever stopped to think about why the virgin birth of Jesus was necessary, 

something totally foreign to the normal way of procreation? Why did God, the 

creator of mankind, cause the impregnation of Mary, the mother of Jesus, by the 

Holy Spirit? Why did He go to such lengths to save mankind? (Luke 1:30-35) 

When Adam sinned in the Garden of Eden, he took upon himself a sinful nature, 

sometimes termed the Adamic nature. Prior to Adam‟s sinning, the Garden of Eden 

was a most beautiful place, free from sin, pain and death. When he sinned, his 

disobedience brought bitterness into his spirit and every cell of his body; bitterness 

and death permeated everything, everywhere. The seed of everything was cursed. 

The weeds began to grow, sickness, suffering and death set in! (Genesis 3:17-19) 

There was no way whatsoever by which Adam could remedy this. Adam‟s 

nature is hereditary, flowing down from generation to generation, through the seed 

of man. We are told that his son, Seth, was in his own likeness, according to his 

image. He inherited Adam‟s sinful nature. (Genesis 5:3) All mankind is born with 

this nature, hence the need to be born again by the purifying Spirit of God. (Psalm 

51:5) The only way that the curse can be broken is through the shed blood of Jesus, 

the second Adam. On the cross, Jesus took upon Himself the curse on our behalf. 

(Romans 5:10-14; 1 Corinthians 15:22, 45) 

The death of Jesus on the cross was foreshadowed by the Passover in Egypt, 

when the firstborn of the Israelite families escaped death because they had painted 

the blood of a sacrificial lamb over their doorposts. The angel of death wreaked 

havoc in the land, killing the firstborn of every Egyptian family as well as the 

firstborn of their cattle. The essential aspect of this great event in history was the 

fact that the blood had to be taken from an unblemished lamb. (Exodus 12:5-29) 

In a similar way, the sinful nature of man could not be redeemed by the sacrifice 

of a sinful person. This would be a contravention of God‟s lawful principles. As it 

was with the Passover in Egypt, the price to escape death is the blood of an 

unblemished lamb. Had the impregnation of Mary been through the seed of Joseph, 

her betrothed, Jesus would have inherited the Adamic nature. The contaminated 

cannot be redeemed by the contaminated. It was only Jesus the Son of God, the 

unblemished lamb, who could pay the price, could shed His blood, for the sins of 

mankind. (Acts 20:28; Revelation 5:9) 

To doubt the truth of the virgin birth of Jesus is to doubt the reality of the gospel 

of Jesus Christ. 

 
**TThhee  ccoonnttaammiinnaatteedd  ccaannnnoott  bbee  rreeddeeeemmeedd  bbyy  tthhee  ccoonnttaammiinnaatteedd**  



3. Born Again to a New Life  

At times the „‟born again‟‟ tag has become fashionable, but regrettably, this tag has 

not necessarily been accompanied by a change of heart and lifestyle. In the eyes of 

observers, this has cheapened and compromised what should be a watershed 

experience in one‟s life. 

There are only two playing fields on this earth. One is under the management 

and control of the god of this world, the devil (1 John 5:19) and the other one 

under the management and control of the God of the Universe, our Heavenly 

Father. As we have seen, the truth is that we are born again into this world with an 

inherited sinful nature, (Romans 3:23; Jeremiah 17:9) and we need to be born 

again, by the Spirit of God, into the family of God. (John 3:3) 

 

The essential five C‟s of the born again experience: 

 Conviction 

The sin in your life creates a need for repentance and God‟s forgiveness, and this is 

highlighted by the revelation of the goodness and love of God, the knowledge of 

His holiness, and that He is for you and not against you. (Romans 2:4) The 

conviction grows, until you know that the only way to change is by the grace of 

God, believing that Jesus paid the price for your sins. (Ephesians 2:8; 1 

Corinthians 6:20) 

 Challenge 

You are challenged to count the cost of a lifetime commitment, which involves the 

subjection of your will to the will of God, and the laying down of your life to allow 

Him to be Lord and Master of your destiny. (Luke 14:25-30) 

 Commitment 

A decisive commitment must be made to change your allegiance from the god of 

this world to the God of the universe. This is a vital choice, whether or not to enter 

into a covenant relationship with God. It is a lifetime commitment.  

 Conversion 

In conversion, the Spirit of God delivers you from the domain of darkness into the 

Kingdom of our Lord and His Christ, and you are born again, into a new life of the 

Spirit. (Colossians 1:13) 

 Change 

A heart transplant takes place, whereby your heart of stone is replaced by God‟s 

heart. You become a new creature. A metamorphosis takes place. (2 Corinthians 

5:17) This is not just a clinical humanistic change, but a supernatural 

transformation by the power of God; the beginning of the greatest love relationship 

you will ever have. You become a child of a loving God, one whom you can call 



Abba Father. (Romans 8:14-16) There is a great rejoicing in Heaven when you 

repent, and your precious soul is added to God‟s eternal family. (Luke 15:7) 

  
**CCaallll  HHiimm  AAbbbbaa,,  FFaatthheerr**  



4. Water Baptism 

In the great commission, Jesus commanded us to go and make disciples of all the 

nations, baptising them in the name of the triune God, the Father, the Son and the 

Holy Spirit. (Matthew 28:19). 

Water baptism is a public declaration and confirmation of one‟s rebirth in 

Christ. It symbolises death to the old sinful nature and rebirth into newness of life 

in Him. (Romans 6:3-8) Jesus Himself was baptised by John the Baptist in the river 

Jordan even though He was sinless. Can you imagine how John felt at the time? 

Here was Jesus, the Son of God, asking John to baptise Him. John, who obviously 

had a revelation of who Jesus was, tried to reverse the roles by saying that Jesus 

should rather baptise Him. Jesus humbled Himself, in obedience to His Heavenly 

Father, to fulfill all righteousness. When the Heavenly Father looked upon His 

Son, He confirmed His Sonship. “This is my beloved Son,” God said, “in whom I 

am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:13-17) 

Significantly, immediately after His baptism, Jesus was impelled by the Holy 

Spirit to go out into the Wilderness, where He was tested by Satan after forty days 

of fasting. (Matthew 4:1) After resisting temptation, He returned to Galilee in the 

power of the Spirit, for the beginning of His public ministry. (Luke 4:14)   

 
**BBaappttiissmm,,  aa  sstteeppppiinngg  ssttoonnee  ooff  oobbeeddiieennccee**  



 

5. Baptism in the Holy Spirit  

The experience of being baptised in the Holy Spirit is an infilling of the Spirit of 

God in a person. It is a gift from God which brings a new dimension to our 

perception and appreciation of Him. It is an empowering experience, designed to 

equip us to serve God and to be His witnesses. (Acts 1:8; 10:45; 19:1-6) 

The work of the Holy Spirit is to be our Helper, to convict us of sin and to 

disclose Jesus to us. An infilling of the Holy Spirit brings a greater sensitivity to 

the voice of God, a greater hunger and thirst for Him, and a greater appreciation of 

the Word of God and of Jesus as Lord of our lives. (John 14:16-17, 26; John 16:7-

8) It triggers off the workings of the gifts of the Spirit. This was seen on the day of 

Pentecost when, to the amazement of the devout Jews who witnessed the event, the 

followers of Jesus spoke in many languages of the mighty deeds of God. What was 

truly amazing was that those who spoke in tongues were Galileans and yet each of 

those Jews, who were from every nation under heaven, heard them speak in their 

own language. (Acts 2:1-8, 11) 

Desire the experience of the infilling, not for any self-aggrandisement, but to be 

a more effective servant of God. As you grow in God, you will need the ongoing 

process of being filled again and again. 

If your life as a Christian is dry and you have not experienced this infilling, ask 

Jesus the Baptiser to fill you. (John 1:33-34) Ask and you shall receive. (Luke 

11:9-13) You will not be disappointed. 

 
**TThhee  ggiifftt  ooff  tthhee  HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt  eemmppoowweerrss**  



6. Baptism by Fire 

This is a baptism not often spoken about. No one likes to be burnt by fire! It is, 

however, an essential baptism, and one which is entirely God‟s prerogative. God 

initiates it. You don‟t have to seek it. 

John the Baptist declared that Jesus would baptise people with the Holy Spirit 

and with fire. (Matthew 3:11-12) On the day of Pentecost, this dual baptism took 

place, and the followers of Jesus were baptised both in the Holy Spirit and by fire. 

Tongues of fire appeared to be resting on each of them as they were filled with the 

Holy Spirit, (Acts 2:1-4) and a great transformation took place in their lives on that 

day. It was the birth of the Church. 

God allows the fiery trials to come our way with one objective, to purify our 

hearts. (Malachi 3:2-3) He is more interested in our character than our comfort.  

There are three important aspects of this baptism by fire: 

 Firstly, it is unpredictable. It comes upon us suddenly, as it did on the day of 

Pentecost. The Bible tells us not to be surprised at the fiery ordeal, but to keep on 

rejoicing. (1 Peter 4:12-13) It is important that we should prepare ourselves for 

God‟s dealings in our lives, by being teachable and open to correction. 

 Secondly, the fiery ordeal is intended not to punish us, but to discipline us. We are 

disciplined by a loving Heavenly Father. (Hebrews 12:6-8) 

 Thirdly, having been trained by the discipline, it produces the peaceful fruit of 

righteousness in our lives. (Hebrews 12:11) 

God is a consuming fire (Deuteronomy 4:24) but the fire He brings our way is 

always encompassed by a Father‟s warm heart. He wants the best for us. 

 
**TThhee  bbaappttiissmm  ooff  ffiirree  ppuurriiffiieess**  



7. Faith 

When we say that we have faith in a man, we trust him, having confidence in his 

ability, integrity and faithfulness. In the same way, when we have faith in God, we 

trust Him, having the utmost confidence in His sovereign ability, truthfulness and 

faithfulness, and that He has our best interests at heart. The classic biblical 

definition of faith is in the book of Hebrews. It teaches us that “faith is the 

assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1) 

Faith is a living, vibrant, inherent confidence that is implanted in a believer at 

conversion, and is developed in the process of Christian growth. This trust in God, 

this faith, is the firm foundation under everything that makes life worth living. It is 

our handle on what we cannot see. Faith in God gives meaning and purpose to life. 

No wonder that without faith it is impossible to please Him. (Hebrews 11:6) 

In his earthly ministry, Jesus came upon a Roman centurion whose servant was 

paralyzed and in great pain. “I will come and heal him,” said Jesus.  The centurion 

replied that he was not qualified for Jesus to come under his roof, but that He 

should just say the Word and his servant would be healed. Jesus marvelled, saying 

that He had not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. (Matthew 8:5-10) God 

is looking for men and women of faith who will fix their eyes on Jesus, the author 

and perfector of our faith. (Hebrews 12:2) The question is: when Jesus returns, will 

He find faith in the earth? (Luke 18:8) 

Faith comes by hearing the Word of Christ. (Romans 10:17) There is no other 

source. Trying circumstances will certainly test our faith, but will not produce 

faith. However, our positive response to God‟s word through trying circumstances 

will produce endurance, resulting in our completeness, our lacking in nothing. 

(James 1:2-4) 

Faith is imparted to us as we study and meditate on the Bible. If our faith is 

grounded and strong, if it is anchored in Christ, our lives will unquestioningly 

result in the faithfulness which is a fruit of the Holy Spirit. 

The master key to life is that we live by faith and not by sight, not relying only 

on things we see in the natural, but having faith in God‟s goodness, guidance and 

provision. (2 Corinthians 5:7) Bear in mind, everything that does not come from 

faith is sin. (Romans 14:23) 

God does not expect us to have complete faith. To each He has given a measure 

of faith. (Romans 12:3) It is an encouragement to us that Jesus said that if we have 

faith as small as a mustard seed, and say to a mountain “move from here to there”, 

it shall move. Nothing shall be impossible to us, (Matthew 17:20) for it does not 

depend on us, but on God. 



In the words of a song, “faith in God can turn the tide for you, faith to believe 

that His promises are true. Faith to believe in the work He is yet to do. Faith brings 

the changes we are longing to see!” 

 
**TThhee  mmaasstteerr  kkeeyy  ttoo  lliiffee  iiss  lliivviinngg  bbyy  ffaaiitthh**  



 

8. The Law Abides Forever 

Some Christians think that the law of the Old Covenant, basically the Ten 

Commandments given by God through Moses, was done away with when Christ 

brought salvation by grace through faith. 

Jesus said that He came to fulfil the law, not to destroy it. He said that not the 

smallest letter of the law would pass away, until Heaven and Earth pass away, until 

everything is accomplished. He went on to say that whoever annuls one of the least 

of the commandments and teaches others to do so, would be called least in the 

Kingdom of Heaven. (Matthew 5:17-19) 

The reality is that the law stands. The law is the standard by which the morality 

of people is measured. Without it, how could there be transgression? Through the 

law comes the knowledge of sin. (Romans 3:20) 

In God‟s sight, no person can ever be justified by the works of the law. The 

Israelites tried to do this, but found it to be impossible. To be guilty of breaking 

one law is tantamount to being guilty of breaking the whole law. (James 2:10) This 

can be likened to a game of cricket where if a batsman misses one ball and it hits 

his wicket, he is out. It is the end of his innings. 

The difference lies in the keeping of the law. The whole law is fulfilled in one 

word, love, not by trying to keep a set of rules, the dos and don‟ts of life. 

(Galatians 5:14) It is fulfilled because of our faith in the redemptive, sacrificial 

love of Jesus, by the grace of God. It is fulfilled in our response to His love, which 

sustains in us the desire to obey and please Him in all respects. He is not interested 

so much in what we do and how we do it, as why we do it. The law then is not a 

mind issue, but is written on our hearts. We are no longer under the law, but under 

grace. However, this should never be interpreted as a license to sin, to break God‟s 

laws. (Romans 6:15) His law is holy, righteous and good (Romans 7:12) and our 

faith in God does not nullify the law, it establishes it. (Romans 3:31) 

 
**TThhee  llaaww  iiss  wwrriitttteenn  iinn  oonnee  wwoorrdd,,  lloovvee**  



 

9. The Breaking of Bread 

When two people have a meal together, it is usually an intimate experience. A 

family gathering to share a meal is usually an enjoyable occasion. The Last Supper, 

perhaps the most intimate time that Jesus had with His disciples, was a most 

significant event. It was the last time that they were all together before His 

crucifixion; the last time after being together through thick and thin for three and a 

half years, in a very close relationship. 

The occasion was tinged with sadness. Jesus was deeply grieved in His soul, 

knowing of the events soon to take place. In the Garden of Gethsemane, he had 

prayed, asking his Heavenly Father if the ordeal lying ahead could be avoided. As 

the Son of God, He did not escape emotional strain: in His humanity He was made 

like us in all things. (Hebrews 2:17-18) However, He submitted Himself, 

acquiescing that all must take place according to the will of His Father. (Matthew 

26:38-39) He knew that He was not only to carry the cross and suffer a ghastly 

death, but also He was to take upon Himself all the sins of humanity, past, present 

and future.  

At the supper, He invited His disciples to break and eat the bread. “This is my 

body, which is for you, do this in remembrance of Me,” He said. He also took a cup 

of wine, inviting them to drink, saying, “This cup is the New Covenant in My 

blood; do this as often as you drink it in remembrance of Me”. By commemorating 

the meal in this way, the disciples would proclaim His death until His return. (1 

Corinthians 11:23-29, Matthew 26:29) What a different experience it will be, 

drinking wine anew in His Father‟s Kingdom with a triumphant glorified Jesus, 

who will return, not to be crucified afresh, but to rule and to reign! 

As His disciples, we are commanded to eat the bread and drink the wine in 

remembrance of what Jesus did for us, the shedding of His blood on our behalf for 

the forgiveness of our sins. As we break bread together, we should participate 

wholeheartedly, in spirit, soul and body. During the Passover in Egypt, the 

Israelites were instructed to eat all of the unblemished lamb, not leaving any of it 

over till morning. Any leftovers were to be burnt with fire. (Exodus 12:10) It was 

to be done in totality, not a partial thing. We remember with thankfulness that 

Christ‟s death did away, once and for all, with the Old Covenant blood sacrifice of 

goats and calves, and obtained eternal redemption for us. (Hebrews 9:12) It was no 

longer just a covering over of sin, but a total taking away of our sin by the Lamb of 

God. (John 1:29) 

The breaking of bread, the Holy Communion or Covenant Meal, should never 

become just another ritual, a sombre religious tradition. Whilst there must be a 



reverence and a time of examination before God and a right attitude towards our 

fellow believers, the Body of Christ, it should be a joyful celebration! It is a time 

of intimacy with our Redeemer, a time to be spent in thankfulness and in 

anticipation of celebrating with Him again in the Father‟s Kingdom. 

 
**CCoommmmuunniioonn,,  aa  rreemmeemmbbrraannccee  tthhaatt  cceelleebbrraatteess  tthhee  ffuuttuurree**  



 

Characteristics of God 

10. The Multi-faceted Nature of God 

God, the father, has not left us guessing regarding His nature, but sent us His only 

Son Jesus to reveal Himself to us.  The fullness of the Godhead lived in Jesus 

bodily, (Colossians 2:9) Jesus said, “He who has seen me, has seen the Father”. 

(John 14:9) He also said, “I and the Father are one”. (John 10:30) 

So to know God‟s nature, we need look no further than the life Jesus portrayed 

whilst on earth. He was the exact representation of the Heavenly Father. (Hebrews 

1:2-3) 

Jesus is the Word of God. (John 1:1-14) The Bible, the Word of God, reveals to 

us the following characteristics of God‟s divine nature. He is: 

 Compassionate (Psalm 111:4) 

 Creative (Colossians 1:16) 

 Eternal (Psalm 29:10) 

 Faithful (1 Corinthians 1:9) 

 Generous (John 3:16) 

 Good (Psalm 107:1)   

 Gracious (Psalm 111:4) 

 Holy (Isaiah 6:3) 

 Just (Deuteronomy 32:4) 

 Kind (1 Peter 2:3) 

 Loving (1 John 4:8) 

 Merciful (Ephesians 2:4) 

 Omniscient (all knowing) (1 John 3:20) 

 Omnipotent (all powerful) (Colossians 1:16-17) 

 Omnipresent (everywhere) (Proverbs 15:3) 

 Patient (2 Peter 3:9) 

 Righteous (Psalm 71:19) 

 Spirit (John 4:24) 

 Unchangeable (Malachi 3:6) 

 Upright (Deuteronomy 32:4) 

 He does not sleep (Psalm 121:4) 



The wonder of it all is that we can, through a true knowledge of Jesus, have this 

divine nature of God imparted to us. As we diligently take hold of His wonderful 

promises with faith, His divine attributes become part of our lives. (2 Peter 1:4) 

 
**JJeessuuss  ppoorrttrraayyss  GGoodd’’ss  nnaattuurree**  

11. The Unlimited Love of God  

In the business world, the word „limited‟ in the name of a company indicates that 

in the event of that company becoming insolvent, its shareholders cannot be called 

upon to meet its debts. Their liability is limited to the share capital they have 

invested in the company, and no more. 

God is not only the originator and the author of love: He is love. (1 John 4:8) It 

permeates His being. God‟s every characteristic is flavoured with love, and unless 

we appreciate and embrace that love, we will find it difficult to express love to 

others. 

He loves the unlovely, something which most of us find difficult to do. He 

emphasised the greatness of His love by saying, “Love your enemies and pray for 

those who persecute you”. (Matthew 5:44) He also said “do good to those who 

hate you”. He is even kind to ungrateful and evil men. (Luke 6:27, 35) He shows us 

great loving kindness. (Psalm 117:2) His love is absolutely unconditional.  How 

this goes against the grain of human thinking! 

There is, however, a side to God‟s love which we should never overlook. He 

loves the sinner, but hates sin. He hates sin, but has made a way for us to escape its 

consequences, through the shed blood of Jesus. Although He loves His creation, 

and would not want any to be lost, unrepentant sinners will not ultimately escape 

His wrath and its dire consequences. (John 3:36) 

He loves us before we love Him. (1 John 4:19) When we are still incapable of 

loving Him, He loves us. He draws us, before we decide to run after Him. We do 

not choose Him, He chose us before the foundation of the world. (Ephesians 1:4) 

We did not seek that love, that love sought us. 

When He comes into a human heart, it may be dark, but He floods it with the 

light of heaven. He warms it with His great love. As John Wesley, the founder of 

the Methodist Church said when God met him in a special way, “My heart was 

strangely warmed.” By giving His Son, God revealed His love: by our accepting 

Him, He places His love in our hearts. We can only love Him with the love He has 

already imparted. He loves His image in us. 

There is no shadow of doubt that love is the greatest force in the universe. The 

destructive power of hatred cannot match the power of love. Love is patient, kind, 

free of jealousy, without arrogance, forgiving, endures all things and is eternal. (1 



Corinthians 13:4-7) Love is not a passive feeling or emotion, but is always active. 

It is sacrificial and centred on others. Love does not just look for the minimum it 

can give, but gives abundantly, even of that which is precious and dear. The 

crowning proof of God‟s love is the laying down of one‟s life for a friend. (John 

15:13) 

The systems of this world are not conducive to love like this. They are designed 

to squeeze it out, to reduce us to and identify us as just an impersonal number, and 

to occupy our lives with many other things. As Christians we are to be in the 

world, but not of it. As citizens and ambassadors of the kingdom of Heaven, we are 

expected to invade this world with the love of God. 

Embrace God‟s love, cultivate it, and let it be expressed through you at every 

opportunity. (John 15:17) 

Love never fails. (1 Corinthians 13:8) 

 
**GGoodd’’ss  lloovvee  iiss  bbeeyyoonndd  oouurr  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg**  



 

12. The Heart of the Heavenly Father  

It may be an easy matter to beget a child, but it is a much more difficult task to be a 

successful father. The demands of modern day living exacerbate the problem, 

resulting in most fathers spending little time with their children. To make matters 

worse, many children are brought up by single mothers, depriving them of the 

benefits of fatherhood. Our childhood experience will mostly determine our adult 

attitude to fatherhood. (Proverbs 22:6)  

If we look at a successful earthly father, we see many attributes that give us an 

inkling of what the Heavenly Father‟s heart is like: caring, sacrifice, discipline, 

provision, and friendship, amongst other good things. Loving earthly fathers would 

willingly lay their lives down for their children. In God‟s perfection, He gives us 

these things in far greater measure than we can imagine. (Matthew 7:11) 

The fatherhood of God is far more all embracing than our concept of fathering 

our immediate family, as important as that is. The Father‟s heart desires that we 

express His heart in all our relationships, not just to our own precious children, but 

to all and sundry, the rich and the poor, those who are „down and out‟, the lovable 

and the unlovely. 

To know the heart of our Heavenly Father, we need to look no further than the 

heart of Jesus, who, in His life upon earth, was an exact representation of the 

Father. He said, “He who has seen me has seen the Father.” (John 14:9) Jesus our 

creator is an all knowing God, including every aspect of fatherhood. His love for 

His Father and His fellow man was the cornerstone of His life on earth. This is the 

greatest attribute a father can have. 

God did not create a lot of robots, but made man in His image, having his own 

will, so that he could have fellowship with God. God is not remote from us, but 

intimately involved in our daily lives. The heart of the Father is not devoid of 

emotions. His heart must have been full of loving emotion when He said of Jesus, 

“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:17) 

He displayed anger and was grieved in His heart on a number of occasions, 

(Genesis 6:5-7; Exodus 32:9-14) but His anger is righteous and never vindictive. 

As the author of humour, He wants to fill our mouths with His laughter. (Job 8:21) 

He does not want us to have a sombre life but to have fun and enjoyment. 

Can you imagine how the Father felt when His beloved sinless Son, Jesus, was 

hanging on the cross feeling totally separated as a result of taking upon Himself the 

sins of mankind? This painful experience must have been the climax of the 

sacrifice of giving His Son. God could easily have commanded the angels to rescue 

Jesus from the cross, but it was His love, not the nails, which held Him there. The 



crucifixion did not kill Jesus. His heart burst because He was bearing our sins. God 

in His infinite love did this for you and for me. (John 3:16) His heart is that not 

one should be lost. That is why there is great joy in His heart when a sinner comes 

to repentance. (Luke 15:7) 

Because of His great love, God disciplines His people. All those who 

acknowledge His fatherhood will experience His corrective hand. We should never 

take this lightly, and must realise that it is for our good. His discipline is always 

corrective, never punitive. (Hebrews 12:5-8) 

The above gives us some idea of what the heart of our Heavenly Father is like. 

As His children, we have His DNA within us. He never expects from us something 

which He was not prepared to do Himself: to go the extra mile, turn the other 

cheek and forgive seventy times seven.  

 
**WWee  hhaavvee  aa  bbiigg--hheeaarrtteedd  FFaatthheerr**  



 

13. An Inclusive God 

There is an innate desire in us all to be loved and accepted. To be excluded and 

shunned can be very hurtful. 

Whilst God in His love is very objective in His dealings with man, He is 

essentially an inclusive God. He gave His only Son so that whoever believes in 

Him should have eternal life. His desire is that none be lost. (John 3:16) When the 

sick came to Jesus, all were healed. (Matthew 4:23-24) In the upper room in 

Jerusalem, all were filled with the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:4) Whoever calls on the 

name of the Lord shall be saved. (Acts 2:21) 

God is never exclusive in His love. When His name is lifted up, He draws 

people to Himself. (John 12:32) People exclude themselves when they turn away 

from Him. 

God‟s desire is for His people to be inclusive, never to be selective or exclusive 

in their relating to others. He is an impartial God, and we should be likewise. (Acts 

10:34-35) Of course there will always be some who are closer to you than others. 

This was so with Jesus and His disciples. This was not because of partiality, but 

because of a greater intimacy. 

Always be hospitable and make others feel welcome. (1 Peter 4:9) Avoid 

“cliques” because they are divisive. Jesus wept over Jerusalem and desired to 

gather the people as a hen gathers her chickens under her wings. (Luke 13:34) We 

should display the same inclusiveness.  

 
**GGoodd  iiss  aallwwaayyss  iinncclluussiivvee**  



 

14. God’s Open Arms 

Many people grow up with the idea that God stands far up in the heavens, a stern 

taskmaster with a cane in His hand, just waiting for some mistake so that He can 

punish them. When things go wrong they ask, “Why has God done this to me?” 

Nothing could be further from the truth. We must recognise that the world we 

live in is under the power of Satan and his demonic delegates. (1 John 5:19) The 

earth lies under a curse, instituted by God as a result of Adam‟s sin. (Genesis 3:17-

19) That is why we see so much evil and suffering. 

Ever since sin entered the world through Adam, God‟s purpose has been to 

redeem mankind, firstly by giving us the law and finally in sacrificing His only 

Son Jesus to die for the sin of the world. There will come a time when Satan‟s rule 

on earth will be abolished, and there will be no more curse. (Revelation 22:3) 

Many Christians look forward with eager expectation to Christ‟s triumphant return. 

Despite Satan‟s power over the world, he is just a creature! Almighty God the 

Creator has all ultimate power and authority. (Matthew 28:18) 

In the meantime, God has not left us to our own devices. With open arms, he 

invites us to enter into a covenant relationship with Him through Jesus His Son. 

Through this, we can be empowered and encouraged to overcome the evils around 

us and experience His love, joy and peace in our hearts. Furthermore He has 

promised to meet our daily material needs. (Matthew 6:31-33) 

How great is the love of a perfect heavenly Father! (Matthew 7:11) Some of the 

open armed invitations which God extends to everyone are: 

 If any man is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink (John 7:37) 

 Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters and you who have no money, come buy 

and eat, come buy wine and milk without money and without cost. (Isaiah 55:1)  

 Come to Me all who are weary and heavy-laden and I will give you rest. (Matthew 

11:28)  

 Let the children alone and do not hinder them from coming to Me: for the Kingdom 

of Heaven belongs to such as these. (Matthew 19:14) 

 I stand at the door and knock: if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will 

come in to him, and will dine with him and he with Me. (Revelation 3:20)  

 

If you have had the wrong concept of God, why not accept His open invitation to 

you to draw near to Him so that He can uphold you in His everlasting arms? 

(Deuteronomy 33:27) 

 
**HHiiss  aarrmmss  ooppeenn  wwiiddee  ttoo  wweellccoommee  eevveerryyoonnee  





 

15. A God of Order  

Disorderliness can be very time consuming and the cause of much heartache. Have 

you ever been in the company of a disorderly person, where confusion reigns? 

Things are strewn everywhere and a constant searching takes place to find lost 

things. Disorderliness can be very costly, especially in a business environment, 

resulting in wasted time and effort and dissatisfied customers. 

God is not a God of confusion. God is a God of order. (1 Corinthians 14:33) 

Marvel at His creation, to see how He brought order out of a formless void. Marvel 

at His great attention to detail, His orderliness, the rhythm of the universe, the 

seasons, the cycles of sowing and reaping, the wonder of the human being, 

fearfully and wonderfully made in the image of God. (Psalm 139; 14) 

In His omnipotence, God can cause great changes in the twinkling of an eye, but 

He mostly chooses to change things in an orderly way, line upon line, precept upon 

precept, from glory to glory. (1 Corinthians 15:51-52); Isaiah 28:10,2 Corinthians 

3:18) There is no doubt that He could have completed His creation in one day, but 

He chose to do so in six days, progressively. Even now, His Kingdom is expanding 

in an orderly way. There will be no end to the increase of His government. (Isaiah 

9:7) 

As His servants, we should also be people of order, conducting our lives in an 

orderly manner to the glory of God. (1 Corinthians 14:40) Where jealously and 

selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing (James 3:16) 

In 1 Timothy, Paul goes so far as to say that if anyone does not provide for his 

household, he has denied the faith, and is worse than an unbeliever. (1 Timothy 

5:8)  Slothfulness and laziness are ungodly characteristics. There should be 

nothing slothful about our lifestyle. (Proverbs 19:15) 

This orderliness should never be expressed with straight jacket inflexibility. It 

should never inhibit the work of the Holy Spirit in us. We need to be as flexible as 

new wineskins. Our lives should display the orderliness of our Creator. 

 
**GGoodd  ccrreeaatteess  oorrddeerr  oouutt  ooff  cchhaaooss**  



 

16. A Covenant-keeping God  

In this day and age, when promises are so easily made and so easily broken, it is 

difficult for us to understand the true significance of a covenant agreement. 

Covenant can be defined simply as a mutual agreement between two or more 

persons to do or refrain from doing certain acts. It is a solemn agreement that 

demands strong commitment, truthfulness and the utmost loyalty. 

God is an initiator of covenants. He is a God of covenants, making and keeping 

them with both individuals and nations. (Isaiah 54:10) He is faithful to His 

covenant, even when man is not. God is always true to His Word. He does not lie, 

and He does not change. (Numbers 23:19; Malachi 3:6) The truth is that God 

keeps covenant even when it hurts and He is always there with open arms to the 

covenant breaker who repents and turns to Him. 

God‟s covenant promises spring from His love, His delight in us. He is not after 

a legally binding contract. The world makes these. He wants a lovingly binding 

relationship. (1 John 3:1) 

The essence of God‟s covenant with man was His promise that He would put 

His laws into our minds, write them upon our hearts, and that He would be our 

God and we would be His people. He would be merciful to our iniquities, and 

remember our sins no more. (Hebrews 8:10, 12) The Heavenly Father fulfilled this 

promise to man with the sacrifice of His only son Jesus. Since His death and 

resurrection, the only way to enter into covenant with God is through Jesus Christ. 

(John 14:6) This is the new covenant of grace, which supersedes the old covenant 

of law. (Hebrews 8:13) The new covenant embraces the old: it does not replace the 

old. God did not break the old covenant as He is a covenant- keeping God. 

Although the old became obsolete, the whole law is fulfilled in one word, love, the 

love of Jesus. (Matthew 5:17; Galatians 5:14) 

A fascinating account of God keeping His covenant, irrespective of 

circumstances, is contained in the Old Testament books of Joshua and 2 Samuel. 

The Gibeonites, crafty neighbours of the Israelites, tricked Joshua into entering 

into a covenant of peace. When the deception was discovered, it did not cancel the 

agreement. In fact, God helped Joshua and his soldiers to utterly destroy the five 

Amorite kings, who had attacked the Gibeonites, and at Joshua‟s request, even 

made the sun and moon stand still until the enemy was defeated. This was to keep 

the covenant which Joshua and the Israelites had sworn to in God‟s name. (Joshua 

9:3-20; Joshua 10:5-14) Some four hundred years later, King Saul broke the 

longstanding covenant, killing the Gibeonites. God punished him by causing a 

three year famine, and by killing his descendants, except for Jonathan‟s son 



Mephibosheth. The latter was spared because of the covenant between David and 

Jonathan. (2 Samuel 21:1-9) 

God will go to extremes to keep His promises. He is indeed a covenant-keeping 

God.  

 
**GGoodd  nneevveerr  bbrreeaakkss  HHiiss  ccoovveennaanntt**  



 

17.  A God of Grace  

When someone has done something wrong or made a mistake, one often hears the 

remark “He got what he deserved.” Conversely when someone has been successful 

in business or sport, the saying often is “He deserved it.” 

Whilst God rewards those who diligently seek Him, (Hebrews 11:6) His grace is 

something that cuts right across these customary clichés. His grace is something 

that we can never deserve, (Romans 11:6) nor can all the money in the world, all 

the blood, sweat and tears earn it. His grace is the unmerited favour of God. It is 

the most costly gift there ever could be, but it does not cost us a cent. (Isaiah 55:1) 

The parable of the labourers in the vineyard is an illustration of God‟s grace. 

The labourers who started working at about five in the afternoon were paid the 

same amount as those who had begun early in the morning. Although the latter 

were paid according to their agreement with the landowner, they resented the fact 

that the latecomers received the same pay. (Matthew 20:1-16) As important and 

desirable as it is, our salvation is dependent not upon a lifetime of serving God, but 

upon our faith in His redemptive love. This means even someone who has lived an 

ungodly life can receive God‟s salvation if he sincerely repents and receives Jesus 

as his saviour with his very last breath. The principle was further illustrated when 

Jesus, whilst on the cross, said to one of the two criminals who were crucified on 

either side of him, “truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in paradise”. 

Unlike the one criminal who was hurling abuse at Jesus, this man obviously had a 

revelation of who Jesus was. Jesus saw his repentant heart and forgave him. (Luke 

23:39-43) This is the wonder and extent of God‟s grace. Of course, those who have 

served God faithfully over many years will be rewarded for their faithful service! 

 As with any gift we have to receive God‟s grace, take hold of it and embrace it 

so that it becomes a reality to us.  We receive that grace through Jesus Christ, who 

introduces us, by faith, into the grace in which we stand. (Romans 5:1-2) To 

receive His grace we need to be humble, having a childlike faith. (James 4:6) 

It is by the grace of God that we are saved from the law of sin and death. 

(Romans 5:17; Romans 8:2)   It is by the grace of God that we prosper and 

accomplish things.  God is able to fill us so full of grace that we have an abundant 

supply for every good deed. (2 Corinthians 9:8) He enables us to do supernaturally 

what we cannot do naturally. The grace of God becomes more of a reality to us as 

we extend it to others, sharing the grace with which we have been blessed.  When 

we feel weak, God's grace is sufficient for us because His power is perfected in our 

weakness. (2 Corinthians 12:9). 

 
**GGrraaccee  iiss  aa  ffrreeee  ggiifftt  ffrroomm  GGoodd**  





 

18. A Merciful God 

God judges all, the living and the dead. (Hebrews 12:23); Acts 10:42) He will 

execute judgement upon all and will convict the ungodly of their ungodly deeds 

and of all the harsh things they have spoken against Him. (Jude 1:15) 

This does not imply that He is a merciless or unjust God.  His judgement is 

always totally just, (John 5:30) never unfair or biased.  His love for mankind, for 

His creation, is so great that He sent His only son Jesus to save the world, not to 

judge it. (John 3:17) His heart is that none be lost. (John 3:16)  He is, however, a 

holy and righteous God who has ordained laws, principles and precepts by which 

we are judged.  Each one of us has already been judged by these standards and 

found to be guilty. (John 3:18; Romans 1:18-20) Everyone has sinned and fallen 

short of God‟s glory, His standards. (Romans 3:23)  To use a simple practical 

example, if you put your hand into the fire, it will be burnt. If you jump off a cliff, 

you could be severely injured or killed.  There are consequences of breaking God's 

principles, both natural and spiritual. 

In the face of this it is important to realise that the mercy of God triumphs over 

His judgement and that in His mercy, He has made a way for us to escape the 

eternal consequences of breaking His laws. (James 2:13)  If we verbally admit that 

Jesus is Lord, and believe in our heart that God raised Him from the dead, we shall 

be saved. (Romans 10:9-10) 

As Christians, we need to be careful in our attitude towards others, particularly 

other members of the Body of Christ. 

We are commanded not to judge, lest we be judged ourselves.  We will be 

judged by the same standard by which we judge others! (Matthew 7:12) Being 

judgemental is ungodly. 

 
**GGoodd’’ss  mmeerrccyy  ttrriiuummpphhss  oovveerr  jjuuddggeemmeenntt**  



 

19. A God who forgives 

There is great power in forgiveness.  It is the gateway to eternal life.  Lack of 

forgiveness has serious consequences. When God forgives you He deletes the sin 

and casts it into the sea of forgetfulness, as if it had never happened.  He removes 

the sin as far as the east is from the west, and as far as the heavens are above the 

earth. (Psalm 103:10-12)  He obliterates it.  The “acknowledgement of debt” for 

our sins was cancelled and nailed to the Cross. (Colossians 2:13-14) Jesus is the 

Lamb who removes the sins of the world. (John 1:29)  The forgiven become whiter 

than the snow. (Isaiah 1:18)    

God's forgiving nature was demonstrated wonderfully when Jesus, hanging in 

agony on the cross, said “Father forgive them for they don't know what they are 

doing”. (Luke 23:34) His compassion encompassed even those who were 

responsible for His ghastly suffering and death. They certainly were not repentant 

at the time, but were unaware of the significance of their actions. 

People tend to classify sins into different categories, the serious ones like 

murder, and the lesser ones like telling a lie. In God‟s eyes there is no 

differentiation: sin is sin and no sin is too serious for His forgiveness. The greater 

the sin, the more His grace abounds. (Romans 5:20)  To those who repent of their 

sins, God is forgiving.  He forgives seventy times seven. (Matthew 18:21-22)  

However, despite God‟s forgiveness, sin can have serious consequences. Whilst 

it is often possible to make restitution, there are sins which have a serious effect, 

not only on the life of the sinner but also on the lives of others. God forgave King 

David his sin of adultery with Bathsheba, Uriah‟s wife, which resulted in the birth 

of an illegitimate child. However, despite David‟s fasting and lying on the ground 

all night, the child was struck dead. (2 Samuel 12:9), 13-19) This is a reminder to 

us that the wages of sin is death, and this can be experienced on many levels, both 

physical and otherwise. (Romans 6:23) 

Christians often fall into the snare of remembering their sins and dwelling upon 

them, even after they have repented and been forgiven. This should not be.  Allow 

God to pour out the balm of forgiveness upon your heart and soul, and wash you 

clean. (Ephesians 5:25-26)  Let Him obliterate the memory of the forgiven sin 

from your mind.  Remember you are clean by the Word He has spoken over you. 

(John 15:3) 

 
**FFoorrggiivveenn,,  aanndd  ffoorrggootttteenn**  



 

 

20. God, the Answer 

The diversity of God is illustrated by His names which range from the Lion to the 

Lamb, from the Consuming Fire to the Lily of the Valley.  He is All in All. 

(Ephesians 1:23) 

Because of His diverse nature, He relates to every situation and circumstance in 

our lives, and He identifies completely with every temptation that we face.  He can 

sympathise with our weaknesses because He has been tempted in all things as we 

are. Yet He did not sin. (Hebrews 4:15)  Think about it, Jesus faced every kind of 

temptation which we could possibly face; temptations to commit murder, adultery, 

robbery, fraud, to lie, steal, to be involved in witchcraft.  You name it.  In His 

humanity He was exactly as we are and there is no doubt that He could have given 

in to temptation and sinned.  (Hebrews 2:17)  He did not give in because He was 

sold out to do His Father's will. (Luke 22:42)  

He said that whatever He saw His Heavenly Father doing, He would do it in the 

same way.  He did not do anything independent of His Father.  (John 5:19) What a 

wonderful example to us of being led by the Holy Spirit. 

 He was the unblemished Lamb of God.  It is a comforting thought that He will 

not allow us to be tempted beyond what we can endure. (1 Corinthians 10:13)  The 

remedy to every problem in our lives is in Him. Don‟t look anywhere else for a 

solution! (Psalm 121)  

As difficult as it may be, don‟t focus on the problem.  Turn around one hundred 

and eighty degrees and focus on Him.  Abide in Him and look to His Word for the 

answer. (John 15:7) 

As the Many Breasted One, the Provider, the Healer, the Deliverer, the Great 

Shepherd, the Bread of Life and the Restorer, He is the answer. He is our refuge 

and our strength. (Psalm 46:1) 

 
**GGoodd  iiss  tthhee  aannsswweerr  ttoo  eevveerryy  pprroobblleemm**  



 

21. He Never Leaves nor Forsakes You 

People love to be accepted and feel needed.  To be forsaken by loved ones and 

friends leaves one devastated. Jesus knew His disciples would all leave Him after 

he was arrested and they did. (Matthew 26:31) It is hard to imagine what He felt on 

the Mount of Olives that last night, deserted by His disciples, left alone at the most 

testing time of His earthly life.  On the cross He cried out “My God, My God, why 

have You forsaken Me?” (Matthew 27:46)  This was the climax of His agony.   

The curse, the sins of the world were upon Him, separating Him from God His 

Father.  Having gone through this experience, Jesus can identify with us 

completely when we are lonely. “I will never desert you nor will I ever forsake 

you,” He said. (Hebrews 13:5) 

An amazing account of God‟s abiding presence in the face of adversity is 

contained in the book of Daniel. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were thrown 

into a furnace by King Nebuchadnezzar because they refused to worship a golden 

image. A fourth person appeared in the fire with them, one who, according to an 

astounded Nebuchadnezzar, was “like a son of the gods”. The three men walked 

out of that fire without a hair being singed, whereas those who threw them into it 

were burned to death. These three men were not left alone in their time of need. 

Likewise, as you put your trust in God, He will not forsake you in the furnace of 

your affliction. (Daniel 3:10-30) 

Sin is the only thing that separates people from God. (Isaiah 59:2) Everyone has 

sinned and fallen short, but He has bridged the gap, giving free access to His 

throne room through the work of the cross of Jesus. (Ephesians 2:17-18) This 

access is a free gift from God to everyone who wants it and receives Him as king 

of their lives.  Once this has been done, there is a covenant relationship and He will 

never leave nor forsake them.  Nothing can separate them from His love. (Romans 

8:38-39) 

This is very personal, He will always be with you, and if you have received God 

into your life, He will always be with you to the end of the age.  He will be there 

for you when you need Him most.  Don't ever forget that. 

The covenant with Him is like the marriage vow, “for better, for worse, for 

richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health”. God and you will be inseparable - for 

eternity. This is the best security you can ever have. 

 
**GGoodd  iiss  aallwwaayyss  wwiitthh  yyoouu**  



 

22. Christ is All in All  

From the awesome wonder of the universe and the vastness of the galaxies, to the 

atom and smallest forms of life, what orderliness and beauty there is in God‟s 

creation. The heavens tell of the glory of God and their expanse declares the work 

of His hands! (Psalm 19:1) The creation, nature itself, brings an enhanced 

perception and a deeper understanding of His invisible attributes, His eternal 

power and divine nature. We are without excuse if we are blind to this. (Romans 

1:20) 

The greatest wonder of it all is that Jesus Christ is at the centre of everything. 

All things were created by Him and for Him. In Him all things are held together. 

(Colossians 1:16-17) He is the Alpha and the Omega, with everything of true value 

beginning and culminating in Him. (Revelation 21:6)   He is far above all 

authority, power and dominion and above every name that is named, now and 

forever. (Ephesians 1:20-21) And yet in all His splendour and power, He is a 

personal God, aware when a sparrow falls. (Matthew 10:29) He knows us 

intimately, and cares for each one of us, even knowing how many hairs there are 

on our heads. (Psalm 139:1-6; 1 Peter 5:7; Matthew 10:30) 

When we contemplate His greatness, His infinite, unconditional love, our only 

response can be to fall on our knees and worship Him – the King of Kings. 

  
**CCrreeaattoorr,,  aanndd  ffrriieenndd**  



 

23. Christ, the Head, Who Identifies With His Body  

One of the wonderful aspects of Jesus is that He ascended into Heaven to sit on the 

right hand of the Father, far above all rule and authority and at the same time He 

lives within those who accept Him into their lives as Lord and Saviour. (Ephesians 

1:20-21; Galatians 2:20) 

Jesus has been given all authority over the Church, His body, the fullness of 

Him who fills all in all. (Ephesians 1:22-23)  He is the Head and His Church is His 

body on earth.  God designed things in such a way that Jesus, the Head, works 

through His body, the Church, to function upon earth.  His body certainly cannot 

function without Him, the head. 

Jesus identifies completely with His body.  This was borne out by the fact that 

when He spoke to Paul, the Apostle on the road to Damascus, (at that time he was 

known as Saul of Tarsus) He said, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?”(Acts 

9:3-5)  At that time Jesus had already ascended into Heaven and He was referring 

to the persecution of His disciples.  He identified completely with them. 

On another occasion in His earthly ministry, He told a  parable about the 

judgement separating the sheep and the goats, saying to those who had been 

involved in righteous  acts of compassion, “To the extent that you did it to one of 

these brothers of mine, even the least of them, you did it to me.”  To those who had 

done nothing, He said, “To the extent that you did not do it to one of the least of 

these, you did not do it to me.”  He identifies completely with the poor and needy. 

(Matthew 25:40, 45) 

His desire is to be one with you and for you to be one with Him in every respect, 

co-creators and co-workers. (John 17:20, 21; 1 Corinthians 3:9)  However, He will 

always be the head, the leader, the architect, the teacher, the one who directs and 

guides. He is the potter and we are the clay, moulded by Him into His likeness. 

(Jeremiah 18:6) 

Jesus longs for that intimacy with you, the same intimacy that He shared with 

His Father when He was walking upon the earth.  Draw near to Him and He will 

draw near to you. (James 4:8) 

 
**CChhrriisstt  wwaannttss  ttoo  lliivvee  wwiitthhiinn  yyoouu**  



 

24. Our King’s Counsel  

Jesus is our advocate, our counsellor. (Isaiah 9:6) He is our King‟s Counsel, seated 

at the right hand of our Heavenly Father, and He lives to intercede on our behalf. 

(Hebrews 7:25)  He is the mediator between us and the Father. (1 Timothy 2:5) 

Day and night He pleads our case. In His vigilance He never takes a coffee 

break, never goes on vacation and never falls asleep. He is always alert on our 

behalf, motivated by His great love for us. 

The wonderful thing about this counsellor is that His services, unlike an earthly 

counsellor, do not cost us a cent. He Himself has paid the full fee for us. All we 

need to do to retain His services is to acknowledge that He has made that payment 

on our behalf. Furthermore, to obtain the services of an earthly counsellor it is 

usual practice to consult an attorney as an intermediary to brief the counsellor. This 

is not the case with our counsellor, Jesus, as we have direct access to Him at all 

times. 

There is also an opposing counsel, the devil, who day and night makes 

accusations against us before God. (Revelation 12:10)  He is the accuser par 

excellence, but he has a major problem.  He has no authority whatsoever.  He has 

nothing to back up his arguments.  His is a lost cause.  He was stripped of his 

armoury by the cross experience of Jesus Christ. (Colossians 2:15)   Our 

counsellor Jesus, on the other hand, has all the authority in heaven and on earth to 

back Him up, with the full weight of the law behind Him. (Matthew 28:18)  What a 

wonderful counsellor we have pleading our case to the Father! 

Remember that you are not alone when you pray because Jesus is echoing your 

prayers to the Father.  Even when you are not praying, Jesus is praying to the 

Father for you. His constant petition to the Father is that He will be fully formed in 

you and that you will be saved to the uttermost. (Galatians 4:19; Ephesians 4:13) 

 
**JJeessuuss  eecchhooeess  oouurr  pprraayyeerrss  ttoo  tthhee  FFaatthheerr**  



 

25. The Great Shepherd 

A flock of sheep grazing on a green hillside is a lovely sight, conjuring up a sense 

of peace and tranquillity.  Jesus compared the people of God to sheep, and in doing 

so emphasised the need for good shepherds to shepherd God‟s flock.  As the Great 

Shepherd, He gives His body shepherds with his heart. (Jeremiah 3:15; 1 Peter 

5:1-2) God considers this role to be of such importance that He requires them to 

give Him a double account. They are accountable to God, not just for themselves, 

but also for the manner in which they shepherd the sheep. (Hebrews 13:17) 

Only a shepherd having the same heart as that of the Great Shepherd, who laid 

down His life for the sheep, can fulfill an effective shepherding role. A shepherd 

after God‟s own heart has these characteristics: 

 He will always point the sheep to the Great Shepherd, exhorting and encouraging 

the sheep to grow and depend on God and not on himself.   

 He will shepherd, not under compulsion, but voluntarily; and not for sordid gain 

but with eagerness (1 Peter 5:2) 

 He will not allow a preoccupation with the ninety nine sheep to deter him from 

searching for the one who is straying.  He will not write anyone off, but reach out in 

love, endeavouring to restore the straying sheep. (Matthew 18:12-14) 

  He will never lord it over the flock in a domineering way, but lead by example.  

He will avoid at all costs a controlling spirit which can be manifested in subtle 

ways. (1 Peter 5:3)  

 He will gather the lambs in his arms, and will gently lead the nursing ewes. (Isaiah 

40:11) 

 He will be impartial, never neglecting the followers, the plodders, by favouring the 

pioneers. 

 He will not lead and minister as a loner, but will be involved as part of a team, to 

which he is accountable. 

Whilst there are the leading shepherds who carry the governmental 

responsibility for direction, doctrine and discipline, all the sheep should play a 

shepherding role by ministering to and caring for one another.  All believers are to 

be part of the Royal Priesthood which God is raising up.  

God is raising up shepherds after His own heart, full of grace and truth, who are 

prepared to lay down their lives for the sheep. (Jeremiah 3:15) 

We should never lose sight of the big picture.  In reality, there is only one flock, 

the Body of Christ and one shepherd, Jesus, the Great Shepherd. (John 10:16; 

Psalm 23) 

 



**JJeessuuss  aallwwaayyss  llooookkss  ffoorr  tthhee  oonnee  lloosstt**  



 

26. God’s Family  

When the Lord taught us how to pray, He started with “Our Father” not “My 

Father”, (Matthew 6:9) signifying that God is the Father of a family, a wonderful 

family on earth, known as the Body of Christ. 

 When someone told Jesus that His mother and brothers were standing outside 

wanting to speak to Him, He stretched out His hands towards His disciples and 

said, “Behold My mother and my brothers, for whoever shall do the will of my 

father who is in Heaven is my brother and sister and mother.”(Matthew 12:46-50)   

Jesus was part of a natural family and God considers such family life to be very 

important, but what Jesus said illustrated that God has a spiritual family whose 

desire is to do His will.  It is a wonderful privilege to be part of God‟s world-wide 

family.  There is a recognition of one another which goes beyond the natural, 

because of a oneness of spirit. 

When you think of a body, you realise that each part is inseparable, drawing 

from and giving life to another.  You cannot tell where one part ends and another 

begins.  Oneness is the key.  God's thinking is so different to man‟s!  We tend to 

undervalue the parts that seem weaker and less honourable, but God gives more 

abundant honour to these. (1 Corinthians 12:14-27)  This is how God wants our 

relationships to be; one with Him and one with one another.   He hates divisiveness 

because it breaks down the family spirit. (Proverbs 6:16, 19; 1 Corinthians 1:10) 

Love is the greatest bond of all.  Jesus is the Vine and we are the branches.  As a 

branch draws the sap from the vine, we are to draw our life and love from Him. 

(John 15:4)  This creates an enrichment of the fellowship which we enjoy with one 

another.  An ember separated from the warmth of other glowing embers will soon 

lose its glow and warmth.   

Don‟t allow this to happen to you. Don‟t stop coming together with the people 

of God. (Hebrews 10:25) 

 
**TToo  bbee  iinn  GGoodd’’ss  ffaammiillyy  iiss  aa  pprriivviilleeggee**  



 

27. God’s Community  

There was a time in the early church when the believers were so much of one heart 

and mind that they regarded nothing as their own, but held everything as common 

property.  As a result of this, there was not a needy person among them. (Acts 

4:32-35) Will we yet see a resurgence of this way of life in the Christian 

community? 

These early believers were a community empowered by the Holy Spirit. All 

members had the same interests and goals and were wholeheartedly yielded to the 

Holy Spirit.  It does not really matter whether they all sold their houses and lived 

together – that can be done by people without achieving God‟s purpose at all – as 

is evidenced by those who join cults. 

Community is the very essence of the Church and the lifestyle of the kingdom of 

God.  The teaching of community lays an axe to the root of self-sufficiency and 

independence. Paul put his finger on this when he said “The eye cannot say to the 

hand, I have no need of you; or again, the head to the feet, I have no need of you.” 

(1 Corinthians 12:21)   

The ultimate community is the oneness in the Body of Christ: one with the 

Father, one with Jesus and one with each other. (John 17:22-23) This is the 

essence of community, a life of interdependence.  When one suffers, all suffer, 

when one rejoices, all rejoice. (1 Corinthians 12:26)   It is in this oneness that God 

commands His blessing (Psalm 133) and reveals His heart, His love and His 

power. 

The mighty impact of the early Church on the world of that day was not so much 

through the prominent ministries, such as Peter and Paul, but through the 

community of ordinary believers. Unbelievers saw how much the Christians loved 

and cared for one another and this had a tangible effect on them. (Acts 5:13-14) 

The Church will finally fulfill her evangelistic mission out of the reality of 

community. 

Jesus earnestly prayed for this oneness to become a reality on earth. (John 

17:20-21) Surely His prayer will be answered and the world will yet see oneness in 

the Body of Christ.  There is an inevitable moving in this direction.  Pray for it.  

Contend for it. 

 
**CCoommmmuunniittyy  iiss  KKiinnggddoomm  lliiffeessttyyllee**  



 

28. A Marriage Made in Heaven 

Marriage is not what it used to be. Tragically many of those who do get married 

end up in the divorce court and many others opt to live together rather than „tie the 

knot‟.   If it doesn‟t work out, each goes his or her own way.  

Divorce is commonplace today.  The time leading up to, during and after a 

divorce all play havoc with those involved. 

God designed marriage as a wonderful union of two persons, intended to be a 

vibrant, dynamic state of ever-deepening love and growth.  It was not intended just 

for procreation, as important as that is, but for travelling life's journey together. 

(Genesis 2:24)   In togetherness, in sharing, in preferring one another, in praying 

together, there is a unity of great strength. (Deuteronomy 32:30)  Marriage is not 

so much finding the right partner, but being the right partner.  

Praying together cements the covenant relationship of marriage. It brings an 

intimacy into the relationship which results in walking in the light with one 

another. 

A nation is as strong as the strength of its individual families.  God places great 

importance on family life, teaching us to honour our fathers and mothers and not 

provoke the children. Every family, in heaven and on earth, derives its name from 

our Heavenly Father. (Ephesians 3:14-15)   Godly families are the building blocks 

of the Kingdom of God. 

God emphasises the importance of marriage by commanding husbands to love 

their wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her. 

(Ephesians 5:22-25) This unconditional love will result in a reflection of love from 

the wife, enabling her to fulfil God's command for her to respect her husband in 

everything.  God would not command something that is impossible and 

unattainable. Love never fails. (1 Corinthians 13:8) 

If you are experiencing difficulties in your marriage relationship, don‟t give up. 

Seek professional counsel, but remember the ultimate solution lies in adhering to 

the godly principles designed by the author of marriage, the great healer, Jesus 

Christ. 

 
**TThhee  cceennttrraalliittyy  ooff  CChhrriisstt  ––  tthhee  eesssseennttiiaall  iinnggrreeddiieenntt  iinn  mmaarrrriiaaggee**  



 
  

 

Why are we Here? 

29. A Covenant-keeping People 

As Christians, our primary responsibility is to keep our covenant with God: to have 

faith in Him as a loving heavenly Father and to walk in His ways. Moreover, as we 

are in covenant with God our Father, it follows that we share that covenant with 

one another as His children. (1 John 3:1) It is an inescapable fact that we are in 

covenant with one another. You can choose your friends but you have no choice 

regarding your brothers and sisters in Christ! 

Covenant protects where it can, believes the best of each other and remains the 

same, for better or for worse. We do not reject a fellow Christian or marriage 

partner who fails, but rather we restore that person in gentleness, faithfulness and 

covenant loyalty. (1 Peter 3:8-9) 

Covenant with one another brings security, not perfection. This is the godly 

approach to covenant. Self styled independence, defensive attitudes and 

secretiveness are signs of a covenant not outworked. It is vitally important that we 

serve one another through love. (Galatians 5:13-14) 

God‟s heart is for His Church to express this covenant in practical ways, 

showing His love. (John 13:35); John 15:12) He wants us to experience the 

abundance of His kingdom, receiving mighty answers to prayer and being totally 

effective in ministry. This can only come about when we become a covenant-

seeking and covenant-keeping people.    As much as we might try, we can never 

keep the covenant in our own strength. It is only God who enables and strengthens 

us to do so. (2 Corinthians 3:4-6) The conditions and implications are awesome 

and costly, sometimes requiring the laying down of our lives for one another, but it 

is also very rewarding. (John 15:13; 2 John 8) 

David and Jonathan are a wonderful example of two persons in a covenant 

relationship. The things which Jonathan gave David are representative of the things 

which are exchanged in a covenant relationship. His cloak was a symbol of his 

wealth and possessions, his sword a symbol of his strength and his belt, a symbol 

of his protection. This is a symbolic example of the ultimate sacrificial love 

between persons in covenant. (1 Samuel 18:1-4) 

We can begin to walk in this depth of relationship with one another only as we 

receive increasing revelation and understanding of the covenant love and grace of 



God towards us. As we appropriate all the benefits of the cross, and exchange all 

our pseudo security and strength for His, we are overwhelmed with His love and 

are able to lay down our lives for Him and His people. 

 
**KKeeeeppiinngg  yyoouurr  ccoovveennaanntt  wwiitthh  GGoodd  iiss  aa  pprriioorriittyy**  



 

30. Our Mission in Life 

Life is not meant to be just an existence, an aimless wandering. Each one of us has 

a mission to fulfill, an individual role to play in God‟s overall plan. He has a plan 

and purpose for every one of us. (Jeremiah 29:11) 

Whether we are called to be doctors, nurses, teachers or scientists, the overriding 

mission in our lives is to give others the good news of God‟s love and grace: to 

sow godly seeds and water them whenever possible. God will give the increase, 

something that we cannot do. (1 Corinthians 3:6-7) 

We are to be not only carriers of the message, but we are to be the message. We 

are to be letters of Christ, known and read by all men. (2 Corinthians 3:3)   We are 

to be the salt, the light: we are to set an example by applying godly principles and 

using our gifting and talents in our homes, in the workplace, on the sports fields 

and in all our relationships. 

As the world is plunging more and more into darkness, it is imperative that we 

should raise the flag of the Kingdom of God, and possess the land and the nations 

for our King, the King of Kings. There needs to be an invasion of the darkness, to 

bring deliverance and hope to the captives, making disciples of them, teaching 

them to observe the commandments of God. (Matthew 28:19-20) 

There was a great contrast between the lives of King Saul of the Old Testament 

and the apostle Paul of the New Testament. Compare King Saul‟s words, “Behold, 

I have played the fool and have committed a serious error” with Paul‟s words, “I 

have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith.” (1 

Samuel 26:21; 2 Timothy 4:7-8) You do not want to have regrets one day about the 

life you have led. 

Christ has come to set us free from the law of sin and death and to give us an 

eternal hope and a future beyond our wildest dreams. (1 Peter 1:3-4) When we 

come to the end of our earthly life, how good it would be to hear God say, 

“Mission accomplished!” (Matthew 25:21)  

 
**GGoodd  hhaass  aa  rroollee  ffoorr  yyoouu  iinn  HHiiss  ppllaann**  



 

31. An Ambassador with Authority 

As a Christian, your citizenship is in heaven. (Philippians 3:20)  As an ambassador 

of Christ, you carry the credentials of the greatest Kingdom of all time, the 

Kingdom of God. (2 Corinthians 5:20)  This Kingdom will never pass away, will 

always be increasing:  it is a Kingdom of beauty, peace, joy, accomplishment and 

great love.  

Do not be too attached to material things, the things that are temporal, and the 

things that often look so good but are passing away.  The important things are not 

to be found in the material realm, but in the qualities and characteristics of God. (2 

Corinthians 4:18) 

An ambassador has no authority outside the mandate given to him by the 

government of the country he represents.  He has authority only to the extent that 

he submits to the authority over him.  The Roman centurion brought this important 

principle out when he approached Jesus to heal his paralysed servant, saying that 

he was a man under authority and as such, could give orders to those under his 

command. (Matthew 8:9) God has delegated His authority to his people. However, 

it is sheer folly to think that we can have this authority if we do not submit 

ourselves; to Him, to one another in the fear of Christ and to the godly leaders He 

has placed over us. (Ephesians 5:21; Hebrews 13:17) The account of the rebellion 

of Korah and his followers against God‟s appointed leaders should serve as a stern 

warning. God punished them drastically – the earth opened up and swallowed them 

and their households, together with their possessions. (Numbers 16:1-3, 32) 

There is great authority in the Word of God, which is living and active, and 

sharper than any two-edged sword! (Hebrews 4:12)  

As a submissive ambassador of God, you have the authority to positively 

influence situations in your home, your neighbourhood, your city, your country 

and the nations. (Matthew 28:18-20; Titus 2:15) You should be the head and not 

the tail. (Deuteronomy 28:13) You serve an unlimited God, so don't limit Him.   

 
**AAuutthhoorriittyy  iinnvvoollvveess  ssuubbmmiissssiioonn**  



 

32. An Overcomer 

Many people show great courage in times of adversity and the adage which states 

“when the going gets tough, the tough get going” is very often true.  Humanity has 

an inherent instinct for survival. 

In a lifelong walk with God, it takes more than determination and willpower to 

overcome the many trials and obstacles we will face.  The temptation to sin and 

even the pride of success can be overwhelming.  

How do we become overcomers? We need to believe and apply the following: 

 The blood of Jesus  

We have to believe that Jesus, the Lamb of God shed His blood in payment for our 

sins and that He takes them away and cleanses us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 

1:7-9)  There is great power in the shed blood of Jesus.  It was the full price that 

was paid on our behalf by our Maker, to set us free for eternity, from all the 

bondages of life.  We are set free from guilt, condemnation, insecurity, 

hopelessness, lack of forgiveness, selfishness, anger, strife, jealousy and all such 

things which keep us bound as if we were living in a strait jacket.  It is a once and 

for all transaction, never to be repeated and subject to no negotiation whatsoever.  It 

is a finished work. (Hebrews 10:10-14) 

 The word of our testimony  

Our testimony in any situation we face is when our lives agree with God‟s Word. 

The Word we speak must be borne out by the life we live.  It must be a living 

reality to us, or our testimony will lose its power.  It is the personal testimony of 

what we have experienced in our relationship with God, His faithfulness in every 

situation. Our weapons are not carnal, but divinely powerful for the destruction of 

strongholds, (2 Corinthians 10:4) those life-sapping strongholds that can take root 

in us. 

 Living a God-focused life 

We must not live a self-centred life, but a life focused on God and His purposes, 

even to the point of death.  This does not necessarily mean martyrdom, but a death 

to one's own fleshly desires and ambitions. (Galatians 2:20) The motivating factor 

in every situation should be centred on doing God‟s will, no matter what the cost. 

 
**AArree  yyoouu  oovveerrccoommee  oorr  aann  oovveerrccoommeerr??**  



 

33. More Than a Conqueror 

History is full of accounts of armies winning wars, only to find that they fail to 

restore peace and establish good leadership in the country they have conquered.  

They then withdraw their forces and abandon the territory.  It often happens that 

because of the damage inflicted during the battles, the state of the country is worse 

than before the conflict began. 

As Christians, we are to be not only conquerors of the enemy, but more than 

conquerors in Christ Jesus. (Romans 8:37)  Our enemy, the devil, will do 

everything in his power to prevent us from fulfilling our purpose in God.  We, 

however, have a weapon greater than any nuclear power, the sword of the Spirit, 

the Word of God, with which to conquer the enemy. (Hebrews 4:12) 

More than conquerors, we are to occupy and rule the conquered territory.  In the 

book of Genesis, God commissioned mankind to be fruitful and multiply, to fill the 

earth, subdue it and to rule over every living thing. (Genesis 1:28)  That 

commission has not been withdrawn or changed.  It stands today. 

We are not involved in the hit and run tactics of guerrilla warfare.  These tactics 

can be likened to the man who has an unclean spirit cast out of him and because 

the space in him remains unoccupied, the spirit returns with seven other more 

wicked spirits.  His last state becomes worse than the first. (Matthew 12:43-45) 

How often we start something good, but fail to finish it.  We should never leave 

things hanging in mid air or create a vacuum.  To be more than conquerors we 

should have the determination and willingness to finish the task that God has set 

before us. God is looking for those who keep faith, not those who profess faith. 

 God told Joshua, the great leader who succeeded Moses, that he would be given 

the place wherever the sole of his foot trod. (Joshua 1:1-3)  The army of God 

needs to take the ground and establish the banner of Christ over that ground. We 

are not to be just conquerors, but more than conquerors in Christ Jesus. 

 
**EEnnffoorrccee  CChhrriisstt’’ss  vviiccttoorryy  ––  bbee  aa  ccoonnqquueerroorr**  



 

34. Barriers to Be Broken 

There was excitement and a sense of great achievement when an aircraft, able to 

fly faster than the speed of sound, shattered the sound barrier for the first time. 

Over the years since then, the speed of sound has been exceeded with ease and that 

barrier is no longer an obstacle.  Likewise, the running of the four-minute mile by 

Roger Bannister was a great achievement.  Breaking the four- minute mile barrier 

is now a common occurrence. 

There are many barriers in life to be broken and the people of God should 

always have a pioneering spirit.   Without the pioneers the barriers will never be 

broken. The Church needs pioneers because it is destined to press on to the fullness 

of Christ, who fills all in all. (Ephesians 1:22-23) Settlers will hamper the growth 

of the Church. However, they should never be rejected but encouraged to be 

pioneers themselves. 

To break the settler mentality there has to be a breaking of the barriers in the 

mind.  We need to change the mindset that says “it can‟t be done” to “I can do all 

things through Christ who strengthens me.”(Philippians 4:13)   

Why does a Christian so often remain a settler? 

 An obvious reason is the harbouring of sin, of wilfully practising sin.  If this 

persists in your life, not only will it disqualify your pioneering aspirations but the 

question arises as to whether or not you will inherit the Kingdom of God. 

(Galatians 5:19-21) 

 If you are satisfied with the status quo, in a comfort zone, wearing a placard that 

says, “do not disturb,” there is a zero chance of breaking into a pioneering role.  A 

rut deepens until it eventually becomes a grave! 

 The influence of past failures can result in a fearful approach to the new, a fear of 

repeated failure.  God does not look upon anyone as a failure but as someone who 

has made mistakes.  There are always new beginnings in God.  He makes all things 

new. (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

 A lack of faith will impede your progress in God.  Faith can only come from 

hearing the Word of God. (Romans 10:17) Without a firm foundation in God‟s 

Word, there can be no pioneering into the unfolding of God‟s plan. 

 There has to be a vision, both corporate and individual, of the role, destiny and 

inheritance which God has for you.  See the future, prepare for it and become it.  

Without a vision, you will just flounder in settler mediocrity. (Proverbs 29:18) 

A godly pioneer will always be clothed in humility, without a sense of superiority. 

(1 Peter 5:5) A godly pioneer has an innermost desire to see the settler also 

becoming a pioneer.  



God is looking for pioneers to break through the barriers, large or small.  Don‟t 

settle for second best. God has much more in store for us.  Let us all press on as a 

pioneering people, continually being transformed in response to His high calling. 

 
**BBee  aa  GGooddllyy  ppiioonneeeerr**  



 

35. The Fruit of the Spirit 

Can you imagine what our lives would be like without any fruit?   Fruit is part of 

our food intake, giving life to our bodies.  In the Bible, numerous references are 

made to fruit, beginning in the first book, Genesis, and ending in the last book, 

Revelation.  

In the Garden of Eden, there were two kinds of trees, the tree of life and the tree 

of the knowledge of good and evil. (Genesis 2:9; Revelation 2:7)  The fruit from 

the tree of life was life giving, whereas the fruit from the other tree resulted in 

death. (Genesis 2:17) In our own lives the fruit of the Spirit gives life but the fruit 

of our fleshly striving brings death. 

Jesus said that every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 

into the fire. (Matthew 3:10) He warned against the false prophets who come in 

sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves, saying that we will know them 

by their fruits. (Matthew 7:15-20)  Outward appearances can be very deceptive.  

How often are people caught by a smooth-talking fraudster who convinces them to 

make an investment which actually goes into the fraudster's own pocket?  Many 

people call themselves Christians.  However, the only means by which you can 

truly identify them is by the fruit produced in their lives. Grapes will not be 

gathered from thorn bushes, nor can you pick figs from thistles.  As a protective 

measure, we need to be discerning, testing every spirit to see whether they are from 

God or not. (1 John 4:1)  However, we need to be careful not to be judgemental in 

doing this. 

For a tree to bear fruit it must be firmly rooted.  Firstly, the roots must be firm, 

so that the tree will not be blown over by strong winds.  Secondly, the roots need to 

reach down to draw life-giving moisture from the soil.  Similarly, we should be 

firmly rooted in Christ, drawing our life from the Holy Spirit and God's Word.  As 

we abide in Jesus, and He abides in us, we shall bear much fruit, without striving.  

We are to be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water. (Psalm 1:1-3) 

Another essential for our fruit-bearing is the pruning process.  Most of us want 

to avoid this!  However, if we are bearing good fruit, we cannot escape the 

pruning, as this process enables us to bear more fruit. (Psalm 1:1-3) 

The book of Galatians lists love as the very first fruit of the Spirit. It is the 

wrapping around all the other fruit, the motivating factor, borne out of the heart of 

the Heavenly Father. From love springs forth the joy of the Lord, which is our 

strength, the peace of God which is beyond our understanding, and the patience 

which is so necessary in a stressful world.  Out of love will flow the kindness, 



goodness and gentleness towards others, the faithfulness towards God and others, 

and the self-control we need to discipline our behaviour. (Galatians 5:22-23) 

In the book of Revelation, mention is made of the tree of life on either side of 

the river of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit for every month of the year. 

(Revelation 22:2) This is a consistent, perpetual fruit-bearing, not seasonal, which 

will produce leaves for the healing of the nations.   

There is a trumpet call for the people of God to embrace Christ like never 

before, to become the fruit-bearers who will bring healing and restoration to every 

nation upon this earth.  By this our Heavenly Father will be glorified. (John 15:8) 

 
**LLoovvee  iiss  tthhee  wwrraappppiinngg  aarroouunndd  aallll  tthhee  ootthheerr  ffrruuiitt  ooff  tthhee  SSppiirriitt**  



 

36. The Fragrance of Christ  

Have you ever enjoyed the lovely fragrance of nature such as after a shower of 

rain, or been bowled over by the sweet aroma of magnolia blossom in the evening 

breeze? This perfume is sweeter than many perfumes we buy in a shop.  Christ‟s 

fragrance that we carry as his believers is totally unique. 

In the Old Testament books of Exodus and Leviticus, the Israelites were 

exhorted to offer an acceptable sacrifice to God, as a soothing aroma, pleasing to 

Him. (Exodus 29:18; Leviticus 1:9) Although the sacrifice of animals has been 

made obsolete by the New Covenant, the custom of offering God a soothing 

aroma, a fragrance, is still an essential one today. This is far more encompassing 

than what is commonly referred to as worship. He is looking for those who 

worship Him in spirit and truth. (John 4:23) We have a choice, to offer up an 

aroma that is either pleasing to God or one that is repugnant to Him. Our lives have 

to exude the fragrance of Christ, both to our Heavenly Father and to others. Just as 

Christ loves us and gave Himself up for us, we are to walk in love, a fragrant 

aroma offering and sacrifice to God. (Ephesians 5:1-2) 

In Paul‟s second letter to the church at Corinth, he gives thanks to God for 

manifesting through them the sweet aroma of the knowledge of God in every 

place. To God, he says, the Church is the fragrance of Christ among those who are 

being saved and those who are perishing. To the one they are a fragrance of life, 

and to the other the smell of death. He also states that the Corinthian Church is 

among those who sincerely speak in Christ in the sight of God, not like many who 

simply “peddle” the Word of God. (2 Corinthians 2:14-17) 

All the evangelistic efforts in the world prove to be fruitless unless they carry 

the fragrance of Christ. The early Church, even with its imperfections and despite 

all the opposition and persecution, carried that fragrance, resulting in their being 

held in high esteem by unbelievers. (Acts 5:13) When Annas, the high priest, and 

his followers arrested Peter and John, they marvelled at the disciples‟ confidence. 

Despite the fact that Peter and John were uneducated and untrained, the fragrance 

of Christ shone through them because they had been in His presence.  (Acts 4:13)   

Let us not, as the Church of Christ, emit a repugnant aroma, but let us fill every 

place with the fragrance of Christ, to both believers and unbelievers. He wants to 

beautify us with His salvation so that we will walk in love, attracting people to 

Him, and as we lift Him up, He will draw all men to Himself. (John 12:32) 

 
**TThhee  ffrraaggrraannccee  ooff  CChhrriisstt  ddrraawwss  uuss  ttoo  lliiffee**  



Killers of our Faith 

37. Religion or Relationship? 

One of the subtle tools that Satan uses is to appear as an angel of light, an outward 

show. (2 Corinthians 11:13-15) He is the master of deception which is often 

manifested in religion through the power of a religious spirit. (John 8:44)  The 

greatest opposition to Jesus in His earthly ministry were the Pharisees and 

Sadducees, who were ruled by religion rather than by a relationship with the 

Heavenly Father. 

Some of the hallmarks of a religious person are self righteousness, hypocrisy, 

legalism, following the traditions of men, being devoid of the truth and having an 

outward conformity which appears to be good, but is burdensome and restrictive. 

Unfortunately, a Christian is generally referred to as a religious person.   This 

often brings a reproach on the Church of Jesus Christ, as no distinction is made 

between the wheat, the real thing, and the chaff, which looks like the wheat, but is 

not. (Matthew 3:12; 13:24-30)  It is important to note, however, that Jesus made it 

clear in the parable of the tares and the wheat that it is God‟s prerogative, not ours, 

to distinguish between them.  

There is a vast difference between a religious person, and a person having a 

living relationship with Jesus Christ.  One can be a church-goer for many years, 

and know much about God, without actually knowing Him in a personal way. 

Religious zeal can be misplaced at the expense of doing God‟s will. Look at the 

parable of the Good Samaritan. The priest and the Levite were so rigidly set on 

doing their „duty‟, whatever that was at the time, that when they saw the half-dead 

man on the side of the road, they passed by on the other side. The Samaritan, who 

belonged to a tribe despised by the Jews, helped the man. (Luke 10:30-37) Who 

was it who really did God‟s will? 

In a relationship with God, He imparts His Divine nature to you and from your 

innermost being there is an outflow of God‟s love and grace to others. (2 Peter 

1:3-4) Sometimes this can be expressed in very unconventional ways!  The essence 

of this relationship is “It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives within 

me.”(Galatians 2:20) 

The apostle Paul, before His conversion on the road to Damascus, had been 

persecuting Christians because of his religious zeal.  What a dramatic change there 

was in him when he met Christ in a personal way! (Acts 9:3-6, 15) 

 If you see yourself in the mould of a religious person, you can be changed in a 

moment by repenting and inviting Jesus to cleanse you from your sins and to come 

into your life as your saviour, lord, and friend. (John 6:35, 37) 



 
**WWee  hhaavvee  aa  lloovvee  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  wwiitthh  CChhrriisstt**  



 

38. The Letter Kills but the Spirit Gives Life 

The Christian‟s life was never meant to be a life of drudgery. Many Christians go 

through a time in life when they are trying to live by a set of rules, trying to keep 

the commandments of God and trying to be righteous.  This can only result in self-

righteousness, which to God is as filthy rags. The result is heaviness, dryness, a 

burdensome life devoid of fulfilment. This is enough to put anyone off the 

Christian life forever. 

If you try to live by the letter, you will be very vulnerable to the demonic 

influence of self-condemnation, where a good thing can be twisted into something 

negative.  For example, if you have not read a chapter of the Bible and had a quiet 

time in prayer every day, you feel that you are in God's bad books.  What 

nonsense!  This is false guilt, inflicted upon you, under the influence of the enemy.  

There is no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus. (Romans 8:1) This does 

not detract from the need for self-discipline in daily devotions, but this should 

come out of a deep desire to be in the presence of one's Heavenly Father, not be 

born out of an obligation or a duty. 

The truth is that the letter of the law kills, but the Spirit gives life. (2 Corinthians 

3:6) Under the New Covenant of God, Jesus came to set us free from this 

burdensome yoke of the law, by replacing our heart of stone with His heart and by 

giving us the fruit of the Holy Spirit. (Galatians 5:1-6, Hebrews 8:10) He gives us 

His joy so that our joy may be full. (John 15:11)  The joy of the Lord and not our 

self-effort, is our strength.   

It is neither by might nor by power that we live a victorious and fulfilling life. It 

is by the Spirit of the Living God. (Zechariah 4:6) This is the bottom line. It is a 

paradox that we cannot have a victorious walk with God unless we first sit with 

him in heavenly places, simply appropriating what He has done for us. (Ephesians 

2:4-6)  

He has given us everything that pertains to life and godliness. (2 Peter 1:3) We 

can add nothing whatsoever to this. Jesus did a complete, one hundred percent 

work for us. All that we have to do is appropriate this free gift by faith. “It is no 

longer I, but Christ who lives in me (Galatians 2:20)   His living in us is the hope 

of glory. (Colossians 1:27) As we abide in Him and He abides in us, we will 

experience a flow of living water that will refresh us and give us strength to live 

our lives in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
**DDrroopp  tthhee  ddoo’’ss  aanndd  ddoonn’’ttss,,  lleett  CChhrriisstt  lliivvee  tthhrroouugghh  yyoouu**  



 

39. From Which Tree Do You Draw Your Life? 

In the Garden of Eden, two kinds of trees are mentioned, the tree of life, and the 

tree of the knowledge of good and evil. (Genesis 2:9)  Adam and Eve could freely 

eat from any tree except from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  Eating 

from this tree would result in death. (Genesis 2:16-17) 

This same principle applies today.  We have a choice of which tree from which 

to draw our life.  The choice is between life and death, a life with God or without 

Him. (Romans 6:23)  Although the choice is a simple one, there is a vast chasm 

between the two kinds of life. 

Some of the fruit of the wrong tree is legalism, living by a set of rules, dead 

works, desperation, anxiety, self dependence and death. Choosing from the tree of 

life produces instead an abundant life led by the Spirit of God, eternal fruit, 

inspiration, peace, submission to God and eternal life. 

The Psalmist brings out how much the man whose delight is in the law of the 

Lord is blessed. He is like a tree firmly planted next to streams of water, that yields 

fruit in its season, has leaves that will not wither, and prospers in whatever he 

does. (Psalm 1:1-3)  

The only kind of tree mentioned in the last chapter of the Bible is the Tree of 

Life which bears fruit continuously and its leaves bringing healing to the nations. 

(Revelation 22:2)   

 
**LLiiffee  oorr  ddeeaatthh::  iitt’’ss  yyoouurr  cchhooiiccee**  



 

40. Living Water or a Stagnant Pool? 

Without water there can be no life. There is nothing more refreshing or 

invigorating than satisfying your thirst by drinking from a crystal clear mountain 

stream. Conversely, droughts can be devastating, resulting in famine and death. 

Great dams and water systems are constructed to carry life-sustaining water to 

different areas. 

Life can be similar to a stagnant pool. A stagnant pool will not sustain life. The 

Dead Sea, for example, is devoid of life because it has only an inflow and no 

outflow. This can also apply to the Word of God. We can always be learning and 

never come to the knowledge of the truth. (2 Timothy 3:7)  We become puffed up 

and arrogant as a result of not applying the Word in a practical way in our daily 

lives. (1 Corinthians 8:1-2) 

Our belief in God should result in rivers of living water flowing from our 

innermost being. (John 7:38) We need to build up a reservoir of God‟s Word in us, 

so that when He opens up a valve, there will be a strong outflow of pure living 

water, a river that will overflow its banks, reaching out to the parched earth, to the 

highways and byways, bringing life to weary travellers. (Revelation 22:1-2) 

If you have been a stagnant pool, it is time to become a river of living water, by 

the grace of God. Jesus has issued an open invitation to anyone who is thirsty to 

come to Him, and drink of that life giving water. (John 7:37)  

 
**LLeett  lliivviinngg  wwaatteerr  ffllooww  ffrroomm  yyoouurr  iinnnneerrmmoosstt  bbeeiinngg**  



 

41. Passivity 

From a Christian perspective, being lukewarm or passive is like poison, a killer. 

Politically, passive resistance has often been successful in achieving its objective, 

but this form of passivity is not to be confused with passivity in the Christian 

context, which is an anathema to God. He hates it, and would prefer to have us hot 

or cold, rather than lukewarm. (Revelation 3:16) Passivity does not mean activity 

or inactivity, but a state of heart. Many people are physically very active, but they 

are spiritually inactive and their hearts are far from God. Others appear to be 

godly, but deny the power of godliness. (2 Timothy 3:5) These people often fit into 

the mould of passivity which God hates, having the form without the fear of God, 

the form without the faith which pleases God, and the form without God‟s favour.   

In the book of Jeremiah, the life of Moab is compared to the process of 

winemaking. He had been at ease and undisturbed since his youth, thereby 

retaining his flavour and not changing his aroma. He had not been emptied from 

vessel to vessel, and so had avoided the purifying and maturing process. What a 

picture of prolonged passivity! As a consequence, the day would come when the 

Lord would send people to tip him over, emptying his vessels and shattering his 

jars. The consequences of passivity are shattering. (Jeremiah 48:11-12) Change is 

often a difficult and challenging experience, but the cost of resisting change is 

greater than the cost of embracing it. 

Most of us have some form of passivity within us. It is very easy to slip into 

passive mode so we need to be constantly alert. (1 Corinthians 16:13) May the zeal 

of God consume you. (John 2:17) 

Invite God to continuously massage your heart with His passion and zeal so that 

you will not fall into the passivity death trap. 

 
**GGoodd  hhaatteess  ppaassssiivviittyy**  



 

42. The Perils of Lack of Forgiveness  

Have you ever heard a person say that they will never be able to forgive someone 

for as long as they live? Perhaps someone who murdered or raped a close relative 

such as a wife of a child? In human terms we can understand the trauma and 

emotion involved. However, irrespective of the circumstances, God requires us to 

forgive. We cannot pick and choose whom we forgive. It is relatively easy to 

forgive someone near and dear to us who requests forgiveness. The acid test is to 

forgive those regarded as our enemies. 

Great men of God such as Paul and Joseph suffered much hardship at the hands 

of those who opposed them, and yet they were forgiving. Jesus and Stephen, the 

first Christian martyr, forgave their persecutors at the height of their ghastly 

physical and emotional suffering. Would we have said that those perpetrators did 

not deserve to be forgiven, but should have been severely punished? A great 

characteristic of God‟s divine nature is the desire to forgive and to bring about 

restoration and reconciliation. 

If we have anything against anyone, we are to forgive, so that our Heavenly 

Father will forgive us. (Mark 11:25) Just think of how much we need to be 

forgiven by God. 

Lack of forgiveness is a scourge, and like a cancer it eats away until it becomes 

a terminal illness, ending in death. The sin of lack of forgiveness separates us from 

the Lord of life. (Isaiah 59:2) It becomes a wall blocking out the forgiveness of 

God. (Matthew 6:15) It may start in a small way but like yeast, it grows and 

leavens the whole lump. It leads to bitterness and resentment, affecting spirit, soul 

and body. (Hebrews 12:15) It has both temporal and eternal consequences, this 

separation from God. It blinds you from the truth, robs you of the joy of life, and 

causes inner turmoil. 

If you find it hard to forgive someone, ask the Holy Spirit, the Helper, to 

empower you to forgive. Ask Him to impart this godly desire into your heart and 

soul, so that you can be set free from the destructive power of lack of forgiveness. 

(John 14:16-17) 

With God all things are possible. (Matthew 19:26) 

 
**LLaacckk  ooff  ffoorrggiivveenneessss  sseeppaarraatteess  uuss  ffrroomm  GGoodd**  



 

43. The Pride of Life 

Pride can take root very subtly. Pride can be defined as an inflated opinion of your 

qualities and achievements. 

A parent‟s expression to a child, “I am proud of you, well done” falls into a 

different category. This is giving recognition and encouragement, rather than 

giving the child a swollen head. 

In Proverbs, mention is made of seven things, commonly referred to as the seven 

deadly sins, which are an abomination to God. At the top of the list is the reference 

to haughty eyes, a proud look. (Proverbs 6:16-17) Satan‟s rebellion against God 

and his fall from heaven was an account of the birth of the sin of the pride of life. 

The boastful pride of life is not from the Father, but from the world. (1 John 2:15-

16) In this account in Isaiah, God draws attention to what the devil said in his heart 

at that time. “I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God; 

I will sit on the mount of assembly, in the recesses of the north; I will ascend above 

the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.” (Isaiah 14:12-

14)   

This is a classic example of destructive pride, a total focus on self and self-

exaltation, which spawns arrogance, selfishness and a host of other sins.  It is no 

wonder that God hates this sort of pride. It always precedes a fall. (Proverbs 

16:18). 

Christians are not exempt from pride, and sometimes find it hard to resist the 

temptation of becoming religiously proud of “their ministry”. Jesus highlighted the 

sin of spiritual pride in the parable about the Pharisee‟s superior attitude toward the 

tax-gatherer when they both went up to the temple to pray. (Luke 18:10-14) 

Christians should also be aware of the dangers of “pioneering‟ pride, of claiming 

that they have received special cutting edge revelation and knowledge from God, 

or of having an attitude of looking down on others. God will be the judge of where 

we stand.  

Pride has serious consequences. God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to 

the humble. (1 Peter 5:5) To be opposed by a person is bad enough, but there can 

be nothing worse than being opposed by Almighty God. God will always fill an 

empty heart which yearns for Him, but when people are full of themselves, there is 

no room for God in their lives. If you walk in pride, you can be sure that God will 

humble you. (Matthew 23:12) 

If pride is a problem in your life, follow the wonderful example of Jesus, who 

humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death. (Philippians 2:3-8) 

Humble yourself under the mighty hand of God. (1 Peter 5:6) In humbling 



yourself you ought to say: I could not have achieved what I have without the 

inspiration and help of my Maker; (John 15:5) what I have accomplished is by the 

grace of God who has used me as an earthen vessel; (2 Corinthians 4:7) I will take 

no glory for myself but give all the glory to You my Lord.  (Matthew 6:13) 

Humble yourself and God will exalt you at the proper time.  

 
**HHuummbbllee  yyoouurrsseellff  ssoo  GGoodd  wwiillll  nnoott  ooppppoossee  yyoouu**  



 

44. Deception – Satan’s  Deadliest Weapon 

The common picture of Satan is of a being with horns and a pointed tail, carrying a 

fork. This picture hardly conveys the truth! He is a wily adversary of the people of 

God, a thief who comes to steal, kill and destroy. (John 10:10) Although stripped 

of his armour by Christ, he is still set on his course of destruction and goes about 

like a roaring lion seeking someone to devour. (1 Peter 5:8) It is important to note 

that he is like a roaring lion. The true lion, the Lion of Judah, Christ, made a public 

display of him and his demonic forces, disarming them by His cross experience. 

(Colossians 2:15) 

It was Jesus Christ who won that victory, on behalf of mankind. We can only 

partake of that victory, and enforce it by being in Him and by His being in us. 

Outside of Christ, our defences are down and we are completely vulnerable to the 

deception of the enemy. To withstand the schemes of the devil, we have to put on 

the full armour of God. (Ephesians 6:11)  

Deception is the act of representing as true what is known to be false, or 

representing as false what is known to be true. When we fall for either of these, we 

are deceived. 

Satan was evidently a supreme angel serving in God‟s presence until his 

ambition to make himself like God got the better of him and he was cast down 

from heaven because of his rebellion. (Revelation 12:9) His lofty ambition resulted 

in a disastrous downward fall to eternal ruin. As he is no fool, he must have 

sincerely believed that he could succeed, so the arch deceiver, who initiates 

deception, was himself deceived. 

Deception is Satan‟s deadliest weapon, used consistently ever since Eve was 

beguiled in the Garden of Eden. One of the most common instruments of deception 

is that of lying. Satan is the father of lies, and he deceives the whole world.  (John 

8:44; Revelation 12:9) His tactics are not overt, but under cover. He comes in 

disguise as an angel of light, and his servants are disguised as servants of 

righteousness. (2 Corinthians 11:14-15) They even disguise themselves as apostles 

and prophets of Christ, appearing in sheep‟s clothing but inwardly being ravening 

wolves. We can recognise them, Jesus said, by their fruits: not by their gifting, or 

charisma, or performance or display of power, but by the fruit of Christian 

character, the likeness of Jesus in the individual. (2 Corinthians 11:13; Matthew 

7:15-16) 

Satan will always try to bring deception by infiltrating the church with his 

agents. Does this mean that we are to look at every person in the church with 



suspicion? Definitely not! It is the responsibility of the shepherds, God‟s chosen 

leaders, to protect the sheep from the wolves. (Acts 20:28-30). 

Christians can be vulnerable to the ruses of Satan. We are not exempt. Peter 

rebuked Jesus for saying He was to suffer many things, be killed and then raised up 

on the third day, saying it would never happen to Him.  Jesus responded, “Get 

behind me Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are not setting your 

mind on God’s interests, but man’s”. (Matthew 16:21-23) If Satan had the audacity 

to try to use someone that close to Jesus for his purposes, how much more will he 

try to use us! Jesus warned His disciples, “See to it that no one misleads you”. He 

also said that great deception, leading many astray, would be a sign of the time of 

His return. (Matthew 24:4, 11, 24) 

These are some of the dangers leading to deception, which should be avoided at 

all costs, together with their antidotes: 

 The danger of pride and rebellion, which is a front-runner leading to deception. 

Rebellion is likened to the sin of divination or witchcraft. (1 Samuel 15:23) A heart 

lacking submission towards godly leadership and to one another is a fertile breeding 

ground for deception. 

The antidote is to clothe ourselves with humility, nestling under the protection of 

God‟s mighty hand, recognising the importance and counsel of those who rule over 

us, and seeing the value of those alongside us. (Hebrews 13:17) 

 The danger of being only a hearer of the Word and not a doer. There is no value 

whatsoever in hearing the Word if we do not obey it: we are simply deluding 

ourselves. (James 1:22) 

The antidote is to cultivate a spirit of sensitivity and obedience to the promptings 

of God, no matter how small the issue at hand. It is the little foxes that spoil the 

vine. (Song of Solomon 2:15) 

 The danger of the illusion that through grace we can live licentiously and still reap 

the blessing of God. If we sow to the flesh, we will reap corruption. (Galatians 6:7-

8) 

The antidote is to be diligent in abhorring evil and clinging to that which is good. 

(Romans 12:9) 

 The danger of, after beginning in the Spirit, trying to achieve our goals by human 

effort. Legalism is a killer, prompting the apostle Paul to say, “You foolish 

Galatians, who has bewitched you?” (Galatians 3:1-3) 

The antidote is to live by faith, walking in the Spirit (Galatians 3:11; 5:16) 

 The danger of being taken captive through philosophy and the tradition of men, 

and of refusing to change. (Colossians 2:8) 

The antidote is to be flexible and open to new things in God, like a new wineskin. 

(Mark 2:22) 



 The danger of a ministry in isolation, as a loner. The deceived are totally unaware 

that they are deceived. 

The antidote is to minister in a team context, being totally accountable to one 

another. The New Testament Church pattern indicates that the servants of God 

were not sole performers, but worked in pairs or teams. A safeguard is to be found 

in relationship with God‟s foundational gift ministries. (Ephesians 2:19-20) 

We should heed the warnings of scripture so that we are not ignorant of Satan‟s 

devices. The key is to humble ourselves under God‟s mighty hand, and resist the 

devil so that he will flee from us. (James 4:7) 

 
**BBee  aawwaarree  ooff  SSaattaann’’ss  ddeecceeppttiivvee  ddeevviicceess**  



Be on your Guard 

45. Abhor Evil and Cling to Good 

You do not have to be a genius to realise that the world is full of hatred and anger, 

resulting in much suffering, conflict and violence.  In this environment there are 

those who, in trying circumstances, show the love of God. 

God is love. (1 John 4:8) The only thing He does not love is sin. In fact He hates 

it and demands the same from those who love Him. (Psalm 97:10)  Never 

underestimate the power of temptation. Temptation in itself is not sin, but it is the 

gateway to sin. 

God never tempts you. (James 1:13-15)  Your adversary, the devil, is the one 

who brings temptation your way.  You should never flirt with temptation as it has 

an alluring power.  Fascination with sin will result in assassination of your 

character. The temporary thrill will ultimately kill you. You are to abhor evil and 

cling to that which is good. (Romans 12:9)  You should abstain from even the 

appearance of evil.  You should hate such things as immorality, impurity, strife, 

jealousy, outbursts of anger, substance abuse, selfishness, divisiveness, idolatry, 

dishonesty and witchcraft.  You should rather cling to love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self control and the like. (Galatians 

5:19-23) 

An outburst of anger is sinful, but there is a legitimate righteous anger which is 

an expression of God‟s heart, to hate sin but to love the sinner.  Jesus displayed a 

righteous anger when He cleared the temple of those who were making His 

Father‟s house a bazaar.  His anger was not born of self-interest, but of His zeal to 

see His Father honoured.   

In the Old Testament there are examples of God‟s objectivity in annihilating the 

enemy and of the consequences when His orders were not fully carried out. King 

Saul was instructed by God to strike Amalek and utterly destroy all that he had, as 

punishment for what he had done to Israel. Saul was disobedient, sparing Agag, 

King of the Amalekites and the best of the sheep, oxen, lambs and anything else 

that was good. When confronted by Samuel, Saul blamed the people, saying that 

they had spared the animals to sacrifice them to God, but the rest, he said, had been 

utterly destroyed. The man of God, Samuel, then set the example of not tolerating 

sin by putting Agag to death. (1 Samuel 15:33)  

Saul‟s disobedience disqualified him from ruling over Israel as king, and he was 

eventually superseded by David. (1 Samuel 15:1-26) Later on, having suffered 

defeat by the Philistines, a wounded Saul committed suicide by falling on his 

sword. A young Amalekite reported his death to David trying to gain his favour by 



lying that he had killed Saul to put him out of his misery. The ungodly Amalekites 

symbolised sin. It is significant that Saul failed to kill the Amalekite king, Agag, 

and it was an Amelekite who was the bearer of the bad news of Saul‟s death. (1 

Samuel 31:3-4; 2 Samuel 1:1-10) If you tolerate sin in your life it will come back 

to bite and devour you. This account is a lesson to us not only that obedience is 

better than sacrifice, but also that there should be no compromise when it comes to 

adopting a ruthless approach in annihilating sin, the enemy.  It must be nipped in 

the bud before it blossoms forth. 

Invite God to search your heart to expose any lurking sin to the light of God so it 

can be taken away from you. (Psalm 139:23-24) 

Lord, keep us from temptation and deliver us from evil. (Matthew 6:13) 

 
**DDoo  nnoott  fflliirrtt  wwiitthh  tteemmppttaattiioonn**  

46. Borders and Boundaries Never to Be Crossed  

Each nation has its borders which are diligently guarded to keep foreigners out.  

Nations with tyrannical leaders guard their borders to prevent their citizens from 

escaping to political asylum.  One of these notorious borders was the Berlin wall, 

separating eastern and western Germany.  Many desperate would-be escapees were 

mown down by a hail of bullets in their futile attempt to escape. 

In living a godly life, we also have borders and boundaries which we should 

never try to cross. Biblical truths are absolute, (2 Timothy 3:16-17) although 

unfortunately, man‟s interpretation can sometimes make them look otherwise.  In a 

modern liberal society, however, standards are often blurred, neither white nor 

black, but grey.  A grey area can be likened to "no man‟s land,” the ground 

between two opposing armies.  This has always been a great danger area in which 

one can be caught in the crossfire and wounded or killed. 

We face many “no man‟s land” situations in life, danger zones.  For example, 

the internet, a wonderful storehouse of information, is frequently misused with 

pornography websites and other alluring traps like fraudulent money making 

schemes. A border a Christian should never cross is to surf in murky pornographic 

waters. It is a proven fact that many criminals involved in child abuse, rape and 

murder, started their criminal careers as a result of dabbling in pornography. 

Substance abuse, sexual abuse and money abuse usually begin with an initial 

indiscretion, firstly into the dangerous “no man‟s land” but then going on into 

enemy territory.  Once there, it is very hard to escape. We need to be constantly on 

the alert, praying that we will be delivered from the temptation of crossing 

borderlines. (1 Corinthians 16:13-14) 



 As far as possible, avoid tempting situations. How often have we heard of a 

Christian man counselling a woman in private and ending up having an affair with 

her?  Do not cross this boundary line:  such counselling should always take place 

in the company of at least one other person.  Abstain from every form of evil. (1 

Thessalonians 5:22) 

Perhaps more subtle, are the situations where we can be drawn into activities in 

which we should not be involved.  For example, through our sympathetic 

responses, we might try to meet the need of every person who comes our way.  

This is an impossible task which will just drain the life out of us.  We need to be 

sensitive to God‟s guidance in these situations and draw the boundary lines to 

avoid being “taken for a ride.” We should be led by the Spirit, not driven by the 

needs and expectations of people. 

Proverbs tells us not to move the ancient boundary. We are not to move the 

goalposts by compromising the truth.  We are also told not to go into the fields of 

the fatherless. (Proverbs 23:10) We will do this by turning our back on the 

authority and protection of our Heavenly Father, our natural fathers and spiritual 

fathers in the faith.  The prodigal son did this, resulting in him eating pig food.  

This could happen to us too if we cross the borderline. 

If you have crossed that line and find yourself in enemy territory, remember that 

the prodigal son was welcomed home: he was met by a father with open arms and 

taken to a feast of rejoicing. (Luke 15:11-32) 

 
**KKeeeepp  oouutt  ooff  tthhee  eenneemmyy’’ss  tteerrrriittoorryy**  



 

47. The Subtlety of Idolatry 

Throughout the ages, people have worshipped idols, inanimate objects, as deity. 

This practice is forbidden by God, a contravention of the commandment, “You 

shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol ... you 

shall not worship them or serve them, for I the Lord your God, am a jealous God.” 

(Exodus 20:3-5) 

A definition of an idol is anything or any person that is the object of excessive 

devotion. We can easily fall into the trap of thinking that this commandment refers 

only to the worship of a graven image. As defined, it is far more than that. 

Anything or person that attracts our excessive admiration and takes precedence 

over our relationship with God is an idol. 

The Israelites are a shadow of the present day Church. When God, with a mighty 

hand, delivered them from their slavery in Egypt, they turned their back on Him by 

making a golden calf whilst Moses was up on Mount Sinai. They worshipped the 

calf, saying, “This is your God, O Israel who brought you up from the land of 

Egypt.” This angered the Lord so much that He told Moses He wanted to destroy 

them. When Moses entreated him not to do so, He changed His mind. (Exodus 

32:8-14) As much as God hated the idolatry, having been reminded by Moses of 

His covenant with Abraham, He showed His mercy to an ungrateful, obstinate and 

disobedient people. 

We should ask ourselves if the present day Church is not as guilty of idolatry as 

the Israelites were then. Are materialism and self-gratification our golden calf? We 

live in a time when our lives are saturated with television, the internet, sport, 

recreation, entertainment, making money and our careers. These things in 

themselves are beneficial to us, but the excessive devotion to any of them becomes 

idolatry. If we are involved in anything which takes precedence over and impairs 

our relationship with God, we need to repent and take steps to remedy the 

situation. It is very subtle and can so easily creep up on us. 

We need to seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, (Matthew 

6:33) to give Christ first place in everything, as our first love. (Revelation 2:4) 

 
**SSoommeetthhiinngg  ggoooodd  ccaann  bbee  aann  iiddooll**  



 

48. There is Death and Life in the Power of the Tongue 

The tongue is such a small part of the body, but have you ever stopped to think just 

how important a part it is? Our tongues help us to speak, taste, chew, swallow and 

drink. 

The tongue has always been a very powerful and influential means of 

communication. A few spoken words have had life changing effects on many 

people, for better or for worse. Great orators have stirred people to great 

achievements. Tyrants have gained the allegiance of the masses with their oratory.   

James says that the tongue is a small part of the body and yet it boasts of great 

things. Although it is a small part, it can defile the entire body. It is like a small fire 

that sets a great forest aflame, a fire which sets the course of one‟s life. (James 3:5-

6) 

Death and life are in the power of the tongue. (Proverbs 18:21) It is a sobering 

thought that we shall have to give an account for every careless word we have 

uttered. (Matthew 12:36-37) Boasting, criticism, condemnation, cursing, lying, 

speaking negatively and swearing are all unwholesome! A forked tongue is 

something to be avoided at all costs. We should not bless and curse out of the same 

mouth. (James 3:8-11) 

Let the Word of Christ dwell richly within you, so that positive faith statements 

come out of your mouth which will be constructive to yourself and others. 

(Colossians 3:16; Ephesians 4:9) 

 
**WWhhaatt  ccoommeess  oouutt  ooff  yyoouurr  mmoouutthh??**  



 

49. Fear 

There are two kinds of fear, one negative and the other positive. Negative fear is a 

destroyer. It includes anxiety, phobias, fear of the future, fear of failure, fear of the 

unknown and the fear of man. The nearer the return of Christ, the more these 

negative fears will be experienced. (Luke 21:25-26) This kind of fear is not from 

God, but is the opposite of faith, which pleases God. (Proverbs 29:25) 

Ungodly fear causes you to: 

Freeze up into inactivity 

Enslave yourself to demonic forces 

Alienate yourself from God‟s power 

Run away from a problem instead of overcoming it 

On the other hand, Godly fear is a healthy positive fear that is built upon 

respecting God and obeying Him, not as a taskmaster, but as a loving and merciful 

God. 

He has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and love and a sound mind. (2 

Timothy 1:7) 

Peter demonstrated the contrast of faith and fear on the Lake of Galilee. When 

Jesus walked on the water towards the disciples in the boat, He said, “Come” and 

Peter responded by stepping out of the boat and walking on the water towards 

Jesus. As soon as he took his eyes off Jesus and looked down, he was fearful. All 

he could see was the rough sea, and he then began to sin. “Lord save me” he 

called, so Jesus took his hand and they both climbed into the boat. By focusing on 

Jesus with faith, Peter walked on the water. When he took his eyes off Jesus, he 

opened up to the spirit of fear and he sank. (Matthew 14:22-32) 

When Peter denied Christ three times, he allowed the fear of man to grip his 

heart. (John 18:25-27) Later, filled with the Holy Spirit, he and the other disciples 

spoke the Word of God boldly, and even when he was threatened with 

imprisonment and death, he could not be silenced. (Acts 2:14) He had the fear of 

God upon him, which superseded any fear of man. The antidote to negative fear is 

to have a healthy fear of God. 

When the wrong kind of fear comes to your door, firmly reject it in the name of 

the Lord Jesus Christ. Allow God‟s love to saturate you, and you will be set free 

from the fear that destroys. 

The fear of God is a fountain of life, resulting in strong confidence. (Proverbs 

14:26-27) It is the perfect love of God that casts out all fear, a displacement 

principle. (1 John 4:18) 

  
**PPeerrffeecctt  lloovvee  ccaassttss  oouutt  ffeeaarr**  





 

50. Be Anxious for Nothing  

It is a human failing that we tend to think and expect the worst in any situation.  

Anxiety grips our hearts and minds, and the longer the situation lasts, the more 

anxious we become. Many situations in life give rise to anxiety, but being anxious 

can never resolve a problem.  It can only make matters worse. 

We are commanded by God to be anxious about nothing, but to make our 

requests known to Him, praying with thanksgiving. The result will be that the 

peace of God will keep our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:6-7) 

We are not to be anxious for our lives, said Jesus, as to what we shall eat or 

drink or wear. The birds are fed by our Heavenly Father without any effort on their 

part, and the colourful lilies grow in the field without toiling. How much more 

does our Heavenly Father want to do for us? He knows our needs. We are to live a 

day at a time, trusting God as our provider.  As we seek first the Kingdom of God 

and His righteousness, all our needs will be met. (Matthew 6:25-34) 

By carrying out the commandment to pray with thanksgiving, and committing 

the problem into God‟s everlasting arms, our hearts and minds will be filled with a 

peace beyond our understanding. We know that, whatever the outcome of the 

circumstances, we can place our trust in a faithful and loving Heavenly Father who 

has our best interests at heart. 

As we walk in obedience to the calling and love of God, according to His 

purpose for our lives, we can be assured that all things, come rain, hail or snow, 

will work together for our ultimate good. This assurance will chase all anxious 

thoughts out of our minds. (Romans 8:28) 

 
**OOuurr  FFaatthheerr  kknnoowwss  oouurr  nneeeeddss**  



 

51. Stumbling Blocks  

In Biblical terms, a stumbling block is something that causes someone to trip up, to 

feel hurt, or to be repelled, and thereby to become disillusioned. 

Unfortunately there are many people, believers and unbelievers, who are 

disillusioned with the present day Church. Their attitudes are sometimes 

unjustified, either because of their misconceptions or as an excuse to maintain the 

status quo. However, there are too many Christians whose lifestyle and behaviour 

bring reproach upon the Church and cause others to stumble. 

We are told to repent and turn away from all our transgressions, so that iniquity 

may not become a stumbling block to us. (Ezekiel 18:30) To the unbeliever, Jesus 

is a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense. (1 Peter 2:7-8). Even to those who 

believe, there are many reasons for stumbling. Peter, the apostle, adjures us to be 

all the more diligent in our faith and our Christian conduct and to make certain 

about God‟s calling and choosing us, so that we will not stumble. (2 Peter 1:5-10) 

Jesus said, “Blessed is he who is not offended because of me.” (Matthew 11:16; 

NKJV) 

The Israelites carried the reproach of Egypt upon them until the Lord rolled it 

away at Gilgal. Significantly, this coincided with the circumcision of the children 

of those who had died in the wilderness. (Joshua 5:6-9) It was said that although 

the people had come out of Egypt, they still had Egypt within them. As at Gilgal, 

there needs to be a circumcision of God‟s people; not of the flesh, but of the heart, 

so that He can roll the reproach away. As with the Israelites, we need to consecrate 

ourselves because the Lord wants to do wonders amongst us. (Joshua 3:5) Jesus 

said: “He who believes in me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater 

works than these shall he do; because I go to the Father.” (John 14:12) We are yet 

to see the fulfilment of this. 

What can cause us to stumble? Our own  doubt and confusion; a lack of 

understanding of God‟s Word and His ways and dealings with our lives; the feeling 

of not being properly recognised for our „true worth‟ and shutting out the blessing 

and help of God through others because of familiarity or jealousy. One could go on 

and on with this list. 

When we cause others to stumble, it has serious consequences. Jesus said that 

whoever causes one of the little ones who believe in Him to stumble, it would be 

better for him to have a heavy millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned 

in the sea (Matthew 18:6) Could there be a more serious warning? This warning 

was not restricted to the treatment of children but included stumbling blocks in 

general, for as He said, “It is inevitable that stumbling blocks should come but woe 



to him through whom they come.” (Luke 17:1) We should always be alert that our 

words, attitudes and actions are not the cause of someone stumbling. Something 

we do, which is lawful and quite acceptable to us, could be the very thing which 

causes another person to stumble. 

According to Jesus Himself, we are to be ruthless with the things which might 

cause us to stumble. If it is our hand or foot, we are to cut it off and throw it away. 

If it is our eye, we are to pluck it out and throw it away. It is better to go through 

life crippled or with one eye, than to be cast into the eternal hell of fire. (Matthew 

18:8-9) 

 
**RReeppeenntt  aanndd  ttuurrnn  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  aallll  yyoouurr  ttrraannssggrreessssiioonnss**  

52. Strain at a Gnat and Swallow a Camel  

A fault that has persisted among Christians for 2000 years is the majoring on 

minors.   In other words they give too much emphasis to less important issues and 

overlook the weightier matters.   

Jesus often clashed with the Scribes and Pharisees because of their hypocritical 

lifestyle. They gave a polished performance of obeying the rules but missed the 

mark with the weightier matters of justice, mercy and faithfulness. (Matthew 

23:23-28) 

When Jesus healed the man with the withered hand on the Sabbath, they were 

watching to accuse Him of breaking the Sabbath laws. Jesus silenced them, 

showing them just how warped their thinking was. “Is it lawful on the Sabbath, He 

asked, “to do good or to do harm, to save a life or to kill? (Mark 2:27) “The 

Sabbath was made for man and not man for the Sabbath.” (Mark 2:27) 

Unfortunately there are those among modern day Christians who are just as 

guilty of similar attitudes. They generally adopt a legalistic approach with 

superficial judgement, overlooking the important matters such as the love and 

grace of God. There are dire needs right under our noses. Do not waste time and 

effort on insignificant things. 

It is so easy to focus on insignificant issues in such a way that they become 

blown up out of all proportion. This often leads to people being judgemental and 

divisive. Even doctrinal interpretation can fall into this category. Certainly there 

are basic foundational doctrines on which one can never compromise, but there are 

others which may not be as clear cut. Remember, we see through a glass darkly, 

we only know in part. (1 Corinthians 13:9, 12) 

Love is always the overriding factor, covering a multitude of sins. (1 Peter 4:8) 

When tempted to strain at a gnat and become involved in fruitless discussion, 

bite your lip and beware that you don‟t swallow a camel. 



 
**EEmmpphhaassiizzee  tthhee  iimmppoorrttaanntt  iissssuueess**  



 

53. The Still Small Voice 

Way back in the days of the prophets, Isaiah prophesied of the pollution of the 

earth by its inhabitants because of the breaking of God‟s everlasting covenant and 

the violation of His laws. (Isaiah 24:5) 

We live in a polluted and fallen world where garbage, fumes, smoke and toxins 

proliferate. Noise pollution, particularly near motorways, airports and in cities 

often affects people‟s hearing, resulting in deafness as they grow older. 

God told Elijah the prophet to stand on the mountain. As he stood there, there 

was a great wind, so strong that it broke the rocks to pieces. God was not in the 

wind. Then there was an earthquake, but God was not in it either. After the 

earthquake there was a fire, but again, God was not in it. Then came the sound of a 

gentle blowing. In response, Elijah wrapped his face in his mantle and went and 

stood in the entrance of the cave where he heard the voice of God giving him 

instructions. (1 Kings 19:9-16) 

In a spiritual sense, we can allow the loudness to affect our hearing. There 

certainly is a time to shout, to cry out with a loud voice, (Isaiah 13:6) but we need 

to be careful not to look for God just in the storm, in the thunder and lightning and 

in the strong winds. He can pass by us without our knowing it. 

If you hear a still small voice, don‟t ignore it. Pray! God will more often speak 

to us in a still small voice, in a gentle blowing. We need to wait on the Lord in the 

silence to catch hold of the whisper of the Holy Spirit. It is in an atmosphere of 

being alone with Him, when we can virtually hear the silence that we need to cup 

our hands to our ears and listen intently to hear God‟s voice. It is beside the quiet 

waters that He restores our soul. (Psalm 23:1-3) 

Listen that you might live. (Isaiah 55:2-3) 

 
**LLiisstteenn  ttoo  tthhee  ssttiillll,,  ssmmaallll  vvooiiccee**  



 

54. The Short Cut Syndrome 

Picture a lovely green lawn surrounded by easily accessible pathways.  Slashed 

diagonally across that lawn is a track caused by people who can‟t be bothered to 

walk on the pathway and have taken a short cut instead. 

There are many examples of people taking short cuts in life, for example passing 

an examination by cheating or buying goods on credit which they can‟t afford 

instead of saving for them. We live in an age of instant meals and the quick fix.  

We want instant gratification. 

God‟s time is not our time.  With God we experience a line upon line, glory to 

glory growth into maturity. (Ephesians 4:11-15; 2 Corinthians 3:18) He trains us, 

tests us and corrects our mistakes. We need to synchronise with God‟s timing in 

our lives in order to save much blood, sweat and tears. 

God promised Abraham that he would be a father of a multitude of nations and 

that his wife, Sarah, would bear a son and heir. (Genesis 15:1-5) Because they 

were childless and she was well past childbearing age, Sarah convinced Abraham 

to have a son with their servant Hagar. Ishmael was born of this union, with 

negative results for Abraham‟s family and for his own descendants. (Genesis 16:1-

12) God‟s promise was fulfilled later, when Sarah miraculously fell pregnant and 

gave birth to Isaac. (Genesis 21:1-3) Man‟s short-cut produced an Ishmael, 

whereas God, at the appointed time, produced Isaac, the child of promise. 

When Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit into the Wilderness to be tempted, Satan 

showed Him the kingdoms of the word, and offered them to Him, on condition that 

Jesus would worship him. Jesus must have known that the time would come when 

the kingdoms of this world would become His. What a tempting offer to bypass the 

cross He was about to face! As He was set to do His Father‟s will, Jesus refused 

Satan‟s offer. (Luke 4:5-8) Had He accepted it, the consequences for mankind 

would have been too ghastly to contemplate. 

Submit to God and resist any temptation to take a short cut. Give birth to an 

Ishmael rather than an Isaac! 

 
**DDoonn’’tt  aacctt  aahheeaadd  ooff  GGoodd  ––  bbee  ppaattiieenntt**  



 

Examine your Attitudes 

55. The Pointing of the Finger 

When you clench your hand to point at someone with your index finger, 

remember: there are three other fingers pointing back at you. This illustrates the 

situation when you pass judgement on someone else, but you are guilty of the same 

thing in a greater measure. Many people pass judgement very quickly on the 

character and actions of others. When tempted to do this, pause and ask the 

question, “Do I have a log in my eye which I should remove before trying to 

remove the speck from the other person‟s eye? (Matthew 7:1-5) Jesus commanded, 

“Do not judge lest you be judged yourselves, for in the way you judge, you will be 

judged.” He addressed this in particular to His followers, so Christians: beware! 

When the Scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman caught in adultery to 

Jesus, they said that according to the law, Moses commanded that such a woman 

should be stoned. Jesus challenged them, “He who is without sin among you, let 

him be the first to throw a stone at her”. He wrote on the ground and the accusers 

all slunk away in shame. Each knew that he was not without sin. Jesus did not 

condone the sin but was gracious to the woman, not condemning her but saying, 

“Go your way; from now on sin now more.” (John 8:1-11) What would our 

attitude have been towards that woman in such a situation?  

We are not to judge according to appearance but with righteous judgement. 

(John 7:24) Outwards appearances can be very misleading, in both the positive and 

negative sense. There is a marked difference between being judgemental and being 

discerning. Not judging does not mean that we should not exercise righteous 

judgement. We need to test the spirits to see whether or not they are from God. (1 

John 4:1-2) We need to protect ourselves and others from false prophets, from 

those who would mislead us. 

God, in His wisdom, knows that none of us is qualified to judge others. We are 

not qualified because, firstly, we are not without sin, and secondly, because we 

cannot see a person‟s heart as God sees. “God sees not as man sees, for man looks 

at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7) 

Judgement is entirely His prerogative. 

Let us not join hands with Satan who accuses Christians before the Father day 

and night. Let us rather remove from our midst the yoke of the pointing finger, so 

that we will not be judged in the same measure as we judge others. (Isaiah 58:9) 

 
**JJuuddggiinngg  ootthheerrss  iiss  GGoodd’’ss  pprreerrooggaattiivvee**  





 

56. Prejudice  

We grow up with prejudices in our lives. The world is full of racial, political, 

religious and other prejudices. Most of us, if not all, are prejudiced against 

something or someone. Prejudice colours our thinking and actions, resulting in 

false judgement, hurt and broken relationships. In legal terms “without prejudice” 

means without detriment to any existing right or claim. Prejudice is always 

detrimental to any existing right or claim. Prejudice is always detrimental to 

someone‟s right as a person.  

As Jesus was sitting at Jacob‟s well, weary after a long journey, a Samaritan 

woman came to draw water. At that time the Jews held that all Samaritans were 

unclean, and the Samaritans were hostile towards the Jews, particularly if they 

were on their way to religious festivals in Jerusalem, often refusing them overnight 

shelter. To compound matters, a woman who had five husbands in the past and 

was, at the time, living with a man who was not her husband would have been 

regarded as immoral and consequently ostracised by both communities, yet Jesus 

engaged in conversation with her. (John 4:1-26) Jesus did not allow the prejudices 

of the day to colour His thinking and attitude, nor did He see anyone or anything 

through the coloured spectacles which would have distorted the truth and affected 

His relating to others. To Him there was neither Jew nor Greek, neither male nor 

female, neither slave nor free. (Galatians 3:28) 

A breakthrough against prejudice came when God showed Peter, the apostle, all 

kinds of four-footed animals, crawling creatures and birds and told him to kill and 

eat. In accordance with the Jewish custom of the day, Peter responded negatively, 

saying that he would by no means eat anything unholy or unclean. Again a voice 

came to him saying, “What God has cleansed, no longer consider unholy.” God 

then brought Peter and Cornelius, a Roman centurion into contact. This was 

unheard of, as it was unlawful for a Jew to associate with a foreigner. God was 

impressing upon them that He does not show partiality.  No matter what nationality 

you belong to, you are accepted by Him.  

God allows us to have preferences, but never prejudices. We need to repent of 

our inborn prejudices and ungodly traditions. We need to allow God to cleanse us 

from them so that we can be free to display godly objectivity in every relationship 

and every circumstance.  

 
**GGoodd  aalllloowwss  pprreeffeerreenncceess  bbuutt  nneevveerr  pprreejjuuddiicceess**  



 

57. Narrow-mindedness  

Jesus said that the way to destruction is a broad one, a way taken by many, but that 

the way that leads to life is a narrow one which few would find. (Matthew 7:13-14) 

Although the way to find life in Him is a narrow one, He is never narrow-minded, 

but is just in all His judgements. (John 5:30) He is a gracious God, who sends rain 

on both the righteous and the unrighteous. (Matthew 5:45) 

Unfortunately there are many people, including Christians, who are narrow-

minded. In certain respects, most of us are guilty of this. We try to put God into a 

box, expecting Him to act in a certain way, and when He doesn‟t, we become 

disappointed or disillusioned and lose faith.   

Narrow-minded people tend to be fearful. They are afraid of anything that falls 

outside of their comfort zone. They are challenged by the fact that others think and 

behave differently from themselves. 

The apostle Paul said that he had become all things to all men as a means of 

bringing some to salvation. (1 Corinthians 9:22) We should never let narrow-

mindedness rule our thinking, quenching the Spirit of God. God is broad-minded 

and we need to be the same. Being broad-minded does not ever mean having to 

compromise the truth. 

 
**DDoonn’’tt  ppuutt  GGoodd  iinn  aa  bbooxx**  



 

58. A Hopeless  Case 

There is a tendency to „pigeonhole‟ others, recognizing them „after the flesh‟. How 

often have you heard someone say, “She‟s a hopeless case, her life is in a 

shambles” or “He‟ll never change. A leopard doesn‟t change its spots”. This 

attitude is diametrically opposed to the gospel of Christ. 

When you are born again by the Spirit of God, you become a new creature: the 

old things are passed away and all things become new. (2 Corinthians 5:16-17) 

Does that mean instant perfection? No, your spirit is redeemed and becomes alive 

to the Spirit of God, but then there begins a process of the saving of the soul, mind 

and emotions, from glory to glory. (2 Corinthians 3:15-18) It is a change in the 

direction of your life, an about turn leading on to perfection in God. (Matthew 

5:48) The baggage of the past is completely obliterated and there is a new 

beginning, a change of allegiance, a change of motivation, a change of desire and a 

change of heart. When the Heavenly Father then looks upon you, He does not see 

you “after the flesh” but as clothed in the righteousness of Christ. (2 Corinthians 

5:21) He sees you as a perfect bud that will eventually become a perfect flower. 

This miracle of change has happened to countless people whose lives were 

previously in a shambles. There are those who have been set free from the 

bondages of drug and alcohol abuse. There have been numerous criminals, guilty 

of all kinds of heinous crimes who, during their term of imprisonment, have met 

Jesus as their Saviour and Lord, resulting in changed lives. Saul, a religious zealot 

whose set purpose was to persecute Christians had a dramatic encounter with Jesus 

on the road to Damascus. This brought about a great change, and he became Paul, 

the great apostle of God.  

When you look at others whose lives are wanting, don‟t see them “after the 

flesh” but as people who can be changed by the miraculous power and grace of 

God. Pray for them! 

 
  **GGoodd  nneevveerr  sseeeess  aannyyoonnee  aass  aa  ‘‘hhooppeelleessss  ccaassee’’**    



 

59. Do You See Yourself as a Grasshopper? 

Before the Israelites went into Canaan, the Promised Land, Moses sent twelve 

spies to spy out the land and report back. Ten of the spies brought back a bad 

report that there were giants in the land who devoured its inhabitants. The Israelites 

became fearful and rebellious. However, two of the spies, Joshua and Caleb, while 

not denying that there were giants in the land, said they believed that because God 

was with them, they could possess the land and overcome the giants. The negative 

spies, when they saw the giants, felt like grasshoppers, and even worse, because of 

their attitude the giants also saw them as grasshoppers. (Numbers 13:25-33) 

Like the Israelites, we often face giants in our lives; situations, problems and 

challenges that seem to be insurmountable. In all of this, the reality is that we do 

have an adversary, the devil, who prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking 

someone to devour. (1 Peter 5:8) He likes to appear as a giant to us, and to make 

us see ourselves as grasshoppers. 

The important question is how do we react? If we see ourselves as grasshoppers, 

we encourage the adversary to see us in the same light and to go for us. In fact, we 

should see the adversary as a paper dragon: he is a defeated foe who has been 

disarmed by the cross experience of Jesus. (Colossians 2:15) However, we need to 

firmly resist him and to see ourselves as more than conquerors in Christ. 

We are overcomers, strengthened and established by God. Our confession is “I 

can do all things through Him who strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:13) When we 

approach the devil with this attitude, there will then be no spirit left in him to fight 

the particular battle at hand. (Joshua 5:1) 

 
**IInn  CChhrriisstt  wwee  aarree  ggiiaannttss,,  nnoott  ggrraasssshhooppppeerrss**  



 

60. Are You Hiding? 

In the Garden of Eden, as a result of disobeying God and eating from the tree of 

the knowledge of good and evil, the eyes of Adam and Eve were opened and they 

realised that they were naked. They were obviously embarrassed, so they sewed fig 

leaves together for a covering and hid themselves from the presence of God. What 

a change had taken place! Prior to their sinning, they were not ashamed of their 

nakedness. Sin always results in shame. 

God then called Adam. “Where are you?” He asked. There is no doubt that God 

knew where Adam was physically. His question was a challenge to Adam as to 

where he stood spiritually. Sadly, Adam turned his back on God, with disastrous 

consequences. (Genesis 3:6-10) 

There are three aspects of this kind of hiding: we can try to hide from God, we 

can try to hide from one another and we can try to hide from ourselves.  

 

 Hiding from God  

It is a futile exercise to even attempt to hide from God. We can run from Him, but 

we cannot hide from Him. He knows every fibre of our being. Even in the remotest 

part of the sea, He is there. (Psalm 139:7-10; Jeremiah 23:23-24) When we try to 

hide from Him, like Adam did, God will call us by name and say, “Where are 

you?” 

 Hiding from one another  

As part of the Christian family, believers are accountable to one another. To try to 

hide is contrary to the essence of the family spirit. We are to confess our faults to 

one another and pray for one another, so that we may be healed. (James 5:16) Why 

would we want to hide from one another? 

* Self-consciousness 

* An inferiority complex 

* Resentment, bitterness and withholding forgiveness 

* A guilty conscience 

* An unwillingness to be a joint that supports and supplies the body of Christ 

If we allow these factors to persist, the result is a self-imposed isolation where you 

are cut off from the healing flow of God. It is in unity that we are perfected. (John 

17:23)  

For example, in the intimacy of a marriage, a spouse may hide an illicit affair or a 

bad business deal, something he or she is ashamed of. These unshared dark secrets 

spell disaster for the marriage unless they are brought into the light in a spirit of 

repentance. 



 Hiding from yourself  

Have you ever felt like running away and hiding from yourself? To do so is a self-

denial scenario when a person is not willing to face up to self examination, like an 

ostrich burying its head in the sand. We should be willing to examine ourselves to 

see if we are in the faith, judging ourselves rightly, so that we should not be judged. 

(2 Corinthians 13:5-6; 1 Corinthians 11:28-31) 

Face up to the issue and cry out to God in sincerity and repentance with the words: 

 “Search me, O God, and know my heart; 

Try me and know my anxious thoughts; 

And see if there be an hurtful way in me, 

And lead me in the everlasting way.” (Psalm 139:23-24) 

 
**TThheerree  iiss  nnoo  ppllaaccee  ttoo  hhiiddee!!**  

61. Do You Serve God as a Son or a Slave?  

Over the centuries, in fact over the millenniums, slavery has been a worldwide 

phenomenon. Even to this day, there are incidents of female slave trade. There are 

also more subtle forms of slavery in society, such as those who live under the rule 

of tyrants, and even those in the business world who are as good as slaves to their 

bosses. Slavery is an ungodly system which strips people of their dignity. 

Slavery and servanthood are vastly different. Jesus Himself was the greatest 

example of a servant. He emptied Himself, taking the form of a bondservant. 

(Philippians 2:5-7) He, who was destined to be the Lord of Lords and the King of 

Kings, washed His disciples‟ feet. (John 13:3-5) Jesus said, “You are my friends if 

you do what I command you. No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not 

know what his master is doing, but I have called you friends, for all things that I 

have heard from My Father, I have made known to you.” (John 15:14-15)   

The only way for a slave to earn the respect of his master is by working hard, by 

giving a good performance. This is the only motivation he can have. This attitude 

has no place in our servanthood towards God. We cannot earn His love and respect 

by hard work. It is only by grace through faith that we can please Him. 

Just as faith without works is dead, so are works without faith. The works should 

be the outflow from a loving and friendly relationship with Jesus. We are to serve 

in newness of the spirit and not in the oldness of the letter. (Romans 7:6) The slave 

mentality has to be broken in the minds of Christians, so that they will volunteer 

freely in the day of God‟s power. As we delight in the Lord, He will give us the 

desires of our hearts. (Psalm 37:4) 

A slave does not know what his master is doing. Jesus said that He had told His 

disciples all the things that He had heard from His Father. As servants of God our 



Father, we have free access to His throne room through Jesus Christ. God will 

reveal to us as much as we need to know at the time to fulfil His purposes in our 

lives. (John 7:17) If we are willing to do His will, irrespective of what it takes, He 

will always reveal it to us in some way. He does nothing without revealing His 

secret counsel to His servants, the prophets. (Amos 3:7) 

Jesus said, “You are my friends if you do what I command you.” A friendship 

will not last between two people if one of them just does his own thing, ignoring 

the needs and desires of the other. In the same way, disobedience towards God will 

cause a separation, impairing the friendship with Him. As a friendly God, however, 

His desire will always be to restore that friendship. 

In slavery, there is always a price to be paid for the slave. One master sells the 

slave to another master. Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters.” (Matthew 

6:24) As servants of God, we are not our own, we have been bought with a price. 

Our master, Jesus, paid the price for us to be set free from the master of sin and 

death, the devil. (1 Corinthians 6:19-20) We need to keep standing firm in order 

not to be subject again to a yoke of slavery. (Galatians 5:1) 

A slave does not share in the inheritance from his master‟s estate. However, the 

price Jesus paid not only set us free from slavery, but also brought us into sonship 

so that we can be heirs of God, fellow heirs with Christ. (Galatians 4:7; Romans 

8:17) What a magnificent destiny! 

The hallmark of sonship is servanthood. Jesus did not come to be served, but to 

serve. (Matthew 20:28) We are to do likewise, not with a slave mentality, but in 

the same spirit with which He served.  

 
**DDoo  yyoouu  sseerrvvee  GGoodd  aass  aa  ssllaavvee  oorr  aa  ssoonn??**  

62. Do You Love Yourself?  

We are commanded by God to love one another as He has loved us. (John 15:12) 

God also commanded us to love our neighbours as we love ourselves. (Matthew 

19:19) Many Christians do not appreciate the need to love not only others, but also 

to love themselves. They shy away from this, thinking that it is selfish and not of 

God.   

There is a love of self that is both acceptable to God, and encouraged by Him. 

The difference between love and pride is often that pride in oneself is resisted by 

God (James 4:6) and often precedes a fall. Love of oneself is an entirely different 

matter. This is an appreciation of having been created in the image of God, 

(Genesis 1:26) having a self-image that reflects the glory of God. It is an 

appreciation of God working in you to will and to do according to His good 



pleasure. (Philippians 2:13) It is an appreciation of Christ having begun a good 

work in you which He will complete. (Philippians 1:6).   

Without this godly love of self, it is difficult to convey love to others. A lack of 

self-love is usually attributable to a poor self-image. Do you see yourself as 

unworthy of God‟s love? Do you look in the mirror and see yourself as ugly, full of 

wrinkles or overweight? Do you feel unloved and unwanted? If you do, recognise 

that the negativity is not from God, but in most cases it is an attempt by Satan to 

rob you of your joy. 

God sees your heart and not your outward appearance. He sees you as someone 

beautiful who is created in His image. Jesus loved and healed the lepers, despite 

their horrific outward appearance. See yourself as precious to God, the apple of His 

eye. (Psalm 17:8) Paul, the apostle, said we are not to lose heart – though the outer 

man is decaying (the inevitable ageing process) our inner man is being renewed 

day by day. (2 Corinthians 4:16) As a Christian you can be sure that when you 

repent of your sins God forgives you seventy times seven. But be sure that you also 

forgive yourself, and don‟t allow the past to weigh you down. For those who are in 

Christ Jesus, there is no condemnation. (Romans 8:1) 

If you have a poor self-image, you need to let go of it. Love yourself because 

you have been created by God in His image and reflect His glory in your life. 

 
**LLoovvee  yyoouurrsseellff  wwiitthhoouutt  pprriiddee**  



 
  

 

Living as a new Creation 

63. The Death That Leads to Life 

The one certainty in life is death.  Death generally spells out the end of things.  

However, there is a death that has to take place in order for life to come forth.  

Jesus said that a person who loves his life will lose it and a person who hates his 

life in this world will keep it to life eternal. (John 12:25) How can you hate your 

life, something God created? In this context God is not saying that we are to hate 

our personhood, but that we are to hate the worldly sinful nature with which we 

have been born, that thing which separates us from Him. By becoming a new 

creature in Christ, we put to death the old sinful nature. (2 Corinthians 5:17) It has 

to be a death, a fatal blow, because the old nature has a strong pull, like a magnet. 

This death is the only road to life in all its fullness.  

Look at flowers which bud and bloom and then die. When a flower dies the 

seeds fall to the ground and in time, several new flowers emerge.  The same cycle 

applies to a grain of wheat. (John 12:24)   This is a picture of the death of Jesus on 

the cross.  He died so that many sons could come to birth.  (Romans 8:29) The Son 

of God died as a son of man so that the sons of men could become sons of God.    

This principle of a death to self to bring forth life does not apply only to the born 

again experience. It is an ongoing experience in life.  The wages of sin is death, 

(Romans 6:23), and we see this, for example, when adultery leads to the death of a 

marriage. We have to take up our cross daily to bring forth the fullness of God‟s 

life in every area of our lives. (Luke 9:23) 

For our lives to become Christlike, we have to die:  to our old selfish ways, our 

wrong ambitions, our wrong motives, our wrong values, our self dependence and 

self sufficiency. Only then will the godly qualities, the fruit of the Spirit, emerge 

and flourish. (Romans 6:1-11) 

Lay aside the old self, be renewed in the spirit of your mind and put on the new 

self. (Ephesians 4:22-24) Death to self allows the life of Christ to come forth in 

you. 

 
**DDiiee  ttoo  lliivvee**  



 

64. Transformation  

A transformer is commonly used to transform an electric current, reducing the 

voltage to be compatible with that of household and other appliances. God is a 

transformer who does just the opposite. He transfers us from the domain of 

darkness to the Kingdom of His beloved Son, a complete change of character. 

(Colossians 1:13) God‟s transformation, by the Holy Spirit, results in an increased 

power and potential within a person, the greatest transformation a person can ever 

experience. 

A godly transformation is one of the greatest miracles in life. The way of the 

world is to be conformed into a worldly mould made for your life, restricting you 

and bringing limitations upon you. God does not want us to be conformed to this 

world but to be transformed by the renewing of our minds. (Romans 12:2) Your 

mind has to be renewed so that your fleshly lusts are subdued. His plan for you is 

ongoing transformation, the constant renewing of your mind and changing you 

from glory to glory, into His image. (2 Corinthians 3:16-18) 

Godly transformation always results in change for the better. It is creative, 

unlimited and brings new and refreshing perspectives. (2 Corinthians 5:17) Look 

at the change of a worm to a butterfly, a bud to a bloom, a seed to a great tree. The 

change begins with a commitment to God and continues when you focus on Him 

and abide in Him, as He is revealed in His Word. (John 15:5) There is no other 

way for Godly transformation to be effective in your life. 

There will be another great transformation, when God transforms our bodies into 

conformity with the body of His glory at the end of the age. (Philippians 3:20-21) 

This will take place in the twinkling of an eye. (1 Corinthians 15:51-54) 

 
**EExxppeerriieennccee  aa  mmeettaammoorrpphhoossiiss**  



 

65. New Wineskins 

In the old days, wine was stored in a container of animal skin. The wineskin had a 

limited life as it became hardened and rigid with age and could not hold the new 

wine.   

In our walk with God, in our relationship with Him, there has to be a constant 

renewing of our „wineskin‟ to be able to contain the new wine of the Holy Spirit 

that He wants to pour into our lives. (Mark 2:22) 

He stretches us constantly, and as we expand in our thinking and actions, He 

stretches us further. (Isaiah 54:2; 1 Chronicles 4:10) This is a never-ending 

character building process. We need to guard against becoming hardened and rigid 

like the old wineskin. We should never cease to have a pioneering spirit, to be 

teachable, flexible and creative, no matter what age we are and what experience we 

have.  

It is a reality that there is nothing as constant as change. There is nothing static 

about God. Although He does not change, He is a God of change. (Hebrews 13:8) 

He never ceases to create, to expand and to make all things new. (2 Corinthians 

5:17; Isaiah 42:9) On the world scene, the ever increasing rate of change is a 

fulfilment of what God told the Old Testament prophet Daniel about the end times. 

He said that knowledge and travel would increase. (Daniel 12:4) The prophecy is 

certainly being fulfilled, with an explosion of knowledge as technology develops at 

an alarming rate, and travel takes place on an unprecedented scale.   God does not 

leave his present day prophets in the dark, but reveals His secret counsel to them. 

(Amos 3:7)  It is of vital importance to hear what the Holy Spirit is saying to the 

churches and to keep abreast of God‟s unfolding plan. (Revelation 3:13) 

 
**GGoodd  iiss  aa  GGoodd  ooff  cchhaannggee  ––  ggoo  wwiitthh  iitt**  



 

66. Looking Back 

We live in an age of rapid technological advances, where gadgets and appliances 

have a very limited lifespan and the old ones are constantly being discarded to 

make way for new more advanced models.  

In the spiritual sense, if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things 

have passed away and new things have come. (2 Corinthians 5:17) The old 

wineskins have to be discarded for the new supple ones able to contain the new 

wine. (Matthew 9:17) No believer is fit for the Kingdom of God if he puts his hand 

to the plough and keeps looking back. (Luke 9:62) 

The Israelites had this negative attitude, complaining in the Wilderness, 

remembering the fish, cucumbers, melons, leeks, garlic and onions that used to eat 

in Egypt. They should have been grateful for what God had done for them, but 

complained that they had lost their appetites because all they had to eat was the 

manna which God had miraculously provided for them every day. This attitude 

greatly displeased Moses and the Lord. (Numbers 11:5-6, 10) 

There is no room for a Christian to keep looking back negatively, longing for the 

old lifestyle, or regretting decisions made. Rest assured, Satan, in his attempts to 

distract us from God‟s calling, will bring these thoughts to mind. They must be 

firmly rejected. The emphasis is not on what we have been saved from, as bad as 

that is, but on what we have been saved into, which is a glorious future. 

It is important not to look back negatively, but there is a looking back which is 

both positive and desirable. A Biblical truth is that every scribe of the Kingdom of 

Heaven is like the head of the household who brings out of his treasure, both new 

and old. (Matthew 13:52) We must not be so preoccupied with the new that we 

abandon the treasures of the old. In our lives there are milestones of past events 

reflecting the goodness and provision of God, beacons which have lit the pathway 

ahead for us. It is an edifying experience to look back at the old in this way, 

bringing encouragement. Even looking back at past mistakes can play a positive 

role, by helping us to avoid repeating them! 

 
**DDoonn’’tt  llooookk  bbaacckk  nneeggaattiivveellyy**  



 

67. The Inner Peace of God  

We live in a time of wars and rumours of wars. (Matthew 24:6) The older 

generation will remember the second world war and know that, especially during 

the past fifty years, there probably has not been a time which has been free of war 

or conflict, either conventional wars or, the scourge of modern times, terrorism. 

Great efforts have been made to achieve peace. Numerous talks have been held 

between the nations and powers, and often it is said “all will be well” but at best 

there has been a brief superficial peace which does not last. (Jeremiah 8:11) Apart 

from war, the stresses of modern day living are such that most people find it 

difficult to have peace of mind.   

Jesus is the Prince of Peace and His gospel is a gospel of peace. (Isaiah 9:6; 

Ephesians 6:15) He Himself is our peace. (Ephesians 2:14) He imparts His peace 

to those who believe in Him. “My peace I give to you” He says. The peace of God 

has four distinctive characteristics: 

It is an inner peace that rules our hearts. (Colossians 3:15) 

The world cannot give it to us. (John 14:27) 

It surpasses all human understanding. (Philippians 4:7) 

It is a fruit of the Holy Spirit. (Galatians 5:22) 

Jesus demonstrated God‟s peace in a boat on a lake. A violent storm came up, 

and understandably afraid, the disciples woke Jesus from His sleep. To their 

amazement, when He rebuked the storm it became calm. In the midst of the storm, 

Jesus had inner peace, a trust in His Heavenly Father, which was expressed 

externally with a miraculous result. (Luke 8:22-25) 

When confronted with fear, always remember that Jesus is in the boat with you, 

and with just a word, He can bring you the calm that is beyond understanding. 

 
**PPeeaaccee  aammiiddsstt  tthhee  ssttoorrmmss**  



 

68. War over the Word 

A wicked man once said that in all his life he had never met the devil. The reply 

was, “You have never met the devil because you have always been walking in the 

same direction!”  

In a walk with God, spiritual warfare is a reality, as the devil and his demonic 

forces are strongly opposed to anyone serving in the army of God. It is necessary 

to put on the full armour of God. (Ephesians 6:10-13) The war that takes place is 

essentially over the Word of God and its fulfilment in your life. In the Garden of 

Eden, the first question that the serpent asked Eve was “Indeed has God said you 

shall not eat from any tree in the Garden?” (Genesis 2:16-17) The devil, the master 

of deception, set out to sow doubt in Eve‟s mind.  Doubt is the opposite of faith. If 

we doubt, we receive nothing from the Lord. (James 1:6-7) 

The enemy will always try to sow doubt in our minds about the Word of God by 

asking, “Has God really said ...?” He will make us doubt our salvation, doubt our 

forgiveness, doubt our being a new creature in Christ and doubt the fulfilment of 

prophetic words over our lives.  Like Joseph, we will be tested until the Word 

comes to pass in our lives. (Psalm 105:17, 19) 

When the question, “Did God say ..?” comes into your mind, reaffirm the 

appropriate Word of God by saying, “Yes, God did say it, and it will come to 

pass.” Jesus resisted temptation in the Wilderness by saying, “It is written.” You 

need to use the same all-powerful weapon at your disposal, the sword of the Spirit, 

to counter the lies of the arch deceiver. (Matthew 4:4,7, 10) 

It is a fact that sometimes we lose a particular battle and the outcome is not what 

we expected or wanted to see.  Do not lose heart, but remember that God‟s strength 

in us prevails in our weakness. (2 Corinthians 12:9,10) Any lost ground in past 

battles will be regained. There is no shadow of doubt over what the eventual 

outcome will be. 

 
**PPuutt  oonn  tthhee  ffuullll  aarrmmoouurr  ooff  GGoodd**  



 

69. Which Armour Do You Choose? 

In the eyes of King Saul and the opposing army, the young shepherd boy David 

was no match for the Philistine Goliath. He had killed a lion and a bear while 

protecting the sheep in his care and to some extent this had prepared him for this 

contest with the giant who was taunting the armies of the living God. David took 

off the heavy armour Saul had given him, and chose to take with him into battle 

just five smooth stones, his sling and a stick. How ridiculous this seemed! But 

David had chosen the armour of God rather than Saul‟s armour. The outcome is 

well known: a stone from David‟s slingshot felled Goliath, and then David 

beheaded him with his own sword. (1 Samuel 17:31-51) 

As people of God, we face many Goliaths in our lives. We are involved in 

warfare, not against flesh and blood, but against the world forces of darkness, 

against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. (Ephesians 6:12) 

The important question is, which armour do we choose? 

The enemy will always try to lure you on to fight him on his terms. At the time 

of rebuilding the wall of Jerusalem, the enemy sent Nehemiah a message.  “Come 

let us meet together,” they said, while their real intention was to harm him. 

Repeatedly the enemy attempted to discourage and compromise the builders of the 

wall. Nehemiah‟s response was, “I am doing a great work and I cannot come 

down.” When the enemies heard that the wall was eventually completed, they lost 

their confidence, recognising that the work had been accomplished with the help of 

the God of those who rebuilt it. (Nehemiah 6:1-6) 

The instruction in the book of Ephesians is for God‟s people. Do not just put on 

the armour but put on the full armour of God, to enable you to stand firm against 

the schemes of the devil. (Ephesians 6:11-18) Jesus walked the earth clothed with 

the full armour of God, with no chink to be exploited. As a result, His adversaries 

could find nothing wrong in Him. (John 18:38) In the same way, we are to put on 

the protection of the new self. (Colossians 3:9-10) 

What is this full armour of God? Firstly, we need to be enlisted in God‟s army 

by being saved from the law of sin and death by the grace of God, through faith in 

the finished work of Jesus on the cross. So we need to put on the helmet of 

salvation. The helmet protects us from pride. (2 Corinthians 10:3-5) We then need 

to gird our loins, the seat of our emotions, with truth. Jesus is the truth and our 

defence should be grounded in Him. The breastplate of righteousness, His 

righteousness, is to cover a pure heart within us, a heart free of hatred, evil and 

lack of forgiveness. To extinguish the fiery darts of the enemy, we need the shield 

of faith, faith in the unfailing Word of God. On our feet, our foundation, we need 



the peace of God which passes all human understanding, a peace that the world 

cannot give. Finally, we carry the sword of the Spirit, the Word of God, a mighty 

weapon with which to pull down strongholds. 

The common denominator linking this armour together is prayer. We are to be 

on the alert, persevering and praying at all times in the Spirit. The weapons of our 

warfare are not dependent on human endeavour, but they are divinely powerful for 

the destruction of the fortresses raised up against the knowledge of God. 

When confronted by the wily schemes of the enemy, do we react and resist him 

on his terms, on his level, or do we say, I am doing a great work and cannot come 

down? The devil will flee from you if you choose the right armour by submitting to 

God. (James 4:7) 

 
**DDoonn’’tt  lleett  yyoouurr  aarrmmoouurr  wweeiigghh  yyoouu  ddoowwnn**  

70. Pray Without Ceasing 

The greatest sin the Church can fall into is when too little time is spent in prayer. 

One of the distinguishing features of the early Church was their devotion to prayer, 

and as a result, many miraculous things happened. There was a sense of awe 

amongst the early believers. (Acts 2:42-43) Jesus Himself, who had the Spirit 

without measure, found it necessary to spend much time in prayer, many times 

praying throughout the night. (John 3:34; Luke 6:12) 

Ever since the first mention of prayer in the Bible, at the time of the birth of 

Seth‟s son, Enosh, men have called on the name of the Lord. (Genesis 4:26) God 

in His faithfulness has always answered those who have called upon Him. (Psalm 

91:15) God responds with a Yes, No or Wait. The exception to this is when He 

does not hear the prayers, because the person who prays has an unrepentant, sinful 

heart and is separated from God. (Isaiah 59:2) God will always hear your prayer if 

you have a repentant heart. (Luke 18:13-14) 

Prayer moves the hand of God. We are commanded to prayer without ceasing. 

(1 Thessalonions 5:17) In history, the great moves of God have been birthed by the 

intensity of the prayers of the people of God. Unfortunately, there is a tendency to 

pray only in times of need, or to present God with a “shopping list”. There is, 

however, certainly a time when we should pray for our needs. After all, unless we 

ask, we shall not receive. 

Val and I have always prayed for the Lord‟s protection when embarking on a car 

journey.  Some time ago I took a wrong turn along a road I knew well, which set us 

back about an hour. I couldn‟t understand how I could have made such a mistake 

along such a familiar road! Further on we discovered we had missed our car being 

damaged by a severe hailstorm about an hour earlier. God works in mysterious 



ways! How important it is to pray for our personal needs, including God‟s 

protection.    

However, the main focus in our prayers needs to shift from ourselves to the 

purposes of God. We should pray for the Kingdom of God to come forth, with all 

that entails, for His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven, and for the Word of 

God to spread rapidly and bring glory to Him. (Matthew 6:9-13; 2 Thessalonians 

3:1) 

Our prayers of intercession should be: 

 For all those who are in authority, that our land may be healed (1 Timothy 2:1-2; 2 

Chronicles 7:14) 

 For our spiritual leaders (Hebrews 13:17-18) 

 For one another (James 5:16) 

 For our enemies (Matthew 5:44) 

We should guard against meaningless repetition. (Matthew 6:7) Nevertheless, 

we should be persistent, not losing heart. If something is worth praying for, we 

should not stop praying until the answer comes. Jesus told the parable of a widow 

who was granted legal protection from her opponent by an unjust judge because of 

her persistence. (Luke 18:1-8) 

As we meditate on God‟s Word, the Word of Christ will dwell richly within us, 

generating a desire to pray without ceasing. By so doing, we participate in the 

intercessory prayers of Christ. There will be a groaning in our innermost being 

which will not be audible. (Romans 8:23) Even if you do not see the answers to 

your prayers in your lifetime, be encouraged, because they will have ascended as a 

memorial before God. (Acts 10:4)  

 
**PPrraayyeerr  iiss  tthhee  iinnssttrruummeenntt  ooff  cchhaannggee**  

71. Prayer and Action Go Hand in Hand 

Prayer is a powerful force that brings change. Almighty God responds to prayer by 

acting in accordance with His will and purpose. (James 5:16-18) 

Prayer without corresponding action on our part, however, is generally 

unfruitful. For example, you can pray earnestly for financial prosperity but at the 

same time be tight-fisted with money, or a spendthrift, be wasteful and ignore 

debts. How can God entrust financial prosperity to such a person? You could pray 

to be a person of faith, but be lazy about reading and meditating on the Word of 

God, the source of faith. The examples are endless. 



The early church not only prayed that they might speak the Word of God with 

boldness, they went out and did so. (Acts 4:29-31) Prayer and corresponding action 

must go hand in hand. 

There are times when we can do nothing more than stand back and watch the 

saving hand of God. This was the situation when the Israelites were hemmed in 

between the Egyptian army and the Red Sea, when the sea was parted miraculously 

for them to cross through to safety. (Exodus 14:13-14) In Ephesians, Paul tells us 

to put on the full armour of God and having done everything we can, to stand firm. 

(Ephesians 6:13) 

Many times when Jesus healed the sick, it involved some action on the part of 

the sick person. There is an amazing account of a paralysed man being let down on 

a stretcher through the roof by friends to be in front of Jesus. The prayer in that 

man‟s heart was met when he responded positively to the words of Jesus, “I say to 

you, rise and take up your stretcher and go home,” and acted accordingly, to the 

astonishment of those around him. (Luke 5:17-26) A woman who had been 

suffering from a haemorrhage for twelve years was healed when she came up 

behind Jesus and touched His cloak. (Matthew 9:20-22) Many have had similar 

amazing experiences, just by having the faith to reach out to touch the fringe of His 

cloak. (Mark 6:56) 

When action is required of us, we should be obedient and act accordingly, but 

our prayers should always be intermingled with openness and sensitivity to the 

promptings of the Holy Spirit. Just as faith without works is dead, prayers without 

appropriate action cannot bear much fruit. (James 2:14-17) 

When you pray, be ready to align yourself to God‟s will, and to make whatever 

contribution He requires of you in bringing about the answer to your prayers. 

 
**PPrraayyeerr  aanndd  aaccttiioonn  ttooggeetthheerr  aarree  aa  ppoowweerrffuull  ccoommbbiinnaattiioonn**  



 

72. Many or Few 

There is a human tendency to place emphasis and reliance on large numbers, 

particularly when it comes to monetary matters. Similarly, armies traditionally 

relied on large numbers of soldiers to win battles, until the sophisticated weaponry 

of today resulted in less need for this. 

God‟s way is so different. Jonathon, King Saul‟s son, made an important 

statement to his armour bearer, saying that the Lord was not restrained by numbers. 

The two of them then killed about twenty men of the Philistine garrison, resulting 

in the enemy literally melting away, totally defeated. (1 Samuel 14:6-16) God, in 

His omnipotence, is certainly not reliant upon large numbers to accomplish what 

he wants. In fact He delights in situations where the resources at hand are totally 

insufficient, and it requires faith in His provision to meet the needs. There are 

numerous biblical events portraying this characteristic of God.  

Gideon had an army of thirty two thousand men when he faced the Midianites, 

but God said that this was too many. God was concerned that victory over the 

Midianites would result in the army boasting that they had been successful because 

of their own strength. Twenty two thousand men who were afraid departed, and 

again God told Gideon that the remaining ten thousand were too many. How do 

you like that? Gideon had to set them a test: those who lapped the water, aware of 

their surroundings, remained, whilst those who unconcernedly kneeled to drink, all 

nine thousand seven hundred of them, had to go home. God enabled the three 

hundred remaining to achieve a remarkable victory over the Midianites. (Judges 

7:2-7) This remnant was less than one percent of the original number. What army 

commander would have carried out such drastic orders? Can you image how 

Gideon‟s faith in God‟s Word must have been tested? His faith pleased God, 

opening up the way for Him to do great things. 

In the book of Matthew, we are told of two occasions when, in total, nine 

thousand men, together with women and children, were miraculously fed from a 

total of twelve loaves of bread and a few fish. God is not restricted by numbers. 

(Matthew 14:15-21; 15:32-38) 

When the Israelites wanted to have a king over them like the surrounding 

nations, they were instructed that the king, who would be chosen for them by God, 

was not to build up large numbers of horses, take many wives or build up large 

amounts of silver and gold for himself. (Deuteronomy 17:14-17) In other words, he 

was not to rely on his own resources, but was to trust God to supply his needs. 

When David was king, he broke God‟s principle by instructing his army 

commander Joab to take a census, so that he would know the number of his people. 



David realised his folly in relying on large numbers, admitting to the Lord that he 

had greatly sinned, but his disobedience resulted in a pestilence which killed 

seventy thousand men. (2 Samuel 24:1-15) It is a terrifying thing to fall into 

disfavour with the living God! (Hebrews 10:31)  

God, however, is certainly not against large numbers. In His covenant with 

Abraham, He promised that Abraham‟s descendants would be as numerous as the 

stars, and that he would be the father of a multitude of nations. (Genesis 15:5; 

17:4) God is not against riches. Abraham in fact was very rich in livestock, silver 

and gold. (Genesis 13:2) What concerns Him is the attitude we have towards 

riches. When the king of Sodom said to Abraham, “Give the people to me and take 

the goods for yourself,” Abraham responded saying that he had sworn to God that 

he would not take a thread or a sandal thong lest the king would say that he had 

made Abraham rich. (Genesis 14:21-23) Abraham knew that the source of his 

wealth was God, and that his responsibility was that of a steward. We should 

always remember this principle. 

God is a god of multiplication, as evidenced by the feeding of the thousands 

from the few loaves and fishes. It is His prerogative as to whether He saves or 

provides by many or by few. Let us not put our limitations on what He does in our 

lives. “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not lean on your own 

understanding.” (Proverbs 3:5) 

 
**OOuurr  rreessoouurrcceess  oorr  GGoodd’’ss  pprroovviissiioonn**  



 

73. Run the Race with Endurance  

At the start of a sprint, you have to get out of the starting block very quickly in 

order to have a good chance of winning. At the beginning of a Formula One race, it 

is a decided advantage to have pole position, to jump start ahead of the others. But, 

no matter how good the beginning is, unless one completes the course the race is 

lost. (Acts 20:24) Focus, concentration and determination are of paramount 

importance for a successful race.   

The race of life we run is not a one hundred metre sprint, but a marathon, and 

we are in it for the long haul. In a marathon, it is vital to have back up support, to 

be given the necessary sustenance to keep up the energy levels and to avoid 

dehydration. Likewise in life, we need the support of others, particularly from 

God‟s family, to give us encouragement and to keep pointing us in the right 

direction, to the source of our sustenance. (Hebrews 10:23-25)  

The Comrades Marathon, run annually between Durban and Pietermaritzburg in 

KwaZulu Natal, derives its name from the camaraderie of the contestants. The 

most noticeable characteristic is how contestants help and support one another in 

this most arduous of races. This is the attitude we should have in the marathon of 

life. 

In all marathons there are both steep gradients, the up hills where runners are 

sometimes reduced to a walk and gentle down hills where they can glide along. 

Sometimes the going gets so tough with the terrain and your own legs conspiring 

to defeat you that the temptation is to give up. Does this sound familiar? 

One of the greatest examples of patience and endurance we find in the Bible is 

the account of Noah‟s obedience to God‟s command to build the ark. From a 

human perspective at that time, it was a virtually impossible task to build such an 

immense boat. Yet, for a period of time equivalent to more than our lifespan, he 

toiled, year after year, surrounded no doubt by a mass of godless unbelievers who 

scoffed and jeered. In spite of it all, he carried on regardless, in persistent faith. 

(Genesis 6:5-22; Hebrews 11:7) 

Elijah, a great prophet of God, experienced extremes in his life. There was a 

time when he witnessed God putting 450 prophets of Baal to shame, ending in their 

death. There was also a time when the hand of the Lord was on him to such an 

extent that he outran the evil King Ahab. (1 Kings 18:20-46) Yet following these 

wonderful events, there was the time that he fled for his life from Jezebel, the evil 

wife of Ahab. How could this happen to a great prophet of God?  None of us, no 

matter how strong, can run the race of life in our own strength. We need to put our 

focus on God, the author, the finisher and the perfecter of our faith. Elijah sat 



under a juniper tree with a death wish, and God sent an angel to provide food for 

the journey ahead. (1 Kings 19:1-8) God is always there to give us the food we 

need for our journey. He is with us in the starting blocks, He is with us along the 

way and He is with us at the finishing post. (Philippians 1:6) 

Keep this focus, so you are able to run the race with endurance, laying aside the 

weights, the distractions and sins that can so easily hinder. (Hebrews 12:1-2) 

 
**IInn  iitt  ffoorr  tthhee  sspprriinntt  oorr  tthhee  mmaarraatthhoonn??**  



 

74. The Wilderness Experience 

One of the inevitable experiences in living a godly life is what is commonly known 

as a wilderness experience. Jesus was led into the wilderness to face temptation at 

the beginning of his earthly ministry. (Luke 4:1-2) In the Bible there is account 

after account of great godly men going through this experience: Moses, Joseph, 

Paul, to name just a few. 

A wilderness experience is not without purpose. It is a period of preparation, a 

time of testing which is essential in character building, a time of proving your 

faith. (1 Peter 6-7) By responding positively, you will come out stronger than 

before. Sin, disobedience and unbelief will only prolong the experience. What 

should have been an eleven day journey for the Israelites was lengthened to last for 

forty years! (Hebrews 3:7-11) 

Some of the temptations you will face in a wilderness experience are: 

 Doubting your salvation. 

 Feeling condemned as a failure. 

 Believing that God has forgotten you. 

 Acting foolishly, yielding to temptation. 

 Giving up.  Asking, what is the use? 

Don‟t be alarmed by such thoughts. These are the lies of the enemy, the father of 

lies. (John 8:44) 

Rather look upon the experience as an opportunity for divinely inspired 

discipline, drawing from the Word of God and reaching for a deeper revelation of 

Him and His divine direction for your life. If you respond this way, you can be 

sure that you will come out of the wilderness experience spiritually recharged and 

stronger in obedience and victory. (Luke 4:14-15) 

 
**TThhee  wwiillddeerrnneessss  pprroovviiddeess  ppuurrppoossee  aanndd  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy**  



 

75. The Hills and the Valleys 

Like nature, life has its hilltops and its valleys, its up and downs. The hilltops are 

wonderful times, when everything goes right and there are no problems, but these 

are often followed by a valley of sorrow, need, disappointment, illness, loneliness 

or difficult decision making. 

In a valley experience, we often turn to God for an answer or for some solace.  It 

brings home the fact that we are totally dependent on Him for everything in life. 

After all, He is the creator of life and we are mere earthen vessels, conduits of His 

love and power. (2 Corinthians 4:7) This is a time when we are usually more open 

to God than otherwise. It is also a time when we must guard against gazing in 

despair into the depths of the valley. 

The valleys are there to prepare us for our projection into the next hilltop 

experience. In these circumstances, we should rather say, “The Lord is my 

shepherd, I shall not want and even though I walk through the valley of the shadow 

of death, I fear no evil, for He is with me.” (Psalm 23:1-4) 

It is often when we are on the hilltop that the biggest test of our commitment to 

God comes our way. When everything goes along swimmingly, we become 

deceptively self-sufficient and can so easily overlook and forget our dependence on 

God. (Deuteronomy 6:10-12) 

What God is looking for is a consistency, steadfastness in our commitment to 

Him, both on the hilltop and in the valley experiences. (1 Corinthians 15:58) 

 
**BBee  sstteeaaddffaasstt  oonn  tthhee  hhiillll  oorr  iinn  tthhee  vvaalllleeyy**  



 

76. The Seasons of Life 

Nature has its seasons. There is the summer, warm and full of growth, bloom and 

foliage. Then comes autumn, when the foliage changes colour and the growth 

slows down, heralding the winter to come. When the winter comes, nature takes a 

rest. Then the winds blow and the old foliage falls to the ground to make way for 

the new.  In spring the young foliage springs forth into newness of life. 

Life consists of seasons too. It is important to recognise the seasons and to flow 

with them. If we swim against the tide and don‟t recognise the season we are in, it 

can be exhausting, frustrating and disappointing. There is a time to be active and a 

time to be still, a time to laugh and a time to cry, a time to mourn and a time to 

dance, a time to sow and a time to reap, a time to give and a time to receive. 

(Ecclesiastes 3:1-8) 

In nature, the cyclical wintertime of rest is of vital importance. In our lives too, 

the principle of rest is an essential one for our well-being. It is significant that God 

created man on the sixth day. The first full day of his life was the seventh day, a 

day of rest. He rested in God first, before embarking on God‟s commission to be 

fruitful, fill the earth and subdue it. This principle should apply in our lives. Real 

fruitfulness does not flow from a life of frenetic activity, but from a time of resting 

in God, of seeking His presence and guiding hand. 

Irrespective of the seasons of life, we are to seek the Lord continuously and 

speak His Word in season and out of season. (1 Chronicles 16:11; 2 Timothy 4:2) 

In life, there is a time when the wind of the Holy Spirit blows to that you can 

discard the old and put on the new. (Ephesians 4:22-24) Make sure you don‟t miss 

the opportunity. 

 
**RReeccooggnniissee  tthhee  sseeaassoonnss**  



 

77. Has Your Brook Dried Up? 

I remember a visit to the countryside in England and being so refreshed by the 

sight of the numerous little bubbling brooks of clear running water. How dreadful 

if these dried up! Elijah, the great Old Testament prophet of God, experienced this 

when the brook called Cherith dried up. He was a fearless reformer and a mighty 

man of prayer, who even rebuked kings and was referred to as the „Troubler of 

Israel‟ (1 Kings 18:17). Yet he was a man with passions just as we have, having a 

nature like ours, yielding to discouragement. (James 5:17) 

Elijah prayed earnestly that it would not rain and a drought followed that lasted 

three years and six months. Then God told him to go to the brook called Cherith 

where the ravens would bring him bread and meat and he could drink from the 

brook. This he did, enjoying God‟s provision. How ironic that the drought which 

was brought on by his prayers caused the brook to dry up. (1 Kings 17:3-7) But 

this man trusted God to provide for him. 

There are times in our lives when God, to fulfil His purposes, dries up our brook 

so that we have to move on in faith. We naturally tend to settle in a comfort zone 

when things are going well. Even the disciples Peter, James and John were tempted 

in this way. At the mount of transfiguration, Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good 

for us to be here; if you wish I will make three tabernacles here, one for you, one 

for Moses and one for Elijah.” (Matthew 17:1-4) We must be careful that we are 

not guilty of hanging onto something good, when God has something better for us. 

We should take a leaf out of Elijah‟s book. When God dried up the brook he went 

on to greater things in God, including the slaying of four hundred and fifty false 

prophets of Baal. (1 Kings 18:40) When your brook dries up, you need to seek God 

with all your heart for His direction. Ahead lies the challenge of a greater 

achievement in God‟s plan for you. 

Elijah‟s experience when he came to the widow in Zarephath spells out another 

example for us. God told him that she would provide for him, but when he asked 

her for a little water and a piece of bread, she answered that she had no bread, only 

a handful of flour and a little oil, and she was preparing this so that she and her son 

would eat it and die. (1 Kings 17:9-12) This could have been a devastating 

disappointment for Elijah. Had God mislead him? Elijah‟s response was to tell the 

widow not to fear. He asked her to first make him a little bread cake and afterwards 

to make one for herself and her son. Elijah reassured her that God had said that the 

flour and oil would not be exhausted until the drought was broken. Her obedience 

and trust in doing this, when she and her son were virtually starving to death, 

moved God‟s hand to provide for them in a miraculous way. (1 Kings 17:13-16) 



When God moves us on by drying up our brook, things don‟t usually just fall 

into place. They often look just the opposite of what we expect. As with Elijah‟s 

experience, there are challenges and hurdles along the way which will test our trust 

in and obedience to God. These are the times when we need to be steadfast in our 

faith, realising that these are the stepping stones to greater experiences and the 

fulfilment of God‟s plan for us. 

 
**DDoonn’’tt  hhoolldd  oonn  ttoo  wwhhaatt  GGoodd  hhaass  ddrriieedd  uupp””  



 

78. Waiting on God 

Nowadays we live our lives in the fast lane and we are constantly faced with time 

constraints, traffic jams and queues. It is often difficult to find time in our busy 

schedules to wait upon God.  

Before Jesus ascended to heaven, He commanded His disciples to wait in the 

upper room. Approximately one hundred and twenty disciples waited patiently, 

until they were rewarded by being filled with the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:1-4) When 

the power of the Holy Spirit fell on them, they went out filled with the confidence 

to be His witnesses. (Acts 1:4, 8) 

God has said that those who wait upon Him will renew their strength, and will 

mount up with wings as eagles. (Isaiah 40:31) So many times we find it difficult to 

wait. So often we become impatient. Some even fall asleep, like the disciples in the 

Garden of Gethsemane. (Matthew 26:40-41) 

To wait upon God effectively requires a focus on His Word, both the written 

Word, the Logos, and the Word that proceeds out of His mouth, the Rhema Word. 

(Deuteronomy 8:3) Being washed by the pure water that flows from the throne of 

God is the best mind transforming experience you can have. (Ephesians 5:25-27) 

Let His Word permeate your thinking, focus so that your thoughts will come into 

line with his thoughts. When you then act upon God‟s Word, the power of the Holy 

Spirit will have free course in your life. 

Discipline yourself to wait. The enemy will try to distract you to make you give 

up. Don‟t let distractions deter you. So often when you wait upon God, the 

telephone rings, the dog barks, and there is a knock on the door. Persevere and the 

discipline will become a delight. 

The most important activity in life is to be inactive in the presence of God, 

waiting upon Him. 

 
**MMaakkee  ttiimmee  ffoorr  GGoodd**  



 

79. Meditation  

The art of meditation, the exercising of the mind in deep thought, reflection, 

observation and pondering can be an exhilarating experience, but with the wrong 

focus it can be very detrimental. 

Many would advocate meditating with a passive and open mind like a vacuum 

to be filled, in a state of limbo, devoid of any form of emotion. This form of 

meditation can be a dangerous exercise, leading to the occupation of the mind by 

the wrong forces of the spirit world. It appears appealing and exciting but in the 

long term it leads to despair and destruction. 

When our meditation is focused upon God, we cannot possibly be without 

emotion. In His presence we will experience the emotion of love, as He is love. (1 

John 4:8) In His presence we will experience the fullness of joy. (Psalm 16:11) An 

awareness of His presence will often fill us with the emotions of love and 

thankfulness to the point where we are overcome with tears of joy. 

Another form of meditation is to call upon the dead and to practise spiritualism. 

This is detestable to the Lord.  (Deuteronomy 18:10-12) 

The form of meditation advocated by the Bible is to be focused on the Word of 

God, to meditate on it continuously, and to be obedient to what it portrays. Jesus is 

the Word of God. (John 1:1, 14) He is the author and perfecter of our faith. Our 

meditation should always be focused on Him, to allow Him to write His desires 

and directions on our minds and on the tablets of our hearts. (Hebrews 12:2) Our 

minds should be fixed on the things which are honourable, right, pure, and lovely 

and of good repute. (Philippians 4:8) 

The consequences will be a way of success and prosperity, not measured in 

human terms, but according to the will and purpose of God. (Joshua 1:8; Psalm 

1:1-2)  

 
**JJeessuuss  iiss  tthhee  ffooccuuss  ooff  oouurr  mmeeddiittaattiioonn**  



 

80. Our Important Decisions 

Many important decisions have to be made during a lifetime. All decisions have 

consequences, and some have life-long consequences. Deciding on a choice of 

career or employment, purchasing a house, investing money and, most importantly, 

choosing a marriage partner, are very important decisions. In the business world, 

important policy decisions are not left in the hands of the CEO of a company, but 

are made by a Board of Directors or a Management Committee. In the legal 

system, a criminal is not convicted without the facts being confirmed by witnesses. 

These procedures are in line with the biblical principle that there is victory and 

wisdom in the abundance of counsellors, and that every fact is confirmed by two or 

three witnesses. (Proverbs 11:14; Matthew 18:16) 

As a Christian, one should take careful note of the scripture which says that 

there are many plans in a man‟s heart, but the counsel and guidance of the Lord 

will stand. (Proverbs 19:21) Many Christians, including some who are mature in 

the faith, will admit that it is not always an easy matter to know the will of God. 

However, the following are some godly principles and guidelines which are a 

safeguard in decision making: 

 Prayer It is vital that we should be led by the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:13-14) and 

therefore it is imperative that we should pray, asking for God‟s guidance in making 

the decision at hand. We are to begin by trusting the Lord with all our heart, not 

leaning on our own understanding but acknowledging Him in all our ways. He will 

then bring direction to the path we take. (Proverbs 3:5-6) 

 Godly Counsel Our loving heavenly Father will not give us a snake if we ask Him 

for a fish, (Luke 11:10-13) but when it comes to major decision-making, we should 

share the matter with our spiritual leaders or other mature Christians. We should not 

expect them to make the decision for us, but should seek the answer for ourselves, 

being assured of their confirmation or otherwise. 

 Scriptural Confirmation God will on occasions lead us to a particular scripture to 

confirm the decision we are to make. Our decisions should never be contrary to 

scripture. 

 Prophetic Guidance  God will sometimes inspire someone else to say something 

which will immediately either confirm our proceeding with the matter, or put up a 

“no go” sign. 

 The Provision Whom God calls, He equips. God, the great provider, will always 

bring the necessary provision to fulfil His purposes in our lives. Sometimes this is 

evident in a dramatic way. For example, the money to make a much-needed 



purchase suddenly comes by way of an unexpected gift from someone who knows 

nothing about the need. 

Conviction and Peace We should have an inner conviction about the decisions we 

make, as the Holy Spirit bears witness with our spirit, like a green traffic light 

indicating a go ahead. (Romans 8:16) We should have an inner peace about the 

decision. (Hebrews 13:20-21)  

As none of us is infallible, it is still possible, after applying all of the above, to 

make a wrong decision. If we love God and are called according to His purpose, 

we can be sure that despite the wrong decision, He in His sovereignty will cause all 

things to work together for our ultimate good. (Romans 8:28) 

 
**CCoonnffiirrmmaattiioonn  iiss  iimmppoorrttaanntt**  

81. As a Man Thinks in Himself, So Is He 

The human mind is a marvel of God‟s creation. It is a fact that we use only a small 

percentage of the capacity of our mind. Think of what the potential would be if we 

were to use it to full capacity. The sky would be the limit. 

There is no doubt that the power of positive thinking can have very beneficial 

results. There are many examples of people overcoming adversity by pure 

determination. The converse is also true, however, as negative thinking can be very 

detrimental. Many illnesses are of a psychosomatic nature, born in the depth of the 

mind. 

The Biblical saying, “As a man thinks in himself, so is he” is very true. 

(Proverbs 23:7) Our minds are like a battlefield, constantly bombarded from the 

media in the form of bad news, pornography and violence. The demonic forces 

also join the fray in trying to influence our thinking. 

In its natural state, the mind perceives the things of God as being foolish and 

illogical, (1 Corinthians 2:14) and that is why we need to be transformed by the 

spiritual renewing of our minds. (Romans 12;2) Think of the computer term GIGO: 

garbage in, garbage out. What we allow to come into our minds has a strong 

influence on our thinking, and ultimately on our actions. (Matthew 12:35) Secret 

thoughts become public actions. 

We should allow our minds to be transformed by the Holy Spirit, so that the 

mind of Christ will permeate our being. We need to focus our thoughts on the 

things which are pure, lovely, positive and of good repute (Philippians 4:8)  

 
**YYoouurr  tthhoouugghhttss  ddeetteerrmmiinnee  yyoouurr  ssttaattee  ooff  bbeeiinngg**  



 

82. Each Shall Carry His Own Load 

Everyone experiences problems and difficulties at times. As part of a great 

Christian family, when one suffers, all suffer. As Christians we are called to bear 

one another‟s burdens and thus fulfil the law of Christ. (Galatians 6:2) In times 

like these, we are to be a source of encouragement and blessing to the one in need, 

whether it is a spiritual, emotional or material need. (1 Thessalonians 5:14-15) 

Sometimes it‟s a shoulder to cry on. A problem shared is often a problem halved. 

However, be careful not to add fuel to the fire of a problem and make matters 

worse, perhaps prolonging a dependency. For example, to respond to a 

squanderer‟s request for money will not solve the problem or meet the real need. It 

would be like throwing money into a bottomless pit. The way to help would be to 

speak the truth in love, and make it a matter of prayer for him to change his ways. 

We are to bear one another‟s burdens but paradoxically we are also told that 

each must carry his own load. (Galatians 6:5) We each have to take responsibility 

for our own decisions and actions. In the church context, there is too often a 

tendency for people to rely on the leadership to hear from God and to pray on their 

behalf. Leadership should certainly play an important role in helping people come 

to maturity, but they cannot stand proxy for them. Each person has a responsibility 

to develop their own meaningful relationship with God. 

When you find it difficult to carry your own load, by all means share your 

problem with a mature believer but do not try to offload it. The invitation to you is 

to take the yoke of Jesus upon you, for His yoke is easy and His load is light. He 

will lighten your load, and you will find rest for your soul. (Matthew 11:28-30) 

 
**DDoonn’’tt  eexxppeecctt  ootthheerrss  ttoo  ccaarrrryy  tthhee  llooaadd  yyoouu  aarree  mmeeaanntt  ttoo  bbeeaarr**  



 

83. The Little Things in Life 

God places great importance on the little things in your life, the things that you 

would often think of as insignificant. A smile from you brings pleasure to His 

heart. 

If you do the little things with the right motive and the right spirit, the bigger 

things will take care of themselves. If you are faithful in the little things, He will 

entrust His authority and power to you in greater things. (Matthew 25:23; Luke 

19:17) 

His way is for the small things to end in greatness. The mustard seed, the 

smallest of seeds, becomes a large tree. (Matthew 13:31-32) The trickle of water 

becomes a mighty river. (Ezekiel 47:1-5) The stone cut out of the mountain 

without human hands fills the whole earth. (Daniel 2:34-35) The baby born in a 

humble stable becomes the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. (Luke 2:7; 

Revelation 19:16)  

Even in our speech we often think we have to use many grandiose words to be 

effective. The most effective words spoken are simple and to the point. When Jesus 

raised Lazarus from the dead, He said, “Lazarus, come forth” (John 11:43-44) and 

he calmed the storm with the words “Hush, be still”. (Mark 4:39) 

Do not despise small beginnings. (Zechariah 4:10) Always remember, the little 

things in your life are the building blocks of God‟s Kingdom. 

 
**NNootthhiinngg  iiss  ttoooo  ssmmaallll  ffoorr  GGoodd**  



 

84. Speak the Truth in Love 

Sometimes we find ourselves saying unwholesome things about people with whom 

we are in relationship. Judgemental words and criticism pass through our lips with 

ease. We repeat rumours we have heard, embellishing them to make them sound 

nice and juicy. Slandering and scandal mongering are commonplace: how effective 

the media can be in character assassination, bringing down the powerful and 

influential of this world. We have the choice to speak words that are positive or 

negative, creative or destructive. 

As Christians we are told to speak the truth in love. When we do so, we 

contribute to an atmosphere in which the Body of Christ can grow up in all aspects 

into Him. (Ephesians 4:15)  

There are four significant things about speaking the truth in love: 

 We are to speak out, to verbalise. Do not harbour your thoughts, failing to speak 

out when words of correction or encouragement should be spoken.  

 We are to speak the truth. We are not to speak careless words, rumours and 

hearsay. Speak from an inner conviction that always lines up with the Word of God. 

(Matthew 12:36-37)  

 We are to voice positive encouragement. We must appreciate and acknowledge 

the good changes in a person. (1 Thessalonians 5:11; Hebrews 3:13) We tend to 

think that when we speak, it should always be dealing with the correction of faults 

in others.  

 We are to speak in love. Without a motivation of love behind our words, the 

words will be empty and fruitless, and will certainly not contribute to the maturing 

of the Body in Christ. (1 John 3:14,18) 

 
**SSppeeaakk  tthhee  ttrruutthh  oorr  hhoolldd  yyoouurr  ppeeaaccee**  



 

85. Confession 

The Biblical principle of confession has been ignored by some and taken to 

extremes by others. It is in fact an important aspect in the life of a Christian.  

Under the Old Testament, it was essential for the Israelites to confess their sins 

in order to be in a right relationship with God. This was for a covering and not for 

a removal of sins and this emphasis continued until the time of John the Baptist. 

Whilst people were being baptised by John in the river Jordon, they confessed their 

sins. (Matthew 3:4-6) 

The principle of confession of our sins does not apply to the born again 

experience. Under the New Covenant, salvation comes by a spirit of repentance, of 

believing in your heart and confessing with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and that 

God raised Him from the dead. (Romans 10:9-10) This confession is a positive 

one, confessing Jesus as Lord, not a negative one of trying to confess all your sins. 

Can you imagine how difficult it would be to confess all your past sins? It would 

need a large computer database to remind you! In the born again experience, we 

are reconciled to our Heavenly Father, being assured that our sins have been paid 

for and that He does not hold them against us. When born again, God looks at us 

through the blood of Jesus as though we have never sinned in our lives. We are 

clothed in the white robes of God‟s righteousness. (2 Corinthians 5:17-21) 

As long as we are living on the earth in the flesh, we will have difficulty in not 

sinning, bearing in mind that whatever is not of faith is sin. It is true that if we say 

that we do not sin, we are deceiving ourselves. (1 John 1:8) However, the 

wonderful thing is that when we sin, and confess the sin, God is faithful and 

righteous to forgive us and He cleanses us from all unrighteousness. He not only 

forgives us but He makes us pure, just as if we had never sinned. (1 John 1:9) 

Not only are we to confess our sins to God, but we are also to confess them to 

one another. In the book of James, we are told to confess our sins to each other, 

and pray for one another, so that we may be healed. (James 5:16) Does this mean 

that we are to blurt out every sin in our lives, broadcasting them far and wide? 

Heaven forbid! Think about what a negative vibe this would create!    

Most sins can be dealt with by our confession to God. However, there are times 

when we struggle with a particular habitual sin, and then we need the prayers, 

counselling and support of others to help us overcome the problem. James makes it 

clear that the confession should be accompanied by prayer, so that a healing can 

take place. It should be done in an atmosphere of trust and confidentiality.  The 

idea is for restitution to take place.  Such confession of our sins is an integral part 



of walking in the light, enriching our fellowship with God and one another. (1 John 

1:6-7) 

 
**CCoonnffeessss  yyoouurr  ssiinnss  ffoorr  hheeaalliinngg  ttoo  ttaakkee  ppllaaccee**  



 

86. Are You Living By Bread Alone? 

The majority of the population of the earth suffer from inadequate food supplies 

causing starvation and deprivation. What a tragedy! Most of the developed nations 

have a surplus of food, but due to economic and other reasons, this food does not 

reach the poor and needy. A great deal of time and money is spent on special diets 

to fight “the battle of the bulge” and maintain health. Food is an essential 

commodity and much time is spent on preparing and eating meals. We cannot 

survive without food. 

In the book of Deuteronomy, God reminded the Israelites of how He had led 

them in the wilderness for forty years, testing them to know what was in their 

hearts and whether they would keep His commandments or not. He fed them with 

manna, and let them go hungry sometimes, to help them understand that man does 

not live by physical food alone but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth 

of the Lord. (Deuteronomy 8:2-3) 

Man is not comprised of just a physical body, but has a spirit and a soul too. (1 

Thessalonians 5:23) In simple terms, the spirit is one‟s God consciousness and the 

soul is one‟s self consciousness, the mind and emotions. Our spirit lies dormant 

within us until it is made alive to God when we are born again in Christ. (1 Peter 

3:18) 

The consequences of depriving our bodies of nutrition are weakness and ill 

health. To deprive our spirit of nourishment results in spiritual lethargy. 

Jesus is the Word of God, inseparable from the Bible, the Word of God. (John 

1:1, 14) He is the Bread of God which comes down from heaven and gives life to 

the world. He said, “I am the Bread of Life; he who comes to Me shall not hunger 

and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.” (John 6:33-35) His Words have to 

abide in us. (John 15:7) Unless we immerse ourselves in His Word and meditate 

upon it continuously, we deprive our spirit and will have stunted spiritual growth. 

When we pray “give us this day our daily bread” it is applicable not only to 

physical food, but also to spiritual food. 

The Word of God is living, active and sharper than any two-edged sword and 

divides between spirit and soul, judging the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

(Hebrews 4:12) The Word has a positive impact on our spirit and soul, resulting in 

our lives being changed. 

As with the Israelites, God reminds His people constantly that we do not live 

just on physical food, but that the key to abundant life is for the Word of Christ to 

dwell richly within us. (Colossians 3:16) Our spiritual food intake has to increase. 



If you are living by physical bread alone, it is time to take your Bible off the 

shelf, dust it down, and embark on a journey through its pages with God the Holy 

Spirit as your inspiration and guide. You can be sure that by doing this diligently, 

your life will be changed from glory to glory. (2 Corinthians 3:18) 

 
**AArree  yyoouu  ssttaarrvviinngg  yyoouurrsseellff??**  



 

87. A Forgetful Hearer or an Effective Doer? 

In the book of Amos, reference is made to God sending a famine, not a famine of 

food, but of hearing the words of the Lord. (Amos 8:11-12) 

We live in an age when there is a proliferation of the Word of God. Never 

before have there been so many different translations of the Bible, books, 

magazines, cassette tapes, compact discs, videos, radio, television and the internet. 

However, tests prove that much of what people hear is not actually absorbed, 

remembered or acted upon. Despite being so freely available, it is apparent that 

generally there is a famine; the words of the Lord are not being heard. 

The book of Revelation says, “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 

is saying to the churches.” (Revelation 2:7) In this context, reference is made not 

just to a physical hearing of words, but to an absorption and digestion of the 

message, so that the words are written on the heart. It is so easy for words to go in 

one ear and out the other, and there are so many voices out there clamouring for 

one‟s attention. 

God requires us to be doers of His Word, not to be just hearers. We are to be 

effective doers, not forgetful hearers. A forgetful person is likened to someone who 

looks at himself in a mirror and when he moves away from the mirror, immediately 

forgets what he is like. (James 1:22-25) Jesus said, “If you know these things, you 

are blessed if you do them.” (John 13:17) 

There needs to be a new dimension of hearing and carrying out God‟s Word. 

True discipleship will be evident when we abide in His Word. (John 8:31) 

There are times when you hear or read God‟s written Word, the Logos, and it 

becomes a Rhema Word, speaking to you personally and requiring some action. It 

is vitally important not to procrastinate in these circumstances, but to act quickly. 

The longer you delay, the more difficult it becomes to act upon that Word. Delayed 

obedience becomes disobedience. 

We need to: 

 Take care how we listen. (Luke 8:18) 

 Be quick to listen and slow to speak. (James 1:19) 

 Hear, understand and fear the Lord. (Deuteronomy 31:12) 

 Listen that we might live. (Isaiah 55:3) 

 Live out the Word, Jesus Christ. (Philippians 1:21) 

 
**HHeeaarriinngg  mmuusstt  rreessuulltt  iinn  aaccttiioonn**  



 

88. Seek and you Shall Find 

Geologists throughout the world are involved in exploration; seeking gold, silver, 

precious stones, minerals and metals on and under the surface of the earth. Some of 

the operations are successful, some are not. 

Jesus likened the Kingdom of Heaven to a treasure hidden in a field, a priceless 

pearl. (Matthew 13:44-46) He is that pearl of great price. If you seek Him with all 

of your heart, He promises that you will find Him. (Jeremiah 29:13) You will not 

be involved in unsuccessful exploration, but you will not find Him by just 

scratching the surface. It must be a wholehearted search; you must seek deeply, 

like a deer panting for the water brook. (Psalm 42:1-2) Hezekiah, King of Israel, 

sought God with all his heart and prospered. (2 Chronicles 31:20-21) 

In this day and age, people chase after fame, riches and pleasure. And they often 

find them, but such things are skin deep, like the grass, here today, gone tomorrow. 

(1 Peter 1:24-25; 2 Corinthians 4:18) 

If you hunger and thirst after righteousness, you will be filled, satisfied with a 

lasting treasure. (Matthew 5:6) Yearn for Him and you will be filled with His 

presence, His power, His passion and His peace, a peace that the world cannot give 

or understand. (Philippians 4:7) 

Seek Him with all your heart and it is a certainty that you will find Him. 

 
**SSccrraattcchh  bbeellooww  tthhee  ssuurrffaaccee  ffoorr  tthhee  ttrreeaassuurree**  



 

89. The Gifts of the Spirit  

The subject of the gifts of the Spirit is a controversial one. There are those who 

believe that the gifts were for the time of the early church only and that they are no 

longer relevant. There are others who have gone to extremes in displaying the gifts, 

to make an impression and take the glory for themselves. In between these two 

extremes lies the truth. The early church needed the gifts of the Spirit to function 

effectively, and there is still a need for them in the modern day church. God has 

not changed and His pattern for the Church has not changed. (1 Corinthians 1:1-

11) 

Jesus manifested the gifts in His earthly ministry to great effect. When the 

Pharisees and Sadducees posed trick questions, He displayed the word of wisdom 

in His answers, astonishing everyone. (Matthew 22:33) He used a word of 

knowledge when speaking to the Samaritan woman at the well. (John 4:17-18) He 

frequently discerned the spirits when casting out demons. (Matthew 17:18-21) He 

used the gift of the working of miracles when commanding the storm to be still. 

(Luke 8:24) He displayed the gift of faith when raising Lazarus from the dead, 

(John 11: 43-44) while the gift of healings was very evident when He healed the 

multitudes. (Matthew 15:30) He was gifted prophetically, as shown when he 

foretold that Peter would deny Him three times before the cock crowed. (Matthew 

26:34, 74) There is no doubt that the efficacy of the ministry of Jesus was 

enhanced by His operating in the gifts of the Spirit. How much more the present 

day church has need of the gifts! 

Paul, the apostle, who both displayed the gifts and encouraged their use, 

including the speaking and interpretation of tongues, said that the Church should 

not be ignorant of them. (1 Corinthians 14:18; 12:1) The greater gifts, he said, 

should be earnestly desired. The gifts of the Spirit are a direct outflow of the power 

of the Holy Spirit, beyond our normal ability. We must recognise that they are gifts 

and that we have no rights to them. They are an indication of what God does, not 

of who we are. They are given to meet needs, not to glorify self. The motivation 

behind them should always be the love and compassion of Jesus; otherwise we 

shall just be a noisy instrument. (1 Corinthians 13:1) 

We need to increase our sensitivity to the Holy Spirit. We need to be available to 

be used in any gift He chooses. If He has chosen to move through you in one or 

more gifts, rejoice that you were able to bless someone, not that you were chosen. 

 
**TThhee  ggiiffttss  mmeeeett  nneeeeddss**  



 

90. Discovering Your Talents 

Created in the image of God, we all have inherent talents, but sadly many of us go 

through life without discovering these talents, letting them lie dormant within us. 

The exceptions, labelled as child prodigies, discover and use their talents from a 

very early age, while still others discover their talents in their latter years. 

Jesus told a parable about talents and there are some significant principles which 

should be noted from this. (Matthew 25:14-30) Each slave was given at least one 

talent. None of us can say that we do not have any talents. Each slave was 

allocated a number of talents according to his or her natural ability. God recognises 

the diversities of people and that some are more gifted in certain areas than others. 

God‟s expectancy varies from person to person. Never forget that irrespective of a 

person‟s natural talents, God is able to do exceedingly and abundantly above what 

you ask or think, according to His power that works within you. (Ephesians 3:20)   

The slave who was given one talent was afraid. He lacked faith and let the fear 

of failure rule him. This kind of attitude causes stagnation and fruitlessness. The 

old adage “use it or lose it” is so true! The consequence here was a very annoyed 

master and the slave lost what little he had. 

If you have an urge to do something, to paint a picture, write a book or poem, 

invent something, don‟t suppress that urge. Make a start, no matter how small and 

imperfect it may seem. (Zechariah 4:10) Take a step in faith and it could be that 

you will unlock that unknown talent within you. 

The greatest creativity in your life will flow from a living relationship with the 

great master of creation, Jesus Christ. Let Him hold the brush, the pen or the tool in 

your hand as you venture into the unknown on a voyage of discovery.   

 
**UUssee  tthheemm  oorr  lloossee  tthheemm**  



 

91. Thankfulness  

Have you ever done a kind deed for someone who totally ignores you, giving you 

the impression that you are indebted to him, rather than the other way around? This 

response can cause hurt to the giver. “Once bitten twice shy,” you say. Of course 

it‟s wrong to hold anything against such a person, as the negative response is 

probably indicative of an inner need for healing, but a positive attitude is both 

encouraging and edifying. The USA has held the principle of thanksgiving 

important enough to celebrate it annually! 

It is a godly characteristic to give thanks. In the first book of Thessalonians Paul 

tells us to give thanks in everything, for it is God‟s will for us in Christ Jesus. (1 

Thessalonians 5:18) This is confirmed in Ephesians, which reminds us to always 

give thanks to God our Father for all things, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

(Ephesians 5:20) 

In the hurly burly of daily living, it is so easy to overlook saying thank you. We 

may thank those we see on a daily basis but perhaps we take the things of the 

unseen God for granted. (Acts 17:28) The greatest gift of all was in giving His only 

Son, so that by believing in Him we should have eternal life. (John 3:16) For that 

alone, we should be eternally grateful! 

We are to come into His presence with thanksgiving. (Psalm 95:2) This is a key 

in our prayer life. In the book of Philippians, Paul instructs us to be anxious about 

nothing, but to let our requests about everything be known to God through prayer 

and supplication with thanksgiving. (Philippians 4:6) God, in His faithfulness, 

always answers prayer, but often in unexpected ways. There are times when He 

answers in very specific detail. We need to thank God in anticipation of His 

answering our prayers. 

Thanksgiving and praise are intertwined. When we come together as Christians, 

we should show the unquestionable evidence of a people who are deeply thankful 

towards their God, praising Him for His goodness and mercy. We are to enter His 

gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise. (Psalm 100:4) 

We are to be thankful not only towards God, but also towards one another. (2 

Thessalonians 1:3) We need to ask ourselves, do we express our thankfulness to 

our marriage partner in life, the person who is our closest relationship on earth, or 

do we take things for granted? How do we regard those in our immediate family? 

These are sobering questions. Let not the adage “familiarity breeds contempt” be a 

reality in our lives. 

Thanksgiving opens the door to the throne room of God and praise keeps the 

door open. Our thankfulness, our thanksgiving to God, will be an eternal 



experience. To quote from the book of Revelation, “Amen, blessing and glory and 

wisdom and thanksgiving and honour and power and might be to our God forever 

and ever” (Revelation 7:12)    

 
**GGiivvee  tthhaannkkss  ffoorr  eevveerryytthhiinngg**  



 
  

 

Overseeing God’s Blessings  

92. Stewardship 

In the Oxford Dictionary, one of the definitions of a steward is “one who manages 

the affairs of an estate on behalf of an employer”. Every person on the face of the 

earth is involved in stewardship, whether we realise it or not.  No matter how little 

you may have, a stewardship is still involved. Jesus told of the widow who gave 

two copper coins, all that she had. Jesus said she had given more than the rich who 

gave large sums of money out of their surplus. (Mark 12:41-44)   

Every one of us shall one day have to give an account to God of our stewardship 

during our lifetime. (Luke 16:1-2) None of us has ownership of anything. God 

owns the earth and all it contains, the world and everyone who lives in it. (Psalm 

24:1) We are managing the affairs of an “estate” on behalf of our “employer,” 

God. It is another matter whether we are good and faithful employees or rebellious 

ones. 

When we talk about stewardship, we tend to think of money matters only, but it 

is far more encompassing than that. As ambassadors of Jesus Christ, the 

stewardship of money is inextricably bound together with our non-monetary 

responsibilities to God. They are not two separate worlds. 

As Christians, we are not only stewards of money but also stewards of the 

mysteries of God and His grace. (1 Corinthians 4:1; Ephesians 3:2) The Apostle 

Paul‟s stewardship was to preach the gospel. (Colossians 1:25) What example do 

we set as stewards of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus? Can we say as Paul said, “Be 

imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ”? (1 Corinthians 11:1) What do people 

see in us? Do they see Christ coming forth; do they see His many-membered body 

as shining examples of His love, righteousness and grace? (Galatians 2:20) 

We also have stewardship of our own physical bodies, which are the temple of 

the Holy Spirit. (1 Corinthians 6:19-20) Hygiene, exercise and good eating habits 

all have their place in the stewardship of our bodies. However, excessive focus on 

the body can become an idol. Paul says to Timothy that bodily discipline is of little 

profit, whereas godliness is profitable for all things, since it holds promise for both 

the present life and also for the life to come. (1 Timothy 4:8) 

Let us carry out our stewardship in such a way that we shall be part of that 

company of people to whom the great “employer” will one day say, “Well done, 



good and faithful slave (servant), you were faithful with a few things, I will put you 

in charge of many things. Enter into the joy of your Master.” (Matthew 25:21)  

 
**AArree  yyoouu  aa  ffaaiitthhffuull  sstteewwaarrdd??**  



 

93. Am I a Good Steward of Money? 

The Oxford Dictionary defines a steward as “an administrator and dispenser of 

wealth as a servant of God”.  The principle is that much is required of one to whom 

much has been given. There is a greater requirement of responsibility. 

If you want to take your stewardship of money seriously, it would be good for 

you to examine yourself by asking the following questions. Measure your 

responses against God‟s standards: 

 Do I pray for wisdom in handling my finances, or do I rely on my own 

understanding? “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God.” (James 1:5) 

 Do I go it alone in making major decisions or do I seek godly confirmation? “In 

abundance of counsellors there is victory.” (Proverbs 11:14) 

 Do I ignore debt and spend money on unnecessary things, or do I make repayment 

of debt a priority? “Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another.” (Romans 

13:8) 

 When I cannot pay my debt do I avoid the one to whom I am indebted, or do I 

approach my debtor in an open way to reschedule the payment? The slave said, 

“Have patience with me and I will repay you everything.” (Matthew 18:26) 

 Am I guilty of double standards by being harsh and uncompromising to those who 

owe me money, but expect favour from those to whom I owe money? “Whatever 

you want others to do for you, do so for them.” (Matthew 7:12) 

 When I borrow something, do I look after it as if it were mine and return it in the 

same condition as when I received it? (Luke 16:12) 

 Do I keep my word in a business transaction, whether or not there is a binding 

legal contract? It is better not to give your word than to give your word and not 

fulfil it. (Ecclesiastes 5:5) 

 Do I sign surety for someone else‟s debt, knowing that I do not have the money 

available to back it up? If so, I will risk my bed being taken from under me. 

(Proverbs 22:26-27) 

 Do I „take‟ small items of stationery or spend time on my own affairs at the 

expense of my employer, thinking nothing of it? If I am unrighteous in a very little 

thing, I will also be unrighteous in big things. (Luke 16:10-11) 

 Do I participate in “get rich quick” schemes and the lottery? “Beware and be on 

your guard against every form of greed.” (Luke 12:15) 

 Am I trustworthy, acting with integrity in all my financial affairs, without ever 

trying to gain something unjustly? “The integrity of the upright will guide them but 

the falseness of the treacherous will destroy them.” (Proverbs 11:3) 



 Do I bury my talents by avoiding taking on increased responsibility? To whom 

much is given, much is required. (Luke 12:48) 

 Do I consider it fair game to cheat the government out of tax by being untruthful 

when completing my tax return? “Pay taxes and custom to whom it is due”. 

(Romans 13:6-7) 

 Do I give generously and sacrificially with a cheerful heart? “It is more blessed to 

give than to receive”. (Acts 20:35) 

 Am I willing to take a bribe in order to benefit my business?  A bribe subverts the 

cause of the just. (Exodus 23:8) 

 Am I at times negligent in my work, skimping over things, perhaps being a little 

lazy? “Poor is he who works with a negligent hand, but the hand of the diligent 

makes rich.” (Proverbs 10:4) 

 Am I grateful to God, thanking Him as the great provider for meeting my financial 

needs? “In everything give thanks for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” (1 

Thessalonians 5:18) 

 Am I content with what I have or do I look around coveting other people‟s 

possessions? “You shall not covet .... anything that belongs to your neighbour.” 

(Exodus 20:17) 

 Am I fearful and anxious, lacking faith in God, my provider, that my financial 

needs will not be met? “Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness and all these 

things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:33)  

These questions may appear to be legalistic “dos and don‟ts” but are posed to 

highlight areas where it is easy to turn a blind eye, but which are unrighteous all 

the same. Paul said that all things were lawful to him, but not all things were 

profitable. May the Holy Spirit bring godly conviction, resulting in fruitful 

repentance and cleansing from any such blind spots and unrighteousness. 

Sadly, as people of God, we have often been guilty of compromise and 

disobedience in this regard. It has been the soft underbelly of the Church of Christ, 

open to exploitation by the enemy and bringing reproach on the Church. God calls 

for higher standards from His people. 

 
**GGoodd’’ss  ssttaannddaarrddss  aarree  hhiigghheerr  tthhaann  oouurrss**  



 

94. Money – the Root of Evil or a Blessing? 

The saying is that money makes the world go round. There is no doubt that money 

plays an extremely important part both in world affairs and in our individual lives. 

In world politics, money is the dominant power. In individual lives, the lack of 

money to buy the bare essentials is a devastating and disheartening experience, but 

the Bible tells us that it is the love of money that is the root of all evil. (1 Timothy 

6:10) It is the love of money that gives rise to the evils of fraud, bribery, theft, 

robbery and even murder. 

Many people spend their lives chasing after money. They pursue the making of 

money at all costs, only to find when they have it that it does not buy the most 

important things in life, inner peace and joy. (Isaiah 55:1-3) Some people resort to 

fraudulent means to make money. Proverbs states the Biblical truth that ill-gotten 

gains do not profit a person and that wealth obtained by fraud, dwindles. (Proverbs 

10:2; 13-11) How true this is! The two extremes of greed are to hoard money with 

a miserly attitude, or to spend it as if it were going out of fashion. 

In its rightful place, and with the right attitude, money can be a tool of great 

blessing. God made a covenant with Abraham, the father of the faith, that He 

would bless him and his descendants so that they in turn would be a blessing to the 

families of the earth. (Genesis 12:1-3) This included financial blessing. Abraham 

was a very wealthy man, and set a wonderful example of godly stewardship of 

money. 

Generosity in giving is an overriding principle and the results are that it will be 

given back to the giver in a greater measure, an overflow. (Luke 6:38) The main 

motivation in giving should not be in order to receive, but to be a blessing to the 

recipient. Nevertheless as a godly principle, when you give there can be the 

expectation of a blessing in return to provide more seed to sow. 

It is a stark reality that when we die we cannot take our money with us. Jesus 

said that we should not lay up for ourselves treasures on earth where they can be 

stolen or destroyed, but to lay them up in Heaven where they are secure for 

eternity. “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also”. (Matthew 6:19-

21) The bottom line is that money is a heart issue. 

In the final analysis, what we have belongs to God, which He entrusts to us. 

(Psalm 24:1) We do not have ownership, but we have the responsibility of 

stewardship, to use our money righteously and generously. 

Don‟t let money be the god of your life, but let it rather be a means of blessing 

others. (Hebrews 13:16) 

 
**MMoonneeyy  ccaann  bbee  aa  ggrreeaatt  bblleessssiinngg**  





 

95. Giving 

Giving is a dominant characteristic of God. He is the giver of every good and 

perfect gift (James 1:17) and through Jesus, He has given us everything that 

pertains to life and Godliness. (2 Peter 1:3) 

In His Word, He says it is more blessed to give than to receive, and that as we 

give it shall be given back to us in an overflowing measure. (Acts 20:35; Luke 

6:38) All He expects of us is to give Him a life of worship which embraces the 

godly characteristics which please Him.    

Whereas the world‟s financial system is based upon buying and selling, that of 

the Kingdom of God is based on giving and receiving. As we live a godly life in 

Christ Jesus, the heart of God in us will prompt us to give to His work and to our 

fellow man. There is giving in the broad sense, when we give money, material 

things, of our time and of the treasures which have been stored up in our hearts. 

The giving and stewardship of money has been emphasised throughout the Bible. 

Hundreds of years before God instituted the law, the patriarch Abraham set a 

wonderful example of honouring God by giving a tenth of the choicest spoils, a 

tithe, to Melchizedek. Melchizedek was without genealogy, made like the Son of 

God, a perpetual priest, and by doing this, Abraham was honouring Christ. 

(Hebrews 7:1-9; Leviticus 27:30) In the book of Malachi, God commanded the 

people to bring the tithe into the storehouse so that there would be food in His 

house. (Malachi 3:10) Whilst everything belongs to, the tithe is to be brought into 

the storehouse, the local church. The leaders of the church are then responsible to 

God for the proper stewardship of these funds. 

We are responsible for the proper stewardship of the remaining ninety percent of 

our income. It is a wrong mindset to think that the giving of a tithe fulfils our 

responsibility. We should still be open to God‟s prompting and guidance in giving 

generously for specific projects and to the poor and needy. 

Any legalistic coercion to give tithes and offerings is contrary to the very spirit 

of giving, which should be done freely and with a thankful heart, honouring God 

by giving Him first place in everything. (Matthew 10:8) 

It is a truth that we cannot give what we haven‟t received, (Acts 3:6) and we 

cannot receive what we are not prepared to give. As we respond with generous 

hearts to God‟s command to give freely, we can expect to be blessed by Him. Then 

we in turn can be a blessing to others. 

 
**BBee  aa  cchheeeerrffuull  ggiivveerr!!**  



 

96. Sowing and Reaping 

It is a fact of life that we are constantly sowing and reaping in one form or other. 

We sow good seeds such as love, forgiveness, kindness, mercy and thankfulness 

and bad seeds such as hatred, unforgiveness, revenge and ungratefulness. We sow 

with words, attitudes and actions and these seeds grow, germinate and eventually 

produce crops. The crops affect not only the lives of others, but also the life of the 

sower. 

There is a biblical truth that what you sow, you will reap. (Galatians 6:7-9) A 

common expression says, “What goes around comes around”. If you want a good 

crop you must sow good seed and if you sow bad seed you will get a bad crop. 

There are no neutral seeds. Cause and effect is a universal principle. You can never 

buy God‟s favour, but it is a truth that what leaves your hand determines what His 

hands have for you. 

There are some people who argue against this principle, by pointing to a person 

who is doing anything but sowing good seed, and yet is prospering both financially 

and in other ways. Financial success, however, is not necessarily attributable to the 

blessing of God. If you are exclusively focused on making money, the devil will 

seize the opportunity to help you along the way, thereby keeping you in bondage as 

a slave to the spirit of mammon. On the other hand, it is argued that there are those, 

who despite sowing good seed, always appear to be struggling, financially and in 

other ways. This fallacious argument ignores the fact that the harvest always comes 

in a different season to the sowing, and that God in His wisdom and goodness will 

sometimes delay the reaping for our ultimate benefit. It also ignores the fact that 

the reaping comes not only in this life, but is ongoing into eternity. We will all one 

day stand before God‟s throne of judgement to give an account of what we have 

sown during our lives. (Romans 14:12; Revelation 20:11-15) 

If we sow a mixture of both good and bad seeds, the whole harvest will be 

defiled. (Deuteronomy 22:9) This kind of sowing is the same as blessing and 

cursing coming out of the same mouth. (James 3:10-11) A fountain of life should 

be a flow of crystal clear water, not one contaminated by a muddy flow.  

Impatience is a problem with many of us. The tendency is to be in a hurry to see 

the reaping of the harvest. God is never in a hurry. We are to be patient, like a 

farmer waiting for the precious produce of the soil. (James 5:7) No farmer gathers 

in a good harvest of one hundred, sixty and thirty fold unless he sows in good soil. 

(Matthew 13:20-23) Our sowing should line up with God‟s Word. In particular we 

should bear in mind that the seed of the word of God is, unlike other seeds, 

imperishable. (1 Peter 1:23) 



It is time for Christians to stop sowing sparingly, and break out into bountiful 

sowing! Then we will see bountiful results. (2 Corinthians 9:6) 

Those who sow in tears, the Psalmist says, will reap with joyful shouting. 

(Psalm 126:5) 

 
**WWhhaatt  sseeeeddss  ddoo  yyoouu  ssooww??**    



 
  

 

The Way Forward 

97. A Time to Grow Up 

There are major transitions in life, from a baby to a child, from childhood to 

adolescence, and then to adulthood, but unfortunately some families keep their 

children wrapped in cotton wool, resulting in a prolonged childhood. 

Regrettably, a similar problem of prolonged immaturity has been evident in the 

Christian Church over the centuries and still persists to this day. In the book of 

Hebrews, the believers were admonished with the words, “Though by this time you 

ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary 

principles of the oracles of God and you have come to need milk and not solid 

food.” (Hebrews 5:12) 

In order to enter the Kingdom of God by being born again, you have to become 

as a child; you have to have an open hearted trust in God. (Matthew 18:3) There is 

a distinct difference between being childlike and being childish. In order to grow in 

Christ, we need to do away with childish things, childish thinking and childish 

reactions. (1 Corinthians 13:11) We need to grow up, to press on to maturity. 

(Hebrews 6:1) 

When Jesus ascended into Heaven, He gave men the gift ministries of apostles, 

evangelists, pastors and teachers, to equip the believers for servanthood and to 

build up the body of Christ. These gift ministries are to continue functioning until 

we attain the unity of the faith, and come to maturity: to the measure of the stature 

belonging to the fullness of Christ. (Ephesians 4:8, 11-13) 

The objective of these gift ministries should always be to create the right 

environment for weaning, equipping and guiding the sheep to become shepherds 

themselves: to reproduce themselves. One could call it a leapfrog principle. The 

leader bends low to allow the follower to leap over him to attain greater 

achievements in God. 

The “one man show” is not God‟s way of bringing Christians into maturity. It 

should be a team function. The dependency spirit of the sheep on the shepherds, 

the leaders, needs to be broken. The breaking of dependency does not, however, 

mean independence. It must not detract from the need and function of Godly 

leadership. 



This is a time for each one to grow up out of dependency into the Royal 

Priesthood of God, the Priesthood of all believers, so as to proclaim the 

excellencies of God to the uttermost parts of the earth. (1 Peter 2:9) 

 
**PPrreessss  oonn  ttoo  mmaattuurriittyy**  



 

98. Pure as Gold 

Nations and people have always desired gold, and it has been the source of much 

conflict, greed and pain. Refined gold is a very pure metal, which symbolises the 

purity of God. Gold, like everything, belongs to God.  “The earth is the Lord’s and 

all it contains”. (Psalm 24:1) 

Gold is refined by fire. When in the ground it has impurities, but when exposed 

to the fiery furnace, it is purified and refined into a pure metal. 

This is God‟s objective for His people. He wants a pure bride without spot, 

wrinkle or blemish, fit for the most worthy bridegroom of all, His Son, Jesus 

Christ. (Ephesians 5:27) 

The book of Malachi, referring to the time of the coming again of Jesus, likened 

God to a refiner‟s fire. He would purify His people, and refine them like gold and 

silver. God is preparing a Royal Priesthood of all believers, His own possession 

which will be like precious gold to Him. (1 Peter 2:5) The purpose of the refining 

is to present offerings in righteousness to the Lord which will be pleasing to Him. 

(Malachi 3:2-4) The focus should always be on Him, and not on us. 

The only way to achieve this objective is to travel the highway of holiness, 

going for gold. Submit yourself to the fire of God and allow the dross to be burned 

away. (Revelation 3:18) 

 
**GGoo  ffoorr  ggoolldd**  



 

99. Boldness 

Stout-hearted, fearless, daring, confident, sure and courageous are some of the 

words which define boldness.  

Whenever the people of God were involved in pioneering, they showed this 

characteristic of boldness. The Israelites, escaping out of slavery, started out boldly 

in the sight of the Egyptians. (Numbers 33:3) When God commissioned Joshua to 

succeed Moses as leader of the Israelites and lead them out of the wilderness into 

the promised land, He commanded him to be strong and very courageous. (Joshua 

1:1-7) In the days of the early Church, the people of God were not deterred despite 

much opposition, but proclaimed the Word of God with boldness. (Acts 4:31) On 

their first missionary journey to take the gospel to the Gentiles, Paul and Barnabus 

spoke out boldly despite much jealousy and opposition from the Jews. (Acts 13:4) 

Boldness cannot be contrived. Real boldness comes from a confidence in God, 

not a self confidence. (Hebrews 4:16) It comes from a confidence in the Word we 

proclaim, and a confidence in the author of that Word, Jesus Christ. (Philippians 

1:20) It also comes from a knowing who we are in God, and a knowing of who 

God is in us. 

In the past, I have often missed out on what God has wanted to do with me 

because of a lack of boldness. I have been too self conscious and have feared 

embarrassment. On some occasions, however, I have stepped out into the unknown 

and seen God‟s miraculous power at work. One day I felt that God wanted me to 

speak to a staff member who looked distressed. I nervously contemplated what I 

should say to her. When I called her into my office and asked her what was 

troubling her, she replied that her mother was in a mental hospital and so disturbed 

that the nurses could do nothing with her. She had to visit after work each day to 

bath her mother. In great distress, she then said, “Mr Erfmann, there is nothing that 

you or I can do for her.” This was the cue. I said that I knew someone who could, 

Jesus Christ. I then prayed a simple prayer with her, asking God to heal her 

mother. My faith for this was smaller than a grain of mustard seed! The next day 

this woman came into my office beaming. There had been a dramatic improvement 

in her mother, to the surprise of the medical staff. She was at peace and was no 

longer a problem for them. My colleague made it clear to them why the change had 

taken place.  

On another occasion some clients, a father and son, were having a heated 

argument in my office. I felt God saying to me, “What are you going to do about 

this?” Nervously I intervened, suggesting that I should pray for them. I then prayed 

a short simple prayer for God‟s intervention to solve their problem and give them 



peace. I felt burdened for the son until the following afternoon when I suddenly 

had peace. The next day the son came to see me. He told me he had been seriously 

contemplating suicide, until he experienced a change in his thinking. This change 

happened at the same time that I had felt peace about him. I have shared these 

testimonies in order to illustrate that boldness is often just a simple obedience and 

trust in God, despite feelings of nervousness and inadequacy. We can never be 

adequate in ourselves: our adequacy is from God. (2 Corinthians 3:5) We should 

not act according to feelings, but by faith. 

Sadly in this day, there is a lack of boldness in most of God‟s people. 

Intimidation abounds and we forget that while the enemy roars like a lion, he is no 

lion. (1 Peter 5:8) He has been disarmed by the Lion of Judah. 

There has to be a violence of spirit that takes the Kingdom of God by force. 

(Matthew 11:12) This, of course, is not to be construed as physical force in any 

way, but a violence of spirit. Remember, when Peter cut off the ear of the high 

priest‟s servant in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus told him to put his sword into 

its sheath. He then touched the servant‟s ear and healed him. (Luke 22:49-51) 

A boldness must emerge in the people of God that will shatter the gates of hell, 

(Matthew 16:18; John 14:12) and the righteous must be as bold as lions. (Proverbs 

28:1) 
  

**BBee  bboolldd  ffoorr  tthhee  LLoorrdd  iiss  wwiitthh  yyoouu**  



 

100. Miracles 

God is a righteous God and will not entrust His power and authority to those who 

act unrighteously. (Psalm 92:15; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10) He will not entrust His 

authority to those who are not under His authority and have rebelliousness in their 

hearts. (Romans 13:2) Nor will He entrust His power to those who have the wrong 

motives and are not motivated by His compassion. (Matthew 9:36; Colossians 

3:12) In His earthly pilgrimage, the driving force in the life of Jesus was to do the 

will of His Father.  (John 4:34) 

“Where are the miracles of God?” people ask. God‟s miracle power is still there. 

It hasn‟t changed. He is the same yesterday, today and forever. (Hebrews 13:8) 

The seeming dearth of miracles is no fault of His. God‟s desire is for His people to 

experience His miraculous power, to heal the sick and raise the dead. (Mark 16:14-

18) This will glorify His name in the earth. 

Jesus had a wonderful ministry, performing many miracles, healing multitudes, 

delivering tormented souls. Isn‟t it surprising that amongst His own family and the 

people who knew Him as the carpenter‟s son, Jesus could do almost no miracles? 

Was it the unbelief of the people, their lack of faith which impeded His ministry? 

(Mark 6:1-6) Is God‟s miraculous power impeded in our day because of a general 

lack of faith? 

When we fall ill, our first response is usually to go to the doctor. We tend to put 

our faith in the doctor or medication rather than in God. The medical profession 

definitely has its place and is used by God to bring healing, but it is sad that our 

tendency is to rely on man‟s ability, the arm of the flesh, instead of the power of 

God. 

When God‟s people are driven by His compassion and grace, and set only to do 

His will, we can expect Him to pour out His anointing. As He pours out His spirit, 

the levels of anointing and our faith will rise, bringing about a much needed 

change. (Joel 2:28) We will yet see a resurgence of His miraculous power. (John 

14:12) 

 
**GGoodd’’ss  mmiirraaccuulloouuss  ppoowweerr  hhaassnn’’tt  cchhaannggeedd**  



 

101. The Royal Robes  

It is time to put on the royal robes, the robes of righteousness. (Isaiah 61:10) There 

is no place for filthy rags in God‟s house. (James 1:21; Zechariah 3:1-4) It is time 

to crown Him as king in our lives. If we do this, He will crown us with glory and 

majesty, because we are a royal priesthood. (1 Peter 2:9) This is not done to puff 

us up. God never does that; in fact He does the opposite. He humbles us, (James 

4:6) but He will always encourage us. 

The purpose of crowning us with glory and majesty is for His glory and majesty 

to shine through, for the radiance of His glory and power to come forth from us. 

(Isaiah 60:1-5) This radiance is a power so great that it will bring repentance, 

revelation, healing, salvation and restoration around us. (Daniel 12:3) 

When Jesus was on earth, the people wanted to crown Him when He entered 

Jerusalem, riding on a donkey. Then they crowned Him with a crown of thorns. 

This had to be so for Him to be crowned with glory. He, the King of Kings and 

Lord of Lords, is now crowned with a crown far greater than the world has ever 

seen, a crown given to Him by His Father. (Hebrews 2:9; Revelation 19:16) 

Awesomeness is returning to God‟s house, an awesomeness that will far exceed 

the awesomeness of the early church. The glory of the latter house will be greater 

than the former. (Haggai 2:9) The awesomeness will not dampen our enthusiasm, 

it will enhance it, because in His presence is fullness of joy. Where the Spirit is, 

there is liberty. (2 Corinthians 3:17)  

As we crown Him with glory and honour, He will crown us, so that He will be 

glorified throughout the earth. 

 
**AArree  yyoouu  ccllootthheedd  iinn  CChhrriisstt’’ss  rroobbeess??**  



 

102. A Time to Bear Much Fruit 

More fruit! More fruit! More fruit! The Lord is waiting for this. The world is 

waiting for this. This is a time to bear much fruit and so prove to the world that we 

are disciples of the Lord. (Colossians 1:9-10) We must bear fruit that remains fruit 

of eternal value.  The fruit bearing must be consistent, not a spasmodic event. 

Remember we are only the branches of the Vine. Apart from the Vine, the Lord 

of the Harvest, we can do nothing. (John 15:5) To bear fruit consistently, we have 

to abide in the Vine, we have to dwell in the presence of the Most High, to abide in 

the shadow of the Almighty. (John 15:4; Psalm 91:1) 

With the Lord we can do all things, as the Lord will strengthen our weaknesses 

and make us strong in Him. (2 Corinthians 12:9) 

As we bear more fruit, we will be pruned. The pruning process will not stop. 

The dry branches and those branches that are full of foliage and look good, but 

bear no fruit, must be cut away and thrown into the fire. (John 15:2,6) Do not hang 

onto those branches, but let them go. This will be less painful for us.  

The pruning process will continue until we are laden with delicious fruit, fruit of 

many kinds, shapes, sizes and colours, fruit that will make an impact on both our 

lives and the lives of others, fruit that will provide food for the hungry, the 

destitute, the hopeless ones. (Revelation 22:1-2) 

Abide in Christ continuously, and bear much fruit. 
 

**BBeeaarr  mmuucchh  ggoooodd  ffrruuiitt**    



 

103. Activity or Righteous Acts?  

The increasing urbanisation of the world and the advancement of technology have 

given rise to our having to live in an age of intense activity. The tranquil rural 

lifestyle is diminishing, as more and more land is developed to provide for the 

world‟s burgeoning population. 

Most of us live very hectic lives. Never before has it been so necessary to plan 

activities to make the most of our available time. Think about it, every second that 

passes is gone forever, never to be repeated. We have to redeem our time by 

making the best use of it. (Ephesians 5:15-16) 

As Christians, as a people of holy conduct and godliness, our activities should 

be such that they hasten the day of the coming of the Lord. (2 Peter 3:11-12) The 

book of Revelation conveys the message that the Bride of Christ must make herself 

ready for the marriage supper of the Lamb, by clothing herself in fine linen, the 

righteous acts of the saints. (Revelation 19:7-8) Had you realised that we influence 

the timescale of such a great day as the day of the coming of the Lord? 

The call is going out that the activity of the saints has to give way to righteous 

acts. This does not imply inactivity. There are activities of the Church which are 

necessary and fruitful, but leaders should be careful to avoid those activities which 

programme God out of the equation. The enemy has encouraged such activities to 

keep many of the saints so busy that they do not have the time or energy to spend 

with God, to wait upon Him, to hear His voice and renew their strength. (Isaiah 

40:31)   

The saints of God are Christ‟s workmanship, created by Him for good works. 

God prepared the good works beforehand, so that the saints should walk in them. 

(Ephesians 2:10) How much more effective we would be if only we would walk in 

the footsteps of our God who has gone before us! By doing so, we would 

experience a lightening of the load and avoid burnout. We have to be led by the 

Holy Spirit. We have to hear the voice of God before and during the process of our 

actions, so that our works are not dead works performed in the flesh. (Galatians 

5:16)  Bear in mind that pre-ordained works are not only major events, but are also 

the little things in life. It is a question of focus and commitment, and God will be 

faithful in drawing near to us as we draw near to Him. (James 4:8) 

Let there be a change of mindset in us, from working for God, to working with 

Him as co-labourers, co-creators. (1 Corinthians 3:9) 
 

**WWoorrkk  wwiitthh  GGoodd  aass  ccoo--llaabboouurreerrss**    



 

104. A God Who Multiplies 

God is not limited. He is a God of multiplication and His kingdom is forever 

increasing. Did He not command us to be fruitful and multiply? (Genesis 1:28) Did 

He not make a covenant with Abraham that He would multiply His descendants as 

the stars of the heavens? (Genesis 22:17) Did He not multiply the loaves and the 

fishes to feed the thousands? (Matthew 14:15-21) Did He not say that we would 

bear fruit, a hundred, sixty and thirty fold? (Matthew 13:23) Indeed, He is a God of 

multiplication! He is not a God of diminishing returns. He is limited in our lives 

only by our limited thinking. (Proverbs 23:7) As we limit God in our lives, we will 

be limited and we will bear only limited fruit. 

God is not only the God of the spirit realm, but also the God of the material 

realm. His desire is to bless us with abundance so that we can be a blessing to 

others. 

His desire is to multiply the work of our hands and to multiply the fruit in our 

lives. (Deuteronomy 28:12) He wants to multiply our Jerusalem, to multiply our 

Samaria and to multiply our sowing into the nations, to the uttermost parts of the 

earth. 

Do not look at the facts as they appear to be and say, “What we are doing is 

insignificant, a mere drop in the ocean compared with what is needed. The needs 

are great and we have so little.” 

God will multiply greatly that which is born of the Spirit, and out of the 

compassion of the Lord‟s heart, the seeds that have been sown. Continue to give 

the loaves and the fishes, and stand back to see the salvation of the Lord! This is 

the desire of His heart, and He will bring it to pass.  

 
**GGoodd’’ss  mmaatthheemmaattiiccss  iiss  mmuullttiipplliiccaattiioonn**    



 

105. The Shaking of Shakings  

History is full of accounts of “shaking” experiences. Way back in history, because 

of the great wickedness of man, God sent a great flood. Noah and his family, 

together with the animals, were the only survivors, thus ensuring the continuation 

of life upon the earth. (Genesis 6:5-8; Genesis 7:1-4) Earthquakes, famines, 

regional floods, great storms, tsunamis and hurricanes are all shattering natural 

disasters. The world‟s economic system has been shaken to the core by worldwide 

financial collapses and wars. In the depression of 1929 many of the wealthy could 

not face life because of their financial losses and committed suicide. 

Apart from the great shaking that took place at the time of the flood, there have 

been two other shakings of great spiritual significance. The first was when Moses 

brought the Israelites out of their camp to the foot of Mount Sinai in the wilderness 

to meet God. The presence of God was so awesome that only Moses and Aaron 

were allowed by God to go up the mountain. This event was a warning from God 

to the people that they should fear Him and not sin. The whole mountain quaked 

violently and God spoke to Moses, giving him the Ten Commandments. (Exodus 

19:18-25; Exodus 20:1-22) 

The other shaking of great spiritual significance happened when Jesus, the Son 

of God, was crucified. Nature itself reacted to this greatest of events in human 

history. The whole land was in darkness for approximately three hours, from noon 

to mid afternoon, and an earthquake opened the tombs of departed saints, who 

were raised up from the dead. (Luke 23:44-46; Matthew 27:50-53) 

The shaking of all shakings is yet to come in its fullness. Once again, God will 

shake not only the earth, but also the heavens. Can you imagine a tree with autumn 

leaves being shaken to such an extent that every leaf is removed and only the tree 

remains? This is a picture of what God will do. He will remove those things which 

can be shaken, so that only those things which cannot be shaken will remain. 

(Hebrews 12:25-27) In this process, He certainly will never abandon those who are 

committed to Him since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken! What a 

wonderful outcome. We should show gratitude by offering to God a service 

acceptable to Him, with reverence and awe. (Hebrews 12:28) 

This shaking of shakings is also referred to in the book of Haggai. All the old 

leaves giving rise to the deeds of the flesh have to be removed. It is not just a 

shaking of individuals, but a shaking of all the nations, an international 

phenomenon. (Haggai 2:6-7) It denotes the great end time upheavals associated 

with the second coming of Christ. Creation itself groans to be set free from 



bondage, from the curse, into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 

(Romans 8:19-22) Has this already begun? 

God is determined that He will have a bride that is without spot, wrinkle or 

blemish, and that His church will usher in the Kingdom of God in a blaze of glory. 

(Ephesians 5:27) The glory of His latter house will be greater than the former. 

(Haggai 2:9) 

So where does this leave us? There is only one way to withstand the shakings of 

God in our lives. We have to have a firm foundation, one that is built upon the 

Rock, Jesus Christ. Any other foundation will be like building upon the sand, and 

when the shakings and the storms come our way, we will not be able to stand. As 

in the story of the big bad wolf and the three little pigs, a huff and a puff will blow 

the house down and the fall will be great. (Matthew 7:24-27) We cannot put our 

trust in our own self efforts or in material things, all of which can disappear in a 

moment. 

We need to have a deep rooted faith in God, in His Word, with the centrality of 

Jesus in our lives. Then we will experience Him as our refuge and our strength, a 

very present help in trouble. (Psalm 46:1-3) 
 

**MMaakkee  ssuurree  yyoouu  hhaavvee  tthhee  rriigghhtt  ffoouunnddaattiioonn**    



 

106. The Call to be a Worshipper  

For thousands of years God has been looking for worshippers, for those who 

worship Him in spirit and in truth. (John 4:23) He is not just looking for worship, 

but for worshippers: for those people who live a life of worship. When His people 

are together and worship Him in sincerity of hearts, it thrills Him. He loves it, He 

enjoys it, He desires it. 

To be a worshipper is much more than praising Him with our lips. It is a 

commitment of our whole being to Him, body, soul and spirit. It is a full time 

occupation, a moment by moment experience. (Psalm 34:1; Malachi 1:11) 

Everything we do, we do it as unto Him, our Lord. As worshippers, we build His 

throne for His habitation, for He inhabits the praises of His people. (Psalm 22:3) 

The greatest weapon of all is worship. The enemies cannot stand in the face of 

worship and even destroy one another. (2 Chronicles 20:22-24)  

There is a call to be a worshipper, for the people of God to change gears, to lift 

the bar and to be co-labourers with Him in building His holy temple, which will 

display His magnificence in the earth.  

The call is for us to worship Him with all our heart, with all our soul and with all 

our strength, will all that is within us. (Mark 12:30; Psalm 103:1) 

 
**AAllll  wwee  ddoo  sshhoouulldd  eexxpprreessss  oouurr  wwoorrsshhiipp  ttoo  GGoodd**  



 

107. Creative Worship  

A new dimension of worship is being birthed in the people of God. Have you 

perhaps sensed an increasing desire in your innermost being to be creative in some 

way or another? Our Creator is imparting His creativity to us, and creative worship 

is emerging in varied forms and expression. It will find its expression in 

gatherings, in the privacy of your bedroom and in every area of your life. This 

creative worship has a divine purpose: to build a Highway of Holiness on which 

the redeemed will walk. (Isaiah 35:8-10) 

This is a highway which will clear a way for the Lord in the wilderness. Every 

valley will be lifted up, and every mountain and hill will be made low. (Isaiah 

40:3-4) The obstacles which stand in our way, the things which distract us and 

clutter our lives will be brought down and made low. The valleys of depression, 

despair, mediocrity and limitation will be swept away, and there will be a lifting up 

into the heavenly places with Christ Jesus. (Ephesians 2:6) 

A voice is calling, “Clear a way for the Lord in the wilderness so that His glory 

will be revealed.” (Isaiah 40:5) 

 
**WWoorrsshhiipp  HHiimm  ccrreeaattiivveellyy””  



 
  

 

Our Destiny 

108. Today is the Day of Salvation 

Empires have risen and fallen, mighty armies have marched and powerful rulers 

have reigned, but no one has affected mankind as much as Jesus. His birth 

approximately two thousand years ago split history in two, BC and AD. This event 

in history is His story, and the world has never been the same since. There are 

those who love Him and there are those who despise Him. To ignore Him is 

impossible, to resist Him is disastrous and to deny Him is fatal. 

His lifespan on earth was approximately thirty-three years, of which only three 

and a half years were in public ministry. In this short time, Jesus, born in a stable, a 

carpenter‟s son, impacted the world without the help of telephones, televisions, 

computers, motor-cars, or aircraft! There was no advertising media to spread the 

news about him and yet people flocked in their thousands to hear His teachings and 

to be healed by Him. How did He manage to convey His message to the large 

crowds in the countryside without a sound system? That they heard what He had to 

say was in itself a miracle! There was no modern recording system, yet we have 

faithful records of His teachings, including the wonderful “Sermon on the Mount” 

in the book of Matthew. 

The greatest event in history is yet to come! In the same manner as He ascended 

into heaven, Jesus will descend in the clouds, and we are told every eye shall see 

Him. (Acts 1:9-11; Matthew 24:30-44) He is not coming to be crucified afresh. 

This time every knee shall bow, and every tongue shall confess that He is Lord! 

(Philippians 2:10-11) Many will make that confession in anguish, fear and regret, 

but there will be those who will welcome His return to rule and reign upon earth. 

As nobody knows when that greatest of days will be, except our Father in 

heaven, it is imperative that we should all prepare ourselves: be on the alert and 

expect the unexpected! Let us not be like the five foolish virgins who missed the 

wedding feast. (Matthew 25:1-13) 

Whether we live to see that day or come to the end of our earthly sojourn before 

then, let us all of right now acknowledge Him as our Lord and Saviour, and 

welcome Him with open arms into our hearts. Today is the day of salvation. (2 

Corinthians 6:1-2) 

 



**FFeennccee--ssiittttiinngg??  YYoouu’’rree  eeiitthheerr  ssttuucckk  oorr  aabboouutt  ttoo  ffaallll  ooffff**  



 

109. The Magnificence of God’s  Taste 

Admiring the beauty of the majestic mountains, the green valleys and the crystal 

streams, these words came to my wife, “You think that this is beautiful? It is 

nothing compared with what I have in store for those who love Me.” We were 

admiring God‟s taste. He created it and saw that it was very good. (Genesis 1:31) 

God‟s magnificent creation evokes in us a deep desire to worship Him. 

Unfortunately, there are those in whom this magnificence evokes a desire to 

worship God‟s creation rather than the Creator. But God commands that we should 

worship only Him. (Exodus 34:14) By worshipping His creation, they exchange 

the truth of God for a lie. (Romans 1:25) 

Jesus promised that He was going away to prepare a place for us. (John 14:2) 

We can only catch a glimpse, through the Spirit, of its indescribable beauty. 

“Things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard, and which have not entered 

the heart of man, all that God has prepared for those who love Him.” (1 

Corinthians 2:9-10) That is God‟s word of promise to us. 

This life is just a moment in the light of eternity. Let us not waste it and so miss 

what God has prepared for us. We need to make the best of our life upon earth, not 

in self-gratification, but in serving our Heavenly Father, so that we can experience 

the magnificence that lies beyond the veil.   

 
**LLooookk  aatt  ccrreeaattiioonn  ––  tthhaatt’’ss  GGoodd’’ss  ttaassttee!!**  



 

110. True Freedom 

Freedom is a very misunderstood word. The world generally sees freedom as the 

right to do your own thing, to be what you want to be, where you don‟t have to 

conform or toe the line. The more “way out” you are, the more free you are seen to 

be. This is not true freedom. 

Jesus is the Truth, as He reveals Himself in His Word. (John 14:6) Only the 

truth will set you free. (John 8:31-32) The more you know Him, the more you will 

be set free. (John 8:36) 

It is for freedom that Jesus sets us free. What is this freedom? It is freedom from 

the following bondages imprisoning our souls: 

 Freedom from spiritual ignorance and blindness. (John 8:31-36; Matthew 13:16-

17) 

 Freedom from the penalties of sin. (2 Thessalonians 1:6-9) 

 Freedom from condemnation and guilt. (Romans 8:1-2; Hebrews 10:22) 

 Freedom from enslavement to sins and addictions. (Romans 6:5-6; 12-18) 

 Freedom from the burden of legalism, seeking to earn justification by your own 

works. (Galatians 5:1-4; 13-15) 

 Freedom from the fear of death and other fears. (Romans 6:23; 1 John 4:18; 

Hebrews 2:14-15) 

True freedom comes by being yoked to Jesus and taking His yoke upon you. This 

yoke is not burdensome. He has already invited you to cast your burdens upon 

Him. (Psalm 55:22) To all those who are weary and heavy laden, who are not 

experiencing freedom, His invitation is: “Come to Me and I will give you rest.” As 

you learn of Him, there will be a calming effect on your emotions and you will 

experience rest for your soul. He will ease your load, making it light. (Matthew 

11:28-30) 

To be yoked with Jesus‟ yoke is the most exciting and fulfilling experience you 

can ever have, an experience of true joy and true freedom. 

 
**BBeeiinngg  yyookkeedd  ttoo  JJeessuuss  iiss  ttrruuee  ffrreeeeddoomm**  



 

111. The Hope That Purifies 

The Oxford dictionary defines hope as an expectation of something to be desired. 

It is to look to the future with expectation. In a dying world full of hopelessness, 

where would we be without hope? Faith, hope and love are essential pillars of the 

life of a Christian. Whereas love is the greatest of these pillars, it is hope that 

brings reality to faith and love. (1 Corinthians 13:13) If we lose hope, our faith 

will be hollow. As Christians we have a hope of a glorious future. Christ in us is 

the hope of glory. (Colossians 1:27) We have been born again to a living hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an imperishable 

inheritance which is reserved for us in Heaven. (1 Peter 1:3-4) 

Many people suffer hopelessness, where they feel the future holds nothing for 

them. Life is meaningless and without purpose. It is just an existence until the 

finality of death. This hopelessness often leads to depression, an illness increasing 

at an alarming rate worldwide.  

As Christians, we are able to abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

(Romans: 15:13) As far as the future is concerned, it has not yet appeared what we 

shall be, but the overwhelming truth is that when Jesus appears, we shall be like 

Him. We shall see Him just as He is. We shall be in His likeness, fully restored 

into His image. 

As we keep this hope fixed on Him, like a beacon burning within us, it has a 

purifying effect on us, on our thoughts, our expectations and our actions. It is hope 

that purifies us, just as He is pure. (1 John 3:2-3) As we turn to God with a 

complete openness and become more and more aware of His glory, we are changed 

from glory to glory; we are changed into His image. (2 Corinthians 3:18) 

Let us be like Abraham, the father of our faith. Hoping against hope, he believed 

in the fulfilment of God‟s promises to him, and even though he was about a 

hundred years old and his wife Sarah was well past child-bearing age, Abraham 

trusted God‟s word that he would be the father of many nations! (Romans 4:17-21) 

 
**OOuurr  ffuuttuurree  iiss  gglloorriioouuss  wwiitthh  hhooppee**  



 

112. Arise and Shine 

In the book of Isaiah, the people of God are told to arise and shine because their 

light has come. (Isaiah 60:1) In the book of Matthew, we are told that our light 

should be on a lamp stand, so that it will give light in the darkness to those around 

us. (Matthew 5:14-16) God‟s desire is for His people to shine in the difficult 

circumstances, in the storms and valleys of life, and thus dispel the darkness. (2 

Samuel 22:29) In the book of Daniel, the prophetic word about the end time is that 

the people who know their God, those who have insight, will shine as brightly as 

the expanse of heaven, and will lead many to righteousness, like the stars forever 

and ever. (Daniel 12:3) 

It is not that difficult to shine when we are in the light, in the company of 

believers. The test is to shine in the presence of unbelievers. We are like a mirror, 

which if tarnished, reflects a dull image. Sin tarnishes our reflection of God. 

None of us can ever produce the light: we are not the source of the light. Like 

the moon that reflects the light of the sun, we can only reflect the light of our Lord. 

That is why we can take no glory for ourselves. (Isaiah 48:11) It grieves him when 

we want to have a share in His glory. 

As instruments of God, we are to open the eyes of the blind, turning them from 

darkness to light, from the dominion of Satan to the dominion of God so that they 

too may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance in the company of those 

who have been sanctified by faith in God. (Acts 26:18) 

When clothed with the righteousness of Jesus Christ, we reflect the glory of 

God. (Isaiah 61:10) It is an encouragement that the light of the righteous is like the 

light of dawn. It will shine brighter and brighter until the day is full, when there 

shall no longer be any night. Then there shall be no need of the light of a lamp or 

the light of the sun, because the Lord will illuminate His people. (Proverbs 4:18; 

Revelation 22:5) 

 
**IIff  yyoouu  sshhiinnee,,  tthhee  ddaarrkknneessss  vvaanniisshheess**  



 

113. Abundant Life 

We hear always that Jesus came to give us life, abundant life. (John 10:10) What is 

this abundance? Many people have the impression that it is a life of ease, a life free 

from trials and adversity. How wrong this is! We are taught to share the sufferings 

of Christ for His name‟s sake. (1 Peter 4:13) We may have to go through fiery 

trials, (1 Peter 4:12) and we enter the Kingdom of God through many tribulations. 

(Acts 14:22) He Himself learned obedience from the things which he suffered. 

(Hebrews 5:8-9) 

An abundant life enables us to be more than conquerors in Christ Jesus, to 

overcome the obstacles and difficulties in life by His grace, His Word and 

unwavering faith in Him. 

An abundant life is an overflowing of the love, grace and provision of God. But 

more than that, it is a life that, in overflowing, brings others into the same 

experience, a life which emanates and conveys to others the love, grace and 

provision of God. It is a life that is full of the joy of the Lord which strengthens us 

in our weaknesses. (Nehemiah 8:10) It is a life of inner peace in all circumstances, 

peace which passes human understanding. (Philippians 4:7) It is a life in which all 

our daily needs are met, as we seek first the Kingdom of God and His 

righteousness. (Matthew 6:33) It is a life of sacrifice, of giving, of sowing and of 

reaping the goodness of God. It is a life of receiving in greater measure than what 

we have given, so that we in turn can give in a greater measure again. (Luke 6:38) 

It is a life which bears an abundance of fruit, fruit of eternal value. (John 15:8) It is 

a life which culminates in the perishable, our mortal bodies, putting on the 

imperishable, and when death is swallowed up in victory, our mortality putting on 

immortality. (1 Corinthians 15:54) 

In essence it is a life which the life of Christ emanates as we have rich 

fellowship with Him. 

 
**AAbbiiddee  iinn  HHiimm  ffoorr  aabbuunnddaanntt  lliiffee**  



 

114. The Oneness for Which Christ Prayed 

There is great power and strength in unity. In the biblical account of the Tower of 

Babel, God said of those building the tower, “Behold they are one people ... and 

now nothing which they purpose to do will be impossible for them.” (Genesis 11:1-

9)    These were people who were acting independently of God and contrary to His 

will and yet nothing was impossible for them! How much more effective would a 

people be who purpose to do God‟s will and who have His blessing and favour? A 

biblical principle is that one can put a thousand to flight, but two in agreement can 

put ten thousand to flight! (Deuteronomy 32:30) 

The wiles of Satan are to bring division and by dividing to conquer. The 

predator will always try to separate the victim from the herd and then go for the 

kill. This has been one of the enemy‟s most effective weapons used against the 

Church. God‟s desire is for His people to come into a greater measure of oneness, 

into a unity of the faith. (Ephesians 4:13) 

It is an unfortunate fact that the Church, the body of Christ, has too often been 

disjointed, deformed and weakened by criticism, competitiveness and sectarianism. 

When these negative influences have occurred, they have rendered the Body of 

Christ ineffective, robbing God of His glory. At times the sword has been thrust 

through itself, rather than through the enemy. (1 Corinthians 3:3-4) The truth is 

that a house divided against itself cannot stand. (Luke 11:17) 

However, like the time of the rebuilding of the wall of Jerusalem, this is a time 

for the people of God to stand shoulder to shoulder, to walk in agreement, to prefer 

one another, to submit not only to leadership, but also to one another in the fear of 

Christ. (Ephesians 5:21) 

God is not looking for uniformity or outward conformity but oneness, a unity of 

the faith, the ultimate oneness for which Christ prayed. (John 17:20-21) Our 

differences must not be swept under the carpet but must be resolved by speaking 

the truth to one another in love. He is applying the welding rod of fire and love to 

the joints of His body, so that each part will function effectively. Our participation 

in the Body of Christ should always be conducted in a warm friendly manner 

towards one another. (John 15:14-15) 

It is in this oneness, this unity of the faith that God‟s power will be manifest. We 

will grow into maturity. God will command His blessing. God will be glorified. 

When the leaven of divisiveness comes your way, put up a “no entry” sign, and 

so diffuse the weapons of the enemy. 

 
**UUnniittyy  ooff  ffaaiitthh  iiss  tthhee  oonneenneessss  CChhrriisstt  ddeessiirreess**  



 

115. The Glory of the Lord  

The Oxford dictionary defines glory as: „a state of exaltation and splendour, 

exalted with triumph and proud rejoicing‟. Outstanding human achievement is 

often acknowledged and honoured with congratulatory words; the person is 

„bathed in glory‟ in recognition of the triumph. There is nothing wrong with this 

but as we are all dependent on our Maker to give us the ability to achieve, we 

should acknowledge this accordingly, and many winners actually do so in their 

acceptance speeches. 

What is made clear in scripture is that man should not take glory for himself, but 

give all the glory to God.  Jesus said, “How can you believe when you receive 

glory from one another and you do not seek the glory that is from the one and only 

God?” (John 5:44) To glorify one another will impede our belief God. 

The prophet Isaiah had a vision of the Lord sitting on a throne and an angel 

saying “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts, the whole earth is full of His 

glory.” (Isaiah 6:1-3) There is no doubt that the earth is full of the glory of the 

Lord. Everything created by Him reflects His glory in some way. The heavens 

reveal His glory and their expanse declares the work of His hands. (Psalm 19:1) 

The very existence of the great universe is to reveal the glory of God. 

The problem is that we often fail to see this glory, or else we see things but fail 

to acknowledge the creativity of God in what we see. It is true that the god of this 

world blinds unbelieving minds so that they do not see the light of the gospel of the 

glory of Christ. (2 Corinthians 4:4) God is glorified in Christ, the creator of all 

things. (John 13:31) 

The question that arises is: how do we glorify God, the one who in Himself is 

the epitome of glory, the very expression of it? There are over two hundred names 

of God in the scriptures, all of them reflecting some aspect of His splendour, 

majesty, power, love, wisdom, order and creativity! 

The psalmist tells us: “Lift up your heads, O gates and be lifted up O ancient 

doors, that the King of Glory may come in!” (Psalm 24:7) In Him we live and 

move and exist. (Acts 17:28) This is the very essence of how to glorify God: it is to 

let the King of glory come into our hearts and permeate our lives. 

 We glorify God by praising Him in all circumstances, good and bad. (Habakkuk 

3:17-18)  

 We glorify God by worshipping Him in spirit and truth, not just with lip service, 

but with a lifestyle of love, joy, peace, and obedience.  

 We glorify Him by sacrificial giving, serving and giving ourselves to be used for 

His purposes. (Romans 12:1).  



 We bring glory to God by our good works. (Matthew 5:16)  

 As we bear fruit, the fruit of the Spirit, we glorify our Heavenly Father. (John 

15:8)   

 As we bring down the walls that divide us and come into the spiritual oneness that 

Christ prayed for, we glorify Him. (Romans 15:6)  

 The glory of the Lord is manifest when we share the good news of the gospel with 

others. (Luke 2:9-10) 

 

The time is coming when the glory of the Lord will not only cover the earth as it 

does now, but the knowledge of that glory will cover the earth as the waters cover 

the sea. (Habakkuk 2:14) There is no gap in the water that covers the sea, it is a 

total covering. A new dimension is coming, when the glory of God will be evident 

not only in our surroundings, but it will also be within His people to a greater 

extent than it is now. 

Christ in us is the hope of glory. (Colossians 1:27) The present tendency of 

believers to see one another “after the flesh”, highlighting one another‟s faults, will 

change. Christ will be admired amongst those who believe, as we decrease and He 

increases in us. (2 Thessalonians 1:10) The countenance of the people of God will 

shine brighter and brighter as they progress towards the return of Christ. (Proverbs 

4:18; Isaiah 60:1-2) 

 
**TThhee  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  GGoodd’’ss  gglloorryy  wwiillll  ccoovveerr  tthhee  eeaarrtthh**  



 

116. Is the Church a Building? 

The term „going to church‟ is a complete misconception. The church is the people 

of God, those who believe in the redemptive work of Jesus Christ. However, over 

the centuries, the church has been associated with magnificent cathedrals and 

buildings and a mindset has developed whereby the church has often been 

identified as a building. This is in line with Old Covenant thinking. The central 

part of the tabernacle or temple was the Holy of Holies, which contained the 

presence of God. Confining the presence of God to a building was abolished when 

the veil of the temple was ripped in two, just after Jesus died on the cross. 

(Matthew 27:50-51) This was an act of God, symbolising that everyone would 

have free access to Him, everywhere, at all times.  

At the well in Samaria, Jesus answered the Samaritan woman‟s question, saying 

that the time would come when true worshippers would worship God in spirit and 

in truth, and not on the mountain or in Jerusalem. The worship of God would not 

be confined to a specific place. (John 4:20-24) Whilst we must not get caught up in 

semantics, this subtle shift in belief has resulted in many ways in an isolation of the 

church from the outside world. It is in actual fact not possible for the church to go 

to church! 

Jesus is building His Church. (Matthew 16:18) The Holy Spirit is at work 

bringing a change, a metamorphosis in the minds of Christians whereby this 

isolationist thinking is being broken. We must be careful not to try and hurry the 

process along, but let God do the building, or else we will build in vain. (Psalm 

127:1) However, we must also be careful not to resist change, refusing to give up 

the good for the better. 

The message must always remain the same and the New Testament pattern 

which is God‟s blueprint for the church must not be abandoned. However, the 

methods used must become more relevant to the outside world. We should be 

making a difference not only in the word, but we should be making our own world 

different. Irrespective of the methodology in use, the key to the effectiveness of the 

church is and always will be the anointing of the Holy Spirit. It is not by might or 

by power but by the Spirit of the Lord that changes come about. (Zechariah 4:6) 

The irony of it is that the church is in fact a building, but a spiritual building, 

which is being fitted together and is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, with 

Jesus Himself as the cornerstone. (Ephesians 2:19-22) The days of spectatorship 

are numbered. This temple is made up of living stones being built up as a spiritual 

house for a Holy Priesthood. (1 Peter 2:5) The goal is the functioning of every 

believer in ministry. This does not mean that every person has to preach or teach, 



but all have a part to play, according to the calling of God on their lives and their 

gifting. Every joint has to supply for the proper working of each individual part, to 

hold the body together and to cause it to grow, building itself up in love. 

(Ephesians 4:16) 

God is in the process of fitting the stones together, smoothing the joints. Many 

of the stones are still in the quarry and have to be found and cut out. Only then 

does the shaping take place. Much of the chipping and shaping is under way but 

not seen, like a tidal wave building up before it breaks. Many stonemasons will be 

required and as there are a variety of stones, it is important for each to be in its 

rightful place so that the structure will be sound and strong. This Church will 

prevail against the gates of hell. (Matthew 16:18) 

God‟s eternal purpose that His manifold wisdom might be known, through the 

Church, to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places, will be fulfilled. 

(Ephesians 3:8-11) 

 
**JJeessuuss  iiss  bbuuiillddiinngg  HHiiss  CChhuurrcchh**  

117. Types and Shadows 

The Bible is an amazing record of God‟s dealings with mankind and, in particular, 

with His people. 

Whilst the Old Covenant was made obsolete by the new, the Old Testament is 

by no means an obsolete record of events. It contains many accounts of people and 

events which were a foreshadow of the New Covenant, and many of the Old 

Testament prophecies are dual in nature, meaning that they have a preliminary 

fulfilment, followed later by a greater fulfilment. There cannot be a shadow 

without substance. In the book of Colossians, reference is made to things which are 

a mere shadow of what is to become, but of which the substance belongs to Christ. 

(Colossians 2:16-17) We may not know what the future holds but we do know that 

He holds the future and is the culmination of all things. (Ephesians 1:10) 

Many Old Testament accounts foreshadow Christ and His Church. The history 

of the nation of Israel is a foreshadow of the Church. Paul in his first letter to the 

Corinthians states that certain things happened to the Israelites as an example and 

were written for our instruction. (1 Corinthians 10:1-11) For example, their 

deliverance from slavery in Egypt, their crossing of the Red Sea and subsequently 

the river Jordan into the Promised Land, was a fore shadow of our deliverance by 

Christ from the bondage of sin and death and the crossing into eternal life in His 

Kingdom. 

Following the deception of Eve in the Garden of Eden, God cursed the serpent, 

saying that He would put enmity between both him and the woman and between 



his seed and her seed. “He shall bruise you on the head and you shall bruise him on 

the heel,” He said. (Genesis 3:14-15) This foreshadows the outcome of the titanic 

struggle between God and the evil one, a struggle played out in the hearts and 

history of mankind. The offspring of the woman would eventually crush the 

serpent‟s head, a promise fulfilled in Christ‟s victory over Satan. 

All believers will participate in this victory, as the apostle Paul said, “And the 

God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.” (Romans 16:20) Hebrews 

tells us the enemies of Jesus will be made a footstool for His feet. (Hebrews 10:13) 

What magnificent substance to the fore shadow contained in Genesis. 

Certain prophetic events in biblical history are fulfilled progressively. For 

example, testing Abraham to sacrifice his beloved son Isaac foreshadowed God the 

Father giving His only son to take away the sins of the world. (Genesis 22:2; 10-

12; John 1:29) Another foreshadow was portrayed when the Israelites in Egypt 

applied the blood of an unblemished lamb on their doorposts to escape the angel of 

death. (Exodus 12:5-7, 23) When the Spirit was poured out on the day of 

Pentecost, Peter the apostle declared that it was a fulfilment of Joel‟s prophecy that 

God would pour out His spirit on all mankind. (Joel 2:28-29, Acts 2:14-18) When 

the disciple James exhorted the believers to be patient until the coming of the Lord, 

he likened it to the farmer waiting for the early and late rains. (James 5:7) In the 

time of the latter rain, we are to ask God to pour out both the early and latter rains, 

and expect to see a far greater measure of fulfilment of Joel‟s prophecy, the 

outpouring of God‟s Spirit on all flesh. 

There are a number of characters in the Old Testament who typify Christ. Joseph 

was a type of Christ. He was rejected by his brothers, sold into slavery, falsely 

accused and imprisoned. However, he had great compassion for his brothers and 

forgave them. After his suffering, he was exalted to a place of leadership in Egypt. 

Compare this to Jesus who was also rejected by His own people, betrayed with 

thirty pieces of silver, falsely accused and crucified. He had compassion on his 

accusers and asked his Father to forgive them. He was raised from the dead, and is 

seated in a place of rule, far above all authority, power and dominion. (Ephesians 

1:20-21) 

There are many more types and shadows interwoven in the Bible, authenticating 

God‟s Word in a wonderful way. The challenge is to seek diligently and to unearth 

these gems, to the glory of God. 

 
**WWhheerree  tthheerree  iiss  sshhaaddooww,,  tthheerree  iiss  ssuubbssttaannccee**  



 

118. A Bride for My Son 

What a wonderful sight, a radiant bride, dressed in pure white! The wedding day is 

a very special occasion for a couple, the culmination of a time of courtship and 

engagement, a time of preparation for the lifelong journey ahead together. 

The greatest marriage feast ever is still to take place, that of the marriage supper 

of the Lamb. Here Christ celebrates His total union with His bride, the body of 

Christ, the Church. (Revelation 19:7) 

A wonderful thread weaves throughout the Bible, an account of a Heavenly 

Father, looking for and preparing a bride for His son Jesus. (Isaiah 54:5-8) There 

is the courtship, when God invites people to enter into a covenant relationship with 

Him. Biblical history is full of accounts of God reaching out with open arms in 

courtship to mankind, in particular to the forsaken and rejected. 

Then there is the engagement, a positive response to the invitation, by being 

born again in Christ, a time of preparation for the marriage feast still to come. (2 

Corinthians 11:2) During this time the bride-to-be makes herself ready, clothing 

herself in fine linen by her righteous acts. (Revelation 19:8) 

There are four distinctive aspects about this great marriage: 

 Firstly, the bride is pure, a virgin, something we seldom see in this day and age. 

(Isaiah 62:4-5) 

 Secondly, the bride is a just reward for her bridegroom, Jesus. Jesus, the 

unblemished lamb, gave His life for her so that she could be a pure virgin, without 

spot, wrinkle or blemish. (Ephesians 5:23-27) 

 Thirdly, because of the purity of both husband and wife, the marriage will be 

completely loving, harmonious, peaceful and joyful. 

 Fourthly, the marriage is for eternity. It will never end in divorce. (Hosea 2:19-20 

 

The invitation is to each one to participate in this greatest marriage feast.   

 
**MMaakkee  yyoouurrsseellff  rreeaaddyy  ffoorr  tthhee  ffeeaasstt**  



 

119. The Inheritance of the Saints  

The Oxford dictionary defines inheritance as something that one comes into 

possession of by right or divine grant. To inherit is to receive property or a right as 

the heir of the former possessor. It defines an heir as one who, on the death of 

another, becomes entitled by law to succeed that person in the enjoyment of the 

property or right. 

People inherit large family fortunes, and they then either fritter them away or 

build on them to leave even larger fortunes to their heirs. The process goes on and 

on. 

In Galatians, we are told that God sent His son, Jesus, to redeem those who were 

under the law, so that they might be adopted as sons of God, His sons. They would 

therefore no longer be slaves, but sons, entitled to cry “Abba Father”. As sons, they 

would be the heirs of God. (Galatians 4:4-7) 

This is of great significance to Christians. Can you imagine being an heir of 

God, who owns not just a family fortune, but the whole of creation? Jesus died so 

that you and I are enabled to become an heir of God, legally entitled to enjoy all 

His possessions, everything He owns. Through our faith in Jesus as our redeemer, 

we are qualified to share in the inheritance of the saints. (Colossians 1:12) 

Admittedly, we do not yet see the fullness of this, but we who believe have been 

sealed by the Holy Spirit, in Jesus, who has given us a pledge of our inheritance. 

(Ephesians 1:13-14) We have a firm undertaking by God, that we shall enjoy the 

fullness of our inheritance. He has already given us everything that pertains to life 

and godliness through the true knowledge of Him. (2 Peter 1:3) 

As defined, it is upon the death of a person that an heir becomes entitled to 

succeed in the enjoyment of that person‟s property. The deceased, of course, can 

no longer participate. With Jesus, it is entirely different. He is not dead, but has 

conquered death. He lives forever more. Not only are we heirs, but we are fellow-

heirs with Christ. (Romans 8:17) In fact, we are His inheritance and He Himself is 

the reward of our inheritance. (Ephesians 1:18; Colossians 3:24) 

Unlike an earthly inheritance which can be lost or squandered in a moment, our 

inheritance in Christ is imperishable, totally indestructible. (1 Peter 1:4) It is not 

for a limited period, but for eternity. The days of the blameless and their 

inheritance will be forever. (Hebrews 9:15; Psalm 37:18) 

Sadly, the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God. (1 Corinthians 6:9-

10) Jesus spoke of the time of judgement, when the sheep would be separated from 

the goats. The sheep will be invited to inherit the kingdom prepared for them from 

the foundation of the world. The goats will be instructed to depart into the eternal 

fire, which has been prepared for the devil and his angels. (Matthew 25:31-46) 



The devil will always try to rob you of your inheritance. In the parable of the 

vine-growers, they said to one another, “This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and 

the inheritance will be ours.” (Mark 12:7) 

If you have not staked your claim to God‟s magnificent inheritance for you, now 

is the time for you to do so. Partake of Christ, and become a joint heir with Him. 

Don‟t delay your decision, or it may be too late. 

If, on the other hand, you have already done so, guard this most valuable of 

possessions. 
  

**YYoouurr  iinnhheerriittaannccee  iiss  iinnddeessttrruuccttiibbllee**  

120. The Kingdom of God 

What is the Kingdom of God? 

 It is a realm where Jesus, the King of Kings, rules. His Kingdom will increase and 

have no end. It is everlasting. (Isaiah 9:7; Psalm 145:13)  

 It is a realm free from sin, suffering, tears, pain and the sting of death. (Revelation 

21:4). 

 It is a realm where righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit prevail. 

(Romans 14:17) 

 It is a realm of abundance and beauty, free from the curse. (Revelation 22:3) 

 It is a realm of worship that portrays the glory and majesty of Almighty God. 

(Revelation 4:10-11) 

 It is a realm that is received and possessed by the saints of the Highest One forever. 

(Daniel 7:18) 

 It is a realm that is not of this world.  Its citizens, the children of God, are 

ambassadors, carrying the Kingdom within them. They bring light into the 

darkness;  they raise the standard of Christ. (John 18:36; Philippians 3:20) By 

doing these things, they hasten the day when the kingdoms of this world will 

become the Kingdom of our Lord and His Christ. (2 Peter 3:11-12; Revelation 

11:15) 

The Kingdom of God is Heaven upon earth. That is why we must pray, “They 

Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” (Matthew 6:10) 

The only alternative to this magnificent Kingdom is the evil domain ruled by 

Satan, which is separated from God Almighty for eternity. Which Kingdom you 

belong to is up to you; it is entirely your choice. 

 
**IItt  iiss  mmyy  pprraayyeerr  tthhaatt  yyoouu  mmaakkee  tthhee  rriigghhtt  cchhooiiccee**  



 
  

 

My Prayer 

 

My prayer is that your life has been enriched by this book. 

 

If you have not yet made a meaningful commitment  

to Jesus Christ, why not do so right now? 

If you feel God tugging at your heart-strings just say the following prayer: 

 

Lord Jesus, I acknowledge that You died on the cross for me, 

and paid the penalty for my sins. I believe that You rose from the dead and are 

seated  

at the right hand of the Heavenly Father. 

 

I receive You into my life as my Saviour and my Lord. 

 

Thank You for forgiving me and washing away all my sins. 

Thank You that I am now a new person clothed with Your righteousness. 

Help me to live a life that pleases You. 

 

Amen 

 

Welcome to the wonderful family of God. 

 

Ryall 
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